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Abstract

Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans is a typical chemolithoautotrophic acidophilic microorganism with
the ability to oxidize Fe2+ and reduced sulfur compounds, playing a core role in metal bioleaching
and green metallurgy. Based on a review of relevant domestic and international research, this paper
systematically summarizes the morphological and physiological biochemical characteristics of A.
ferrooxidans, its iron-sulfur energy metabolism, and its tolerance to multi-metal environments. It
also summarizes the advantages and disadvantages of the separation and purification methods,
preservation and revival techniques, and immobilization strategies of this bacterium. The paper
focuses on the progress of its application in the bioleaching of low-grade metal ores, industrial solid
wastes, and rare earth/yttrium systems. Compared with traditional chemical leaching processes,
bioleaching involving A. ferrooxidans has obvious advantages in reducing reagent consumption and
environmental load, but there are still problems such as long leaching cycles, low leaching rates,
unclear mechanisms of mineral-microbe interaction, and insufficient efficient leaching strains and
engineered reactors. Finally, the paper looks forward to the application prospects of A. ferrooxidans
in the green development of rare metals, especially rare earth resources, from aspects such as high-
throughput screening and directed domestication, genetic engineering and metabolic regulation,
new immobilization carriers and process intensification, and integration with intelligent monitor-
ing, providing references for related basic research and engineering scale-up.
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1. 5|

FERBRT T ERH R RS “Xx Hbs” TN, WHFEFY. AR BHE R R 5 Tk
[ A P AR s R L AR O A B O N BEURNA 4 I B T ) o X G A il A LE AR TR S Ak
A A AL R PR R SERRAE, A SR AA & RAREE IR . ZUR ST LI R Y, AHTH I R FE =
A RS R R R e KB R A I R, DL R SR R & Tk MR, AR AR AR
REFE/D . MARTRENS, $O0 R R R MR EBREAR, R TEFY . &80 L Zmt
B2 KR R I R0 e B iS5 3 B AUR[1] [2].

FEARZ iR A b, S4L AR BRUFT I (Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans) (Rl AE % 4204k FeZ* FIRR AL 4 <
AR FeSTRIRER, AT i i & J8 A A 5 Bk ik [ B R4 23 o, 2 BT SR A 9 A s R A%
OB, KERFCUESE A. ferrooxidans 8 .3 52 7+ [ = 3 715 [3] [4], BIAnFES Cu [ & 14 & il
BRHE T 90%, 1E Fe-As W {EdHAE AN 5 & BT, B TEAMAE 25 Cuy Zn, Ni
(R ALEE 5] ARG EE [ W8 BRI U R BRA B AR R L 0 SR8 VE . IR H G RR m [A]
R SEBR N R R E RN, IR e BRI R R TT IR AT TR E, DU N HES IR H R AE T
VR B FH R 255

ERZ YR M ERET, AR AT (Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans) [l A% [A] s %84k Fe2+Flif Ji
BEAY), FFEER Fe* M HoSOs, )/ 32 H THALH & &2k E R i 2 . REW L CUEsE A
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ferrooxidans fg . & $2 T+ [l PRI 8 7124[3] [4], BIANTES Cu [ R R R AR H R AT 90%, TE Fe-As
BHREHRE RN S & BITR, fEETRAMEI RIS Cu. Zn. Ni FIRHBCEEB]. R BLA i
REBETH . BEEFNE LR, X THA SRR M AR5 SR S BTUR 1) R Gebn B AT AR AN
/o —J71H, A.ferrooxidans Z 5\ IR H 2 WA E “HEREILR” THERE, SR YR, LR 1
A pH B RS SRR LU A S — D7, DT HAER Lk R AR A 40 f 3R g AR R HL
HRF AR, BRI T TZBOR SRR A . Tk, ASCTERSS A, ferrooxidans AE 1) 2E KR K 7 B 1
B M REAS b, B VIR FAERG A &R R L SR AR S IR G RRL I, B
TEAE “RACOA TAE” MBEa Edt— PHRAIL R BRI, A s B it 2% .

2. ST SMITERREFRHE
2.1. FE3SHHE

SEAL T ARRRAT B 2 0 A0 T E AR, b3, K. WK DU, iR Kl KA R4 )@
WA 7= A R TR L K [6] o BHRATIR, K/ANZ0N 0.5~1.0 pm x 1.0~3.0 pm, AL A7 AR ER
B ERIRHES A HEE D RIS B . EEARFMIEFREE L, HEERESSE AR, Hlinfe oK [Eks:
Rt LRSIV AE A ARG, HAY 0.5 mm; MIrERACH R SR BRI B rp et e, ANE A6
I, HEEAXRDN, BAZ80.1~0.2 mm [7].

2.2. EHILSKIRATE R EIREHE

221 LEEBFM

AR 1 B A AR B RIS 7 8] [9]. EREBEAIFH LERES T o R B JE A B ) 4
TNVENRENR, L E AR Y RS A KT R . AR AR, AR IE 2R AR K SCI AL
SE A I AR BRI, TSR E SR AU SRR A T 2 A S T kR
FFE BERS A2 8 = A WU PR h AR AF A AE

2.2.2. WEERYFIE

A. ferrooxidans W fEARHARA) pH E NEK, BAE MR VEIRE IR . BN IE 4R Y
FARE R PER pH RO AR 7[9]. Bo@E K pH A —HE 1.8 £ 2.0 Z[A). HrEmR 5 AR
TR VIR ERRVESRAFT, A BREAT B A9 A BOh A WAk B 7 AR S5 R [10], X —dFEd K
TALBEEAN ATP G, NP ERBRGERMEYIB, it PYERe T A KGR . XA E BRI 15
SAACTEERBRAT TR ED LR TE K . B RIRIR SR B b 2 20 A

2.2.3. IFEM

A. ferrooxidans & & HEALAE F IR B, BHATIFEE . ERIH CO 1E NRIE, HWIE. M LhLE 7
KGR E Bl A. ferrooxidans [11]7€ I H i S8 A0 SBEBH 1R S B, X 2 B SV A A ) B AR AE 22—, tkAh,
2 B R A A R A PR BRIt R, HE B T A AR AR . TR CRBA[12], PRI REIR
JEE AT DA, 25 0 BR4EA IU k A B 5o B A R A 1 S R BN ) R PR, e i 1 & JE A
b, B eEE T . Bk, A.ferrooxidans S A AR AR ih G AN A WG 5 A0TSR A V8 AE 1R 8
WA, e e AL B B )R B 8 S A 34 & 9]

3. MBS HEES X
[T A 5% 55 AR T 9 B SR BEROR (B T 4804k W A% B 4T 14 (Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans)ix 2474,
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WERR IR S, AR RIS A K8 @B R R, DA B IR R M 2 T /K A= 2E 40
Y52 EPRAR[13] [14]. DRI, R R o B A0S CREH AR E SEIL L Tl A6 N ) 2t o

TES B AT, 20 A8 T T IR A ) 5 R B 77 2% A« B 70 il I R R B 2 B p Ay, A )
I ISP 15 IR AL B I BRI AR BE (<22 g/L), DA s 2R [15]. SEONSCEER) 2, SR AT 2 ek [ )
Gelrite(fit LWL 2B BTG, A ROk R mlE A, & H T e E R[16] [17]. thsbh, 7E4F
SE B IR IR B 45 A M ERG 7%, Ae BB IR 2 B RUR[18] . 7E 75155 b, RUZPARIE B8
PR HBAR o 7R S o R U S5 [ 19 7E R 2 ik AT B BE R30, A HE R8T 2.1 % AEHE[20] it it
2, RN ZLCREREEFE LR B B AR AR 0 aT VA A ML CO2 (E ARIE, HE— D T
WA

TEE RO T, VB AR 77 5 S B E MR AL, W TR S IREA 2 EZE KR TBL .
Estibaliz D [21]4# FI @ 2O A (R 3777 T—80 C LR AT, 3RAF i 40% A7 G 2 il 5 2 S [22) i I S i 2 A
BRI AR, TR ST M T PO . Tk K23 @R, B B 5% MR 15%.
FERE 18%. A+ I 2 1004 IR FIBC T, AIATAATE 2L 94%. =T FR[24] 0] K I 30%IH) GP i &
NIRRT, H 53Rk 84.4%, HEI IR GP SR HIKEELL 0.6% N E . XitT 46 A £R 8 »
M8 [25]F F R, I pH = 6.8 R ZKBIF AT 4 CIRAE, RCREAEMRIEIEL .

gE BRI, JE AR A 55 TR RCR AU ARIEZERHT, A, ferrooxidans 17 B A4 AR 2R
EPEE RN, SETRACRY T AR TR AR RS R GO %, NP SR R K R
ERAFHRBEE T AT SE 7 & o X EEHEOR I D R R AN 705 FUBLAL B FH BE 58 1 IR Sk Ai

4. BEMRBERNEHRMESHK

Sttgiih., B e B AL, W RECEHR I ) R AR AT A N 2, BE S E A
FEKET . B EE. SRY, WAEASSES R L SR N R A, DR TR
M A O R )R T B TS S REES . IR R4 R ERIR 2h . iERRER AR &, ik REA R
EH) pH ZrrRE S, BRIEIR HSFE A b R SETHRE HE A RE4ERF AL ferrooxidans AE KT 75 ISRERIA S, H
P S BURFERS I 512 A IRE K [26] . B 7286 LA R AE S b B I AR 1 “Ha 2R 5 NH; R,
T S 1 Sk R R pH b SR AT NI R AR 27

T 0 B s R PPl 0 S B BRI EE ) Fey AL Ca. Mg 2538k )8 LK F-. COZ . PO %%
BB T, — 77155 REES e 45 & s b yiiE, FHIK REE TR H A ZORE . WNE 2o Bt )
— AR B TR 5i5iE I, KA. ferrooxidans FOZRMIIE . H Ak SR AT EE T4 8 B A
i, AT 553 Fe?* /SR ALAE ST BT RURG L0 o NHy - B PSR ] S84 fH B 1S B . AUH R A
FOTREFIRE KRS, 380 T F A D TE & B A R 4% A G 4R [28] 0 BEE RN R AR G s A 5 —
U PR EBAE . A EREE. JOUMES R R, 1A A TR E R
BERT “09) - WY - W7 R A R = 2R 1 [26] [29].

ITARMTT AR, EXEERMARTEAREME “ BFRRMANE + I8 AR
bR R, A FTRETE AR AR A A A B2 B AR AR ) REE IR, filln, 765 REO Mtk
FFI ] Kombucha 354E 1k R85 A HLERIEFRMER Y BEu 2586+, 78 2R Tl [ 22 b AR YR REE 7740
SISO R R, SRR B IR B R IR R RE I B IR [29]: TEIE R A LB IR AL FE T, 2 b
77 T PR AR A HUBR 1 B ik T R 35 42 78 Y. Er 25 REE H0iERS %K, A4k REE S5 AR BT K LR
HH PR 6 4 ] R [30] [31]

B, M TGS BB EYIRH, A ferrooxidans 757 /42 14 2 o (6 N T AN B A vk din e
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e g PN I IR L, BERRSR GBI E R . AFE A pH Z2pp S8 2 R, JF
T WAL T2 RS AR LSS 7 A LR B AR BB AR T MR B R AR, SEB0 REE G
PEEN . CAB RN, 75 monazite #& & H0KE A. ferrooxidans £ Enterobacter aerogenes 34575, mlK A
REE 2K E HZ) 23.6 mg LT Em £ 40 mg- LY, REMTHREIAR, MMV _LEUE T ER LAEYR
H e a2 A I RIS AR R A

5. SLESmATERRLNIE

AT R B AT B REE AT S ] PR IR <, T AR T MR AR RE 7, B AN (A
PR FIRLEE, DL R 2 i A s 1 o ) SR S B

5.1. Ef{ERSEEER

AR M RE R S N EEAE AL TR E AR S 1E . B A P 4R 40 i e L A0 MO i) S ok
Mg 22 ELAEAL T AL AR TR S ARy, () DR TR OB B, 4 i 7 I A b T P 3t
IRER . TR A2 18 S AR BT T RBAR v (Y Fe2+ 584k Fed+, s (b PE R Fed+ RS Mk A4
RN, K v , HAR B A ML E D Fe®+ A HaSOl) iR IRt 2R it A2 [ 1]
[2].

5.2. EEEWIERINE

S AR BRUAT: B 0T <2 P9 Hh 2 L 2 AP A AR LR B (R P A &6 2R XML AR FLORTG . A EL (e it
SEFE R T Hm AR A RE (LA 1) A OE Tl R AR IR L R A4 1E, AT
B PR IR RE G54, NTTTRE H b <62 B8 T BTV R o BRAR AT P I R I RE (0 sl AT 2R, TR
FEACUTRR BOE JFUAS B VI R 87 AR BRI, IR A SRR AR i PR BOIR TS s IR B AR ) HH RES ELI%
Wi IR P G A G, ST B SRR A T A e TR S R, X R X T AR B
Ve S5 SRR [ R OB, PR e RE A 0 A I R B I e 8 S B B 4 B IR A 2R AR [32] -

, REE* OH
Biosorption  REE /@AOH
H. i
REE} o Citrate
EPS ,OHN Biodegradation
O—\ /Bioaccumulation
C
W0

Citric acid
Polysacchalos
Siderophores

. . SN 0 Biodegradation/ / \
@m&g matrly EES N A Bioaccumulation "@r‘S@J

Figure 1. Iron oxide sulfide bacterium leaching mechanism diagram
B 1. SHTSmTERZEER

B A RR AR AR AR AN 2 VAR SO M BT A S B R, e S e L A 5 ey S A i v R ) <
W i, AR EAE FE R S A AT AR AZ O DR . AL BRBUAT B A8 % 4 FLAE K BT 75 1) RE URE
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Yo Fe?+ it S8 A R a7 FeS+ (i Fe?t — Felt + e7), A il FeSHE y— o K6 %
AT, LB SR B N, R ST (CuFeSy) K Cus+ it BOREH dh i B (UO2)
AN AT YRR 03T, W SEB 42 I (1148295 HH [33] . 5 B IRII, 1% B I Bk BB AL 0 R BR(SO) B AR AR
MRER(S,05 )R AL, B FEAMRFEERR At VIR M ITH KR, IEH R 1 R EACH AT .

FERRMMEIRR R R T, JCH R L MREY S s T, & E1E o (it &
JRR M — AN EENLH . R SRR E 8 & LU AR T, (B AR T el S At
PUBR T (0 PR it 23 ) SRS IR, AR RN 27 A AT IR IR . RS/ TR XA PRI & 7 fE
i ST M LB SR TR AR E I AHE VRIS S EE S, T2 R T i S
JERE TR, WAL T ) A FEAREBIIR Y S B4 SR [ A 5 [0 3EAT, e R B3 v H AR s iR R
53R RBOR 8] [11] - 25 BRI, A MEARBIUAT B0 A7 <82 X092 Hh SR AR AR B — WL, T R
ML IR S %555 2 MAERE DRI 0d e, e EM R T iZE AR B R At Rkl
42 JR B B R At

6. W KMATHEINA

AN ARBUAT A — P AR AEY), R Fe?* )y Fe¥ DL K SAALIL IS B, 1E
MG G A B IR BT R B B S 70 o HL S S i s A A AR R S v ey
héhm, PIEBSH. SESRPKTERK.

6.1. FEEWERNSHIREW A

6.1.1. NEEFEWHEEEE

AP ERBRAT B 12 B F NS R ER R R M S8 . TR R, I LR A R
AOFR AR BB« L PR S P, AT ek RIS P L R 4 A e RS (L2 1). 94, Bahalo-
Horeh £ [34] 8 F 78 il #5060 P2 IR AR rp b b AT AR MR, DR tH T 100988 . 38%I1 4. 45%I1HL AT 72%
()% . T Ghassa 5 [35]F1 I # 4k A 20 8 (05 MG TR AL AR B AT BT o I8k ) ity M R A 55 (R TR &5 B 774,
TEN 3 1% 020, MR IHEEE b rRIR HY T 99% )&k Al4R DL & 84% 14 .. Homayoun Z5[36] 1 7T
R, 4 HFRERE ARG B 5 J o= [T LB 7l PR E AR s Lok, HiRHEs
Bl — B ARIR R 1.7 580 6.8 1%, SR THZEMANR H i B E .

Table 1. A.f research on the recovery of metals from solid waste

*= L AfEWEKEFYHERIIMR

I AR = H R FcE 'S &M SR
WPCBs Acidithiobacillus Cu 99.74%, Pb 91.92% _ $BMVE: 30°C; 100 Jessica Silvaetal.,
ferrooxidans rpm 2023 [37]
N . . . Fatemeh
03 5] . .
LT IR Acidithiobacillus Cu 84%, Ni 96%, Ga 60% _ 20%HHL 29C; Pourhossein et al.,
ferrooxidans 140 rpm 2018 [38]

Acidithiobacillus  Cu 96%, Zn 94.5%, Ni 75%, Pb

WPCBs ferrooxidans; 74.5%, Ag 46%, Au 38%; REE:  7.5%¢Fl; 30°C:  AnshuPriyaetal,
Acidiphilium Sc 31%, La 27%, Ce 27%, Nd 170 rpm 2020 [39]
acidophilum 24%

TRIEE 8, 28°C;

s . Acidithiobacillus o Akmaral et al.,
i D) ferrooxidans o o PH 201213 k= 2023 [40]
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PCBs AC|d|th|0t_)aC|IIus Cu 1047 mg/L . 30°C; 180 rpm Aven et al., 2021
ferrooxidans [41]
. Acidithiobacillus Al 41%, Co 64%, Mn 11%, Cd . Romy Auerbach et

AR P ) ) ) - .

TABBIE e rooxidans 7%, Cr 13.7% 25C; 100 rpm al., 2019 [42]

Al >90%, Co > 80%, Cr >

7508 Acidithiobacillus 80%, Cu > 80%, Fe > 80%, . 30°C; 180 rpm; Tomasz et al.,

UL ferrooxidans Mg > 90%, Mn > 80%, Zn > 10%MifiE; 1.5%7K} 2021 [43]
90%

6.1.2. &EREFEF

MNERL PR 40 (B 1 BT AR P A5 ) o [ Wi < J 8 S I BR BT TR 110 5 — B R . Nie S5 [44]A1F5 1
DA 2D 18] 7 S8 A TR BR AT R X PR TH PR AR P 3 S R R RBUR . 25 SRR, TR AR AL S B AR I U 3 Ny
1 L/min i, BES 12 h Ja Wk P S AL R AT ik 0.54 g/(L-h), WAL RILT] 96.90%. 7E/N 96 h J&,
L& RS RN 12 g/l {ZRIIE 6 hy BEAGEZR 1 Limin B, 4R HRCR Sk 1) 91.68%,  [R]HH4E
B BRI IR

6.2. FEIFERIREPAIN A

SR BRAT B 7E RSB 7 T AR B3 . T R 55 [45]5K FH PVA-Ca(NOs), 1260 1 [F] 72 S T4k
FF, HAEE 7Bt 2 B33 T2 T A B RR AL S 45 R W, % T 25 HaS MR R Al ik 99%
LA I Cheng 5 [46]Ks S A VAR B AT B4 [ i 72 SR 2 Be vk b, FH AR AR P I iRk FE HoS, ot
SRR B R SR ik 4.12 kg/(m3-h),  TEARERIRE 2404 15,000 mg/m® 1) HoS I, 162 - A9 — Rk T
I ERR LN 80%.

TEILRR SO 7T, Fiits 75 S [AT1 I FU R B, i 3044 (22 T 2500 BR W B R v ARV 14 ) [ e A s
BRI EAEE S BB R, AANEAREAEE IR T 17%, (ERRIE P TR AR SE G T, B AR
REFFEAREAE 80%LA o IR, S0 EERERAT B o] T AR R PR 1L K S5 & E & IR 75K . Kande 5§
[48] LRIV 3¢ g 5 ] 5 S8 A IV ARBRE AT B R FH R B e DI AR A A W S B 2% A R B 115 K )
WAL E R T, AEE FK AR AR B AR T AR AR U B KI5 Gk, A T RIFRI 2%
Bo IXUEBH T I A B R B AR HAE TS K AL BE A 2k B AN AR E 1

6.3. BRI ER AMEERIRFA

i 18 P SE A R BR AT 1 A7 A2 2R K BGRB8 PR D A R 5 ) 15 A BOR T 1o 1 4
W EAEHAR b, RER S AR AEMIETE A E R I, AT K W3R T 72 25 U ) 1 P 2 e
[49]. R TRARIRT; Ty, 2558 B A [50] LAFR R 9 OB € AL I BRBRAT B, R R R X 12h, Fe?'
AT REEF 95.28%, Fe?FI% b F R SR 1 8 5. HIWERE S e, MRS
WEE(PVC)/NER[S1]. SR 28 BIAEIA[52]55 N T il 70 T FRL B SRR AN - JE MR LG 2 & 41 RH[53]
BEAT ] 5E 1) 25 PO ] 5 AL T PR AN DO U P i, T HL BB R R AR € OB LT E, G S T ok
GANAER

REPTE, AACIEBRERAT B HARRR R S AL Th e, ERA s Bl IRETE S AN & A s
KIFFEAAENMEN . S8 aEEMBR, TR IR ARSI 2 ok, BRI RN FaE
PERAE B, Dy H OB Tl A BT BEE 1 8 SRR R il o AR SR KB 98 82 4K 8 B0 T Bl 2 (L T2
TRHME G#E, Jrit— PIREIAE R R R T BN AT 7.
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7. S RE

A A I BRBRAT B R MG oz < R T R A 2% I R A 2R i th b © o H R A I 0, (HEI S A
R ICH R LM FEIRIT ARV TP B AR T Ik i L

(1) RMBCEAEFNEA L. BUAM LI EYR AR R AR A AR R A IR,
HH B Fe. Al Ca 8835 (A B ILR H, BN 5 270 18 048 o AT 7E R FF ARt ARZTFEIL A [T
R AR R . LA B R, SEEU R R A R M aRAIR Y, TR B B R S O
0 R A A

() T - BCEVM ARG .. HATHT A 215 B AL Fe?+/ST SRR S W 72, X A. ferrooxi-
dans 7EM L5 W) I AEVIRIE G, EPS 1F ] K ooBE il TR 8 A/ S IO A ROV Bk Z RGN . 1R
LG RHHS ForE. BARMAEMEIMRMSAR, W TME RIEMERR “0 W8 - Rme
Wi — IR - IR AT Z AR AR, N R SOE A ) AL B 52 (AR -

(3) EBMRAIRS E WA RB = . HETH T8 L/ R0 A, ferrooxidans V5 T4l LL R TE PR
IR, AR S T BRI S SR b A 2 o (38 N PR AT A% A VE 1 AN IR . ROR AR FE
e R IR EANE ST &, WK LT XM R HE S th 28 0f € LS T 2 &8 (1K pH MmEE 1
SR LA HIIL S Ak -

IS¢ b3 (), ARORBT SR $5 0~ BB D HERE: 65, £ PIRAEANR MAT VI € Bt TR Al
it 12 FAT AR ML IR LI ) S BR AR AR, fESL “ S5 - PEBR - IR AN Bl s fEdkz b, RS
DRI s L2 RN B (1 o 2 2 A6 21 2 T BUR AT A ferrooxidans 7EAN R /¢ A 22 71 B R0 25 AR
R AL, BUE SRR MR A, JFRR A RAEY N NI ATV [, &R UL E 4k A. ferroox-
idans AL ZEA AR T2, SIANENRRE A S BRI IEE TR B, DR M oo ER ik
PERNR Hd 2 fEORIEA b, Sa s A s, @S SR LR E, &
GEVP Ak FLAE S B [ P AR B P (IS AT P RE A TAR SRR IE L Z G ML . Il LRl LI TS
AR BAE A 45l , A EIE R EELL A. ferrooxidans A% L IR LA B SRR R .
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