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Abstract

As global mineral exploration increasingly targets concealed deposits beneath thick transported
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cover, conventional geochemical methods face fundamental limitations in signal attenuation and
source ambiguity. Phytogeochemistry—the use of plant tissue chemistry to detect buried minerali-
zation—offers a deep-penetrating, non-invasive alternative, yet its application remains predomi-
nantly empirical, lacking a systematic mechanistic framework and quantitative discrimination cri-
teria. This review synthesizes advances in phytogeochemical exploration from a holistic “orebody -
cover - rhizosphere - plant organ” perspective. We delineate four coupled vertical transport path-
ways—groundwater advection and electrochemical gradient migration, capillary evaporation-
driven ascent, gaseous nanoparticle transport via geogas, and direct deep-root uptake—and eluci-
date the molecular responses of plants to metal excess, including transmembrane transporter reg-
ulation and the exclusion-tolerance strategy continuum. Building on Kovalevsky’s biogenic barrier
classification and Hu Xishun'’s contrast-limit coefficient (CM), we present a quantitative framework
for selecting effective indicator species and optimal sampling organs. We further organize the evi-
dence by element-plant pairings, systematically reviewing the dominant indicator plant taxa, en-
richment intensities, and underlying mechanisms for Au, REE, Cu-Pb-Zn, Li-U, and Cr-Ni-Tl, with em-
phasis on landmark mechanistic discoveries including Si-enhanced cell-wall sequestration in Di-
cranopteris, Au nanoparticle translocation in Eucalyptus, and nanoscale monazite phytominerali-
zation in Blechnopsis orientalis. We identify persistent challenges including source apportionment
ambiguity, exogenic noise, and local matrix effects, and highlight emerging opportunities in in situ
microanalytical techniques and machine learning integration. This review provides a mechanistic
foundation and practical roadmap for advancing phytogeochemistry as a quantitative green-explo-
ration tool for concealed mineral resources.
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1. 51§

FEAER “OMUEREATE S A IRBI N, &7 SHR I & IR PR ZI M S5 e AR 5. AR R Y
Pkt SR R i ML R G E COREYORI S IR, A7 B 2 ) bl 0 AT 1A J5
R, BNREEY) . SR BIITRY S 5 X 2T RS RIRETIR[1] [2]. S EBsy LSt
AR AR KB R R T 70% 06T R B X, A Gl SRR I T TR A Pk

TERZRAE T, GBI s = A E RN (1) BRI 2 3 E0R R {55 oot
g94k; (2) HNEPI R RN R B SR L E RIS HAR S (3) IR EH AR, LA A
B X U RSN gs S, RgtmE . RA IR S B TR S &, 1 H i o
BT QSRR [3] [4]. EILTRY, “WRFIEMER Y M ROa A, A% OAE TR 14K i1
WSS ELAEAR R . AEARB IR E T, EYER 2 RO ERE ), RoRm, ARSI A, 132
iz (5] [6].

1926 4, AEDIERALSESK Viadimir Vernadsky fEHZA/E CEVIRED) T EUGRE “EVtiERILE” #
@, RGURIE T AEMES SRR TTTRIER . S E RN, 1938 £F, EE CMAFRAE E L
AV AT S T4 = B, S R A ) S0 b [X ek b (0 ek & SRR T KR R A LE
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JUFRE, JEERIE ST Brundin (1936)F1 Warren (1945) 1 J& T 4R R IR HHRR M TAE, BB TA
B [7]. WE, BN T —#EA 2 MRS R f£4E, Brummer 1
Woodward (1999) R 481k T# L. “Hi4E” (Becium centraliafricanum)fI3H 1 52 5 M) S HFE[8]; £
[, #I4R(1981) B FH R T MK (Loropetalum chinense)BRAMH FIRIEHT F0[9]. X L FHHERZR NWHE Y HhER
W ZEARAT 7B e 1 B S Al

EHER, THEQOINRGLHE 1 E =M VT IR TE LN BERE[10], ZERAEE(2021)
AT BT 2011~2020 4 [ S R 7 % 0 SOOI B FeadE R 1], R AR ER AL 2 D 8 FH b
BRALZE B EESr 5, IEAR T 7 VR SN0 5635 R OB 1

BRI 90 FEI SR P 5, FRAE 2 M IX IS T e, (R K IBAAE— AN L
ARG EEE T YR [ N AME A U ER AL 2 0 U ) S BRI FURCR A 8 MR A 21 SR AE )
M SE BN EEAESE, A R Y ) E BT IE A R, YR IR B SE 4t 1 BR S AT
®5%,

2. SRTTEMBRY FEHROEEIBRE

T FEAS A B BRI EAR ARG A 0] B 8RB 5 R), A =422 45 B R IR R
&% M. RRE AR RRIRAER], IR K B KA I RCR R T R K i B 1 g
BB W BEAE), MIMTESBRAEE RUE PR E s 5« el saa0” (LI 1) [6][12]. XA ITEA
SCRAARAN MRRA . ERGERFEMAESIB A S0, B2, R A R0l
8 S 5 R SR BRI B BB RN, TR ARAT B RS R AL X R s SR 1A T B A
OEARTE2] [13]e WEEWKAE, YR G SRR MR U VB Y - R AH ELAE LA
MICEITH W IR T A 25 E[14].

RATEELS . FNOSERE . BSAKEN . EEELRE . REEE ARGEN. RHED
s R . e e Al D BABE
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the complete migration pathway of metal elements from
concealed orebody to plant roots

E 1. EREARKEBR T RN TEIBBEREE

DRSS 5 RE B R IR AT B, SRR A Bl e g R ik L B R i 2 S
g BelE, FEADER SRR R . S BB S S B ANRAE, H AT A A —d R
FRAR T IR AT HAR IR G IR 7 15 30 135 #8412
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2.1. #TFARER SEUF LRI

Xt R CRE MR AR AT . AR SR RO BRI ) EHL R IR AL AL v, BRIK
- - AR EIE R, R AR B AL SR RN, BRSO R B AR A B AR SR
T Cu?'\ Zn?t. PH¥EE) [15]. FEAEHL /KIS AL B BE RSN T, X S ml i M 2 A0 W s . IR
T EL AR 2R Gt R ) s ) KR A [16]

BRitbz 4k, HAl AR S B0 R IE R R S e A LRI (WL 2) BALEIE R B T0 kS
Bl BRI S LKA E B RN R A 22, S 8E RS TR ER Y #i[16]. RN HE
Boox G H0 R 18 pH 10 SUE, TR I FAL S b 16]. FEXFHLHIMIRE) T, &JEHE K
AERERS, MIREBIRIE AR T RS /L] [16]. AR AR RIEHE T Fr4k H=FE & ¥k
JH. Leslie Z5(2013)7E 5K Talbot VMS W RIAF 7t —iEsE, BIEEIRZ e MBS 4T, HY%
BN T AR AR AR IR A A AL 17].
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Figure 2. The evolution stage of the “reduction column” in the saturated overburden sequence and the associated
metal migration process diagram (modified [16])

2. (EMBERREFIID “EREE" FURUMBRERHENERBIBIIEEGE16])

22. ERERARINFSEENTRER

ETHE. PR M, B4 E B UE S22 SR BT 0 2R 10 5 ) 3 (s F2 (1) 04
Wl FZE5m 2R Hh R 78 % T 8RN LRSI /K 775 S5 B AR T . AR PR AR AN K Bl 71 2
JREE, MR URA I K B AR AR S T, W IR LR s R DL AN AR A LR g)
[16].

Y HORTEIE R A 75k - ZZBHEUR G, &8 B 7R 2 bR, 127 = AN SR A = i
(1) 7EZL -2 i B A2 e bt s (2) RS/ A AR T E I B I B AL 3) B
BV i TARBRFLBR K, BB I 2SR R SR . X P RS2 R Ik, (1S PR LR N AN 2
200 mm FIAR I T 51X, AR RAEAT BeE i K I B A AR X 4 R R Uk B B AR R R BRI 225
[18][19].
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2.3, HSHPKNNHSETE

TERBIR B IRGEARIA B E RO L RGt, SEc RS EH Oyt A EEZ 5Tk, ik
TR A IR SR (U0 CO2v CHay HaS. SO MMEMEA A (He Ru) R K W 2L R I 2% ] itk
T USSR R AR AE I BT SR[S] [20] 6

SRR 0 el s B, FL RS (BRI AN K B RCK 20 3R T LA AR R R B G 1, BEBE A AL
AR R 48 1 9K B AORL(1~100 nm) B K 1 4 & 45 S (i B0 8 J) [20]. M S E 2
WRBRLIRZER, BT R EAIMEMIEE R SRR, XK & a2 o K AR AR ——
RIS RN B T A BRGNS, 3 1T 4 HE AR R 4 SR 8 e It N A Z3(20] [21]. 2 HBER
PR X G X AR - AR, MRERERT SHYEE SR T EES RGOSR LRI
Gt BEN—SER?>0.7), UESE T HUSHEN - MRER O - M Ox —4E SO R A R 21 [22].

24. FRABERRESE RO BINZE

(D) EERFZHEERRESEITER, 59 FDOBRRRE(WFEELYY Reaumuria soongorica HYNIG
IRFIR Eucalyptus spp.~ YN EHJE Spinifex spp.)BEALH T 82 78 5% B /1 11 1 B 3 #8 & St (Sinker Root Sys-
tem), HNFLIREETIATE 55 )2 2 A5 (30~60 m JI AR TEYR), BN ELFE A R SR ARAT IR LR ) IR AR S A
B R KB KR [19] (23] ERETETE T, KM 52 B 40 R RGEMHRR B J) 55 7] T — 2 T I

“TEEALEEE” , ST TR G B EEAREY S F3S. Lintern £(2013)7E Nature Com-
munications 38 1 P8I - B SRS RURL IR I, TE A2 X — AL P e 48 BB IE —— 4 DA KR
RIS HRAAR RS, SR Z 20t 7 4 [A) B s iig (217

(2) Rt AEYREsf S nsisE, BRI ESIIERIESI T AT BRI Z IR =L R 2R
B E BN Tumulitermes tumuli) WSBCRIM 555, FEBUE S 5 60 A% PR IR & A 43R XA RE T L
Wiz =K, TERE B E LSBT RN E A BUE . it 5 ). Stewart Il Anand (2014)7E
Garden Well 0 IRIGAF ALK, HBCERSOERUAFH Au & 02 BT 5 150 5~20 %, MR
() AP IREE R [24]0 XM A TSN RSBSOS, 1582 ERE R EY M aEE 5 HfilIF
Wk BIRTR 0 e o, ATTE SO R BE B SCRFNISL 7 AP ER AL 5 7 A4S 5[ 16] [24].

3. EYX & RIERIZER - 5 F M RATLF]

A TR S EEYIIRER S, TS R IR WA S E TR B0 R, )
PRSI TITRS 55 B AR I R W R 701 P S o 3K — RN B R E 1 AR S5 45 A FEE AR 8 71 250

3.1. BEEEEARERLEE

HEYIIR KM EAAEE - DN BRIESEA RS, AN &8 T3k NV A G Xk £ 2 il
YEF o TETHDN Sk FE B SR MBI, IX 88 1 RIK 7K 23 52 B e S i 1 —— 1R 6 B Foh AR BE At ide
PerEH FE s AL E 3) [26].

ZIP FKJE(ZRT/IRT-like Proteins)-5 NRAMP X j(Natural Resistance-Associated Macrophage Proteins) =&
BT R SR Zn?t Cd*. Fe? S5 LR BRI, 2 b ix g Jm R I B,
ZAE Y@ T A ZIP/NRAMP FRIERE8) “AP Bk , BRI S8 KR EIE A RN . 2811,
1E & FEAE Y Fh (Hyperaccumulators ) IX Rl L HE 5 A s, EATTTEIR BX L4 @ i i L R FE E 2 iIx
SRR IZ RIS, TS HAR AR AF 10468 2 Bozsirt iy 11X L85 @ A 26 ] -

HMA Zj(Heavy Metal ATPases) 74 J& HIA BT #M ORI [m)3h_F 20 23K i ia i b iz O dilE A . 3
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H, HMA2 1 HMA4 1 5O AEPIAR R LA N 1) Zn/Cd B IS IS E AR T S5 HMAS % 1%iE
Cu; HMA3 it &4 8712 24 MR AT XERAGMEEE(27] (28], &S SAEY BT CLRE = AE Sk BE 1)
M RS, HAEGOHLEIEZ HMA 2 FE S B0 @ KPR R A ——E A TR £ 3 TR R 4R
AR BRBERE, S JE BTN AT A e F2HER, TR R TS S X T R A R R 2 R (27
[28].
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Figure 3. Heavy metal ion transport mechanisms in plant root cells

3. EYIRABHRESRE FESHEHIE

3.2. @SR SR

REZFHWTZ FUX &R IR LI, S 17— 0 Se ik BA BEds 3 8 BB HESE
VIR SR TR, AR FRAEYIAE “CREVEBERR” 5 AL PR S AE AR SRS Z [R) SE A S
Z I HIEAL 251 [29] -

T8E 4 S W (Exclusion Strategy) & FEAE Y@ L H & B — LML HRILIE S & 4@ c R ANEIEN . (1)
HEBR - WA HLBR (R AR IR YRR 5, TEMAM SR PR TUIX pH BREL#E4% & & B B 1, (RAF HAEAR R ;
(2) WV T A B 5, ELIT <02 8 [r) T A 55 i s (3) PR <6 8 AR 2% [y iy b3 4 PR A Joia 35
g . WEERR I EEN X 7 0 SRS E AR T8 S XA I B, SRR R AR E S ——
R W E T EE B E0R 3E B IE[ 7] [29].

Figure 4. Tolerance mechanisms. (a) Cell wall immobilization and detoxification;
(b) vacuolar compartmentalization and detoxification

4. THHENEIE. (2) HIREEEIEMSIE; (b) REXMRLESIH
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i 14 S5 B (Tolerance Strategy) & 154 A Ta /A~ EYI R 2 R EUI M - # S AR, EAIA I &R
HENAR P, T2 28 s 5 K 1 B P A 2 D 28 B DR A = 8 B0 fer R ARAR IE 5 AR o R RN B FE (LK 4):
(1) ZHpEER E——@ i P4 R A gERAER R E(-COOM MR H(-ON) F it K RKESEE
P R T 24 R ol o, Rk O AR P U R TG (2) R X R A —— i BB R E
12 B FI(MTP K% HMA3), Wi 2 48 & 1 s iz 5 22 A AN TG BRI o el o, SEELA) 2R 25
[26][29]-

XM - PR, NEE O AR X 5 AN [FAE AR E 2 AR SR AN [R] 1 S e
N7 PR T R A AR 29] [30]. Dang Al Li (2022)FEAEYI KA gk bk — B8, XHEY) - &)@
HAER 2 FHLHIR RN, P ERL 2240 J7 72 e A TN B8 77 () B At [ 317

(1] By 32X 7 o S S0, 2 e S Jeg B P A7) >R H e B0 P SRS (P A ), EAR B o Wb W AT P 12 J2 9L By o ik
B4emEAWAER AR R TR &= R A, Hotth B3 o ) i E e S & R
BB M SRR TS RE. AEIRENESE HiEFEEEEYERRENT, Ba 5K
BER “BRESRE”, ERmERE . s SEYIEIER & TR IRIRE 1. AR AED bR,
ZHART e ETEATR LR T “ R IR AR ” Mk &/ “TRIREL” o MR 55 51T
iR 4 =F P I Z A I AR B AR R PR B, LA B ] 5 5 VR X B A 2R Gk kAR AN RT3 ) i A
R . BERT, AR IUNH EARE S B A E R AR BRGNS B, B IR
s RERHOET o XA R PR 1] 1 F1 AR M 40} & Bl AT VR R A b ARG B 2 = T T Re e . IR B4 K
2 B R A AP R E R A B SR T X, EHAD KR X AAEAE, AR ZHIX
WL LIRS X AR N 25

4. IERESHELFAASHERIMMIE
4.1, EUMRUFRARZE

BN INAES RS, AFERYIRNE TS 2 R R AN R 25 50 7] — B p 5 % B o 1 AT RE AR
FABC o WAT R A1 7 10 H RE 06 v R LSRR AR A M5 B A BRI SIS 8, R B MYk
ERAL A EARZ O L DUT AR A I SRR (LA 5).
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Figure 5. Plant geochemical technology flow chart
5. HEYIHMIRILFRARIZE
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4.2. EYRESXERERBEHERYR
FEIERILSE SR AL Kovalevsky Id RGO HEMIE B AR A, 26T “HYNRE SR TR

AL TR 7 R T AR R RS, X R EEERE TSRS T, BT
B HREEREREE 1) [7][32].

Table 1. Classification of plant biological barriers and its guidance for sampling strategies

= 1. EMEYRES XREAXRERBNES

BRI &R CRFAE b &
ot PR VRN R & B SRR A B R 5e RV IEMR, TR mBL % R EAR
TR PR ASCAE 58 e A JBE AR s IR A HY LR HAC B R, e R 5 R

R R ABLOR R BT, A N di e S BB E A [ SE BRI A PR EIES %
AR R Y ARG TG RN HIE, H E3E & IR A ERFE T SOKF GRS

43. HERWCM): EFFHENEERR

¥ Kovalevsky 17 PEERVS FEAL N T EAE 1) TAEHAIPE, $IPEI(1995)5e T 4 BE AR B R £ (Contrast-
limit Coefficient, CM){E Jy ¥t sk 4k 8 & b 1A% 0 e B AL R 248433
cm=S
Cb
X, CoNEVIFHERETRTENFHE, CGAERXAEDSE I TES BN FE.
CM {HE HI P ER e S N R IR G 25 43 9 a0 (W& 2):

Table 2. Classification criteria for indicatorplant effectiveness based on thecontrast-limit coefficient (CM) (after [34])

2. BETHERRARCMBIEREV BRI D RITERDB4])

CM 1HiEH AL E=PANG AL 1P

CM =10 A B(FRIER) VERESERERWNEE, BN TR
5<CM<10 B (1 RHR7R) FEEIEWEA RS, f[EeIVE T RAGREZHE LR
2<CM<5 C J(534E71) SR R BMEE AT PR, 52 A5 2 K

CM<2 D (FH) X 5RO REE R, BV %ISR A7 R Z AL B

CM FRFRIERRIATE T HEEFE . 1528 B W] EetE—— &V R T AN R A o i I 8] i 2 2 A A=
PR 72 I R 4 0 S RN T IR X, A AR AE 4 DL S AERE T T R Gk s U AR s ) 5 B IR
B SO TTRE33] [34]. ESKPrBIERAE S, CM B EPII IS e = % OV 25, BHHR )54
AR U B R R T S i)

4.4. EEFEITRETNTIHEES REES

4.4.1. BLAHREME RS

SR AW B 65 10 BEAR PR R B (CM) M T R B ER AL 22 P 58 B ME SR, (H7E B Ah sz il
A TREMSERE RS, BTAS - MRARGNR AN, CUEFINRFE ENE. W REEF T SIX A
B XL A, I BT T B TCVE B AR RS T A B, AT 51 R 5 11
(ERe I gs o

DOI: 10.12677/ag.2026.168109 1232 HOBREL2E AT


https://doi.org/10.12677/ag.2026.168109

FEEHT, RS

TEAAR N T 3R AR EROW 5 R LY 3 I R s A AR S s it BRASEAE Rl — Wb [ — 88 B
TCRIE R R4S T M SR AL. 28R B B S R K 4.

PR URBEN (PR S R = R SCR D RIS R S IR R 25 71, SEN SRS EE0E
AR EETFUIEEA KM, 2RI B0 0 i RS e B A R R B, Sl o s e Ay
ffeia; TMIAERKARIRIYT, B T 7K iR 46 2L B v i iy £ 9% BRSO AR, < 0 3 A 20 25 AN 24 B v
R L. PRI AR R KRB, AR AEAN R A 4 R MR fh ik = BLREAT k.

4.4.2. BISRBRSZ*

T X DU . A3 B A X R AR SR, i CRRAEA TR Rl S AR 85 5 H AR IX e — 5
[3] [35]o {EECHRACTR I, FEUCR AR LS 20 AR % 1 BB IE ST I o0 b ek i e B AR (i 1
SEE, FRORIETS SREREE 10 44 DA_E DI s g AT SEME[22] [33].

PERESAT TR, FZEE . R B FERFEAENI21] [22] X TIRA, BEBURERE 2 A4
B EUSGAAR A 2%, H RIS 5RO R K AR E . 1Ak, RERHE G RFEE, RIERAS R
AL 5~10 m? i [l N SRAE 2 PR A AH S RE AR ZL A B — MR, DA 22 iy SR I BB TR 22 3] [34].

SKAFE LA REAERAT I T A 1~2 J )R e B, DARIBERT (] 544 5 800 & BT A2[22] . 45 2
PEZEATAENY, RS A R ) T AT B SRR U S R R IR AR AL [36] [37]. X T4l %R s, ik
TP R 2R, g A 0 2R ARG (0D (B K 3 T BT 2 AR ) B AT R [9] [38]

5. TRIEYIX XREYT TRNEESHERHR
5.1. EAwKEETEYS ERFHE

&RV ERA FHH ORI R 2 W B bR e 2 —. #HTIR2002)48H Au 8T
81 RIRTTR——HARFPAAEREXS Au 2 IO PR A al il BRI 2R BE (7] [33]. FE RS
H, Au FELUB MRS AL S W ERGK R ERURL(1~100 nm) B XAFE, 9K SRR A] 2 H1 AR 2 K2 41
Jfa 18] 52 DA 56 B ORI A5 HE NARSL AR, B8 JS ZEAR 5T 3B 28 s Vi Hh Bl K i 223t ERR B [21],

Wit#k(Quercus aliena) 45 (Elaecagnus umbellata) e E B B4 RGWIE &8/~ E Y . 1 VG IS
(1993) 7 Z2U& G+ S0 X R EE R B, AR 2 A 4R TH I Au 4 B2 R E(CM) ITIA 1 5B 1 10~30 fif,
S ) R AT SRR S A SR RV A, 1IN R LT R X 3§ [34] [39]. LD (Reaumuria soon-
gorica)b AV ETEAC S - H0 R A SER R HEAR, R EE 25200 1) 7E H R b 1L it s Hopr &
Bt Aus Cu 575 5 B ARE™ 4 () 23 1) LA 80% [19] -

TEMRAH)NE, Reid A1 Hill (2010)7E Tanami &% K I Triodia pungens 1 T. basedowii " 7 H ] Au.
As T BRINEE TR Z RSP (>30 m) T BEAR &0 (TR I, 1ELE 5 R R p i B R AF[23];
Ja 8 TAEE— 2D E S G 25 R ™4 1) 3 ) U B8 73[39] [40]. 2013 4F, Lintern Z57E Nature Communi-
cations %IE | MW (Eucalyptus marginata)tt v I AL R I KAt 2~20 nm 1) 5 2R ERURLAL T g
AR RN BR L B R DL B GRS UE S8 S K RORL n] SR 4R R G e B IS B i B E 21,
Lintern #l Anand (2017)7E Boddington %4 PR — 47~ T GEMA - i - LIRS R HuE A [41].
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Figure 6. Schematic diagram of signal sources in phytogeochemical mineral exploration
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