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Abstract

The Mandibular Canal (MC) is an important anatomical structure in oral and maxillofacial regions,
and its accurate segmentation is critical for mandibular third molar extraction and the protection of the
inferior alveolar nerve in dental implant surgery. However, due to its small volume, blurred bound-
aries, and significant anatomical variability among individuals, traditional methods show limited
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segmentation accuracy on CBCT images. Recently, deep learning-based methods have significantly im-
proved the accuracy and generalizability of automated MC segmentation. This paper systematically
reviews the progress in MC segmentation, covering traditional methods, approaches based on three-
dimensional convolutional neural networks (3D CNNs), Transformer-based methods, and semi-super-
vised or weakly supervised learning strategies. Additionally, the potential future applications in this
field are discussed, aiming to provide references for further development and clinical translation of
automated MC segmentation.
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N[ 1] (Mandibular Canal, MC)/& — 26 EAT T N AUE W E % S 1E, A% T T REME. 3k
FRK, RN PR A SO N A, HEAORSCABALGEE, FONBRE, 757 N IE KRR L)k
WINRE. 75 FAEE =B AR AR[2] FMAEAR[3] IEAF R[4 2 G FRERIT[S|FEEF, 0%
FREE, A RE R BUR B BUK A R DI RERERS, FEmR S AR BLE6]. BT FaE BB K AMMEZE =
PE, WFEALE . GEN TR LR R A 107 A, XA AR S AR R TORE B E A T AU AR
JUREE ., NS I HER E M AR RBITF R4, o2 BSOS R AN AR A

2. THREBHZEINIREH K

1E FaE > RS H, N TaRIER S8 12 R . %0708 B G RHEA7E CBCT B4 E
BEMEE, FFNAmEILETEE, FEERS . B —80E RiF, #5E M AZAE5 M “Srrdt” .
SRTMIESERR M A A, N Lar BT SRAFAE LA [l .

1) Femy HARRL: SeBbniE—B N AUVE 8 FERT 30~60 8 AZE, e EH, MR, LU
B RS E i A B I 75 K

2) EMLESR, WOBZRES: T RUEbRVE I FE RO AR A S0 5 FIWRE 7). W1 E BEEL R AR
M LAMERRIE BRI EATER 12, /- BIRE T REI = -

3) BRARNA—BMAK: ASFER A T o AL B R FIWAAE— 8 EE R, JCHAEEATZ B b E
X3, 555 LA, AT e 23 1 45 S ) B A 1 .

N L5 E BTk i) i B A% N HETZ SR CT [7] (Cone Beam Computed Tomography, CBCT)f##i. HTH
IR A @R, =4ERURRE 7 DLAGRBUERER LS, #) 2 B AT S IR RAR AT LRI, ks
VEVEAY R AR AL B IR T EEAAE S R, SR, CBCT BUEA & i AR R o A 1 B 3R 5
SRR T2, R EARILE LR LA T

D) X E ST T A S E REHNEEREE, BWEXNEEK, LA, X
BWAMELL 3. [EIE, CBCT WREAEAE & BN BN, T30 NaE iRl

2) WHKERIFBMZANE: AF CBCT &AM UEFEOV). HiEEE. BB HFRESH L
TR K ZE R, B CBCT #= 4i— 1] Hounsfield Unit (HU)FR#E, 530 [ ¥ 4 06 T A4 (1) RIRAEAE 2 5,
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3) KA GIEFIANTT 2R : FEUETE CBCT i LUK AMAZE i oKk HAZTE ] 2248 S (n
3 XERTING ), 255 FE A aE IR T ER R 55 A B

NRLT EIABRAER, WFRE ORI 2R B FITE, EEAEAL G ER A BTN TR A
77 vk. Hb, RE2E2T51E, JTUHE DGR Z M 4% (Convolutional Neural Networks, CNNs) A48 & 1 42
1, EERZFAR S EIGUIRIAT 7 RERR, B HES) T 808 B 37 I 7T 5 57 [ .

3. THEBzSEIGENTARER
3.1. RGEGREESE

BT N A B AR AT AR N, AL IR ) (1) T (N GE vt TR AL ) DA A e T AR 1) 75 ik (An AR L T )
RN ATRENARN. ML, T BREBG SRR 7752 R %, & A A .

Rueda %5 A\ [81F2¢ i — P T R BN 4P BL(AAM)SS & B BbRiE R 2 #1077, £ 4k CT YA EF
BFMEMERIRE A, 5l G ALE DG W LA R, KB Bl S MR i J7VEAE 215 7K CT
P BBk, ~FREARZEN 4.76 mm, H&—@MHILERE ), HE 2R RAE T W11 15857 3h i i
K. #EMH, M5, Kainmueller 5 AN[91#8 145G Gt RARBIAL(SSM) 5 Dijkstra 5k #8101 =48 5
oy RITE . ZITIEESeEN SSM WIPUE T aE S &g 45K, FAH Dijkstra FIEARLER1E, 7E 106
] CBCT %tdfs ¥4l () R & @ A% 2 A4 1.0+ 0.6 mmy A2l 1.2 0.9 mm. #HLL Rueda 5 Ak —
eV FEWIGEAI T, ORI 7 BB RS, JRISR | SRS M RS, RO R E
WEREE, BRAE MRS . BE/G, Kim % A[10]58F =484 Rk dE g 5 g g, 2 —2 8 sz
FUR R AL T %6, 145 & 2B B 5 il 47 1E )i (Fast Marching, FM) 52 % R 8 0% Z 5157 AL
T, R&BEHREE, B BB ERUR, AL T OUE sk NVERE TR, HilEIF B,

ik, Abdolali % \[11]7E Kainmueller B 78 1254l 32 tH 25 & 2 A S 11 TR IR B2 (conditional SSM)5
PEAT HEE ) 7 FISRNS . H SeiEd 2 REASR 52 T+ CBCT BRI, BEJS AL T S0z B o2
WA KA SSM, VPG 45K, f/E B E EE %, FIH FM OB BRERAT . 1ZJ7757E 120
%1 CBCT %t LIGUEL T45 48 SSM 1 Dijkstra J77%, fEAC b f X3P E AR Z KT | mm, BosHE
TF P 53 BRS FBE o AF HL S A R v P MO L 5 N AL R o 6, 5 120 20 L B 220 52 i A B AT
ERAE AL, X AR A2 S R 52 25 9 497 PR 7 AT A B o

BRKRE, 165 BGAEE 7 A BRI BT . SIS 3 s Hh aT S — s ) 4 BIRE B, (H 3k
WA 2 RFAE S5 0 Je e, MELUIE R CBCT BUEH e S . it 5 MEA R . 2HOTEIIRALRES
HEAIMA O R, BANMERRER, 25 RAE A ALBE I L, ME LRI B ARG R 75 oK HET A IR
32 REE S

BRHE M 4% (Convolutional Neural Networks, CNNs)& 7 & 5 2] i g BARR M 8 2 —, il &
RS2 BUE LA AR R BUR SRR R AR 2 (G B, RSB HRETZNA . 2%
FR I 2% (Fully Convolutional Networks, FCNs)7E M 3EAil Bk R, HUH TG R h i &R )Z, SEOlT
BERF S, BONEZEEE S BUES FZERAESE . THia CBCT Hr T & 43 %1 B — 4 I 25 B8 (4 U-Net
SegNet) Al = kR 25 458 (41 3D U-Net. nnU-Net), % L FCN 224 436t AS , T4 2 Fh 45 f AL S s,
DABRTH 73 BIRS FE 5 BESE . /I T8 5IN T 2 W B s B2 2] Sm, DR R A N TARTE Rk
5550 SR URSA 5 (1) 0] 7L . 14K, Transformer 5 M1E 9B M B U7 1), 1B 29 @ 22 CBCT FAE 7%,
A A R RE 77, CEARNT B RE DX S8 A AR i 2 B L5 25 1) 435 ) e A 7 T e AL R AP 9 70
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3.2.1. ERMELHSBuERR

ERIARF T, 4EM R N G . S EEN . I fase, W N TR ERAESER
I EUTES o kO B R A CBCT %54 R 3R B AR TH U B, 44k — 4E IS T 51 B iyt iU R A X 4k
Hrp, U-Net[12] 2R HMREREMZEMZ —, BERANHRORY - IS0 i a SRR
B B RRAE, ARG RIE I EoRFEIZ K 25 [0 0 He e . NIREANTTE B, U-Net TEBA LKA E 50T B
(R RAE 2 2 M B R, 20 BRmEEHEERE T2, 8T 7/ Birgh i K Z X 8 i)
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of U-Net network structure
B 1. U-Net M4Z 4514 R EE

£ U-Net ZUH5EAE I, Faradhilla 58 N [131BF0 R aUE 70 1 AOSEBIAT B R AL, SR T Ik 2 AR
M £ (Residual Fully Convolutional Network, RFCN) AU Bi451 2 Ll (Dual Auxiliary Loss, DAL). RFCN £
Gmtd ik P Bl NFRZE S, JFELUB KA R (Strided Convolution) & 0L Giil (L3 1E . DAL 48 X 4Rk 5
GG, JERH T Focal Loss PASF#T IEFAREAS L], (R Iy 94k T BIUE 344 DI 5 3 S AR B0 B RFAE 27 2T
SR SE IR, RFCN 7ER AN s 45 L9 73845 91.4%F1 86.8%) Dice A%, (HAAIIZid fErh 75 EF
B TTIRALE . Wang 55 A[14]3T U-Net W%, EGmSER1E 5] NFkZP(Residual Block), 1@ 1ESE
W55 (Identity Mapping) ZEfi B FE T 2k, $RTHRFIE A 38 X038 75 2 B AR S N 233 17 45 ] <5 7 B4 T AL (ASPP) B
P, FHARY k2RI RE RS 8 RN 456 23 817 & I HLE (Spatial Attention Module), 8@
I f KA 5P S R B 5 1, R SR X SRR s $ 2K R R H Dice Loss 5 Focal Loss )4
Ery O JE M 45T 35 Dice FRpRiAF] 0.899, FEAL T AT xS LLif& 4t 2D W45 (41 U-Net. SegNet).

JUE ERIET 2D U-Net BB EAE AL fiabr LIS 1805 1) Dice R, (HILITEBETRTT 32 ZA
TG W R ERFE IR 5F . BT CBCT EMG 2 =4Esidls, 1 Z4E BB KT v EIRIBURHIE,
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TCFAR IR TR (RGN ] RO ] RDE L &R, A DR A i B S I = 4B AT RS . S N
FEATES MR Z T AR A B R s A i SRR, AR ) BT O R AT e T B RS (1 I . AH
bbz R, =4SSR REGS 70 0 SR HUZS [BARAE, SR ES V) ISR SRS MG B, 7@ R AT IX
PR . EAT 25 T = 4 A ) 45 A N e 300 HE B B R e £ 35

3D U-Net {E A= 2 B o El B B0 12 (0 = 4EM 28 580, R R il o EMES M EmiE S . %
P25 Cigek 25 N[1514H, 76 4k U-Net fJ3EaE L, BEBZ. S L RFEHRIESTHY B2 =4k
FP, =g RIS ECOOR T AR T AN BRI AFAE . Kwak 55 A[16]% F 45 HLEL T — 4 W 2% 12 7Y
(2D U-Net Al 2D SegNet)5 3D U-Net £ CBCT FaiE /- #I R, SLInsi R SR, 3D U-Net fEHER 2
(Accuracy)5-F3)22 3t (mloU) 55 4abn FI B0 AR T MR, fE TR, RS =4 HTE T TR
THFE L T gAY, (RS T A (0 5 2 S AT 5 T i IR H B i ) R AR AR R T

RN 7L 2 BEER R 4G 3D U-Net 4489, {F i 56 3D U-Net B T~ CBCT R A 7 #I 0 5T,
Jaskari %8 N\[17]7EbR#E 3D U-Net FUFEAS [, 76 N RIFS FORFERB A 5 N T8z, JIZRRRA 323
R FE PRI BENLRFE LU THR 4, 25 B7E AL |- Dice %0509 0.679 F10.677, BARMERE R ZE L
FAL4: SSM J5idi, BAIE T IRE 2 2] U vEE =4 CBCT $u¥i b /0 B N A el 4708, R0, BT IIlgR0E
KZIHFRE(E R 4 mm $FEA IR ), BBIIED AT @M LA — e A2, [FR/NRST patch
(I 2RSS SR T R A 45 R S B . [EFE, Dhar % A[18]3E T 3D U-Net, K R+
OERAE NN IIR)G, A% 0 4 SR I SR B O 2R, IRt — DB T W R R4S iR
I3, BRAGE R ES: R B T A BT . 7E 30 41 CBCT MRS, HiREE T 0.62 mm T3y #i 2k iE
ES(MCD)F1 0.70 ] mloU, JREF LA TIE AL e BTG E, (AXTHE T 120 51 1% 2 A B
BALH . HTAR CBCT W& M ABEE UG FF I S g 450 L AF/EZ R, Jarnstedt 5 A[19]%:T 3D U-
Net, ffif] 1103 2 s, 28 £ AR CBCT BEHHT ISR 5V04,, 5 A5 0B 7 55 5 v Hidis
TNHZACMERE . S TR RIS, A ATIFE TN S RS A HE Y B S N AR R R kR, TR B
IE A AR, (A 6 FR ST 357 1 2R 25 (SMCD)E BV FAN 4 bR 45 R R, SRR IS B &t ATy
TRFFRRE M RE, HL7ERR AR DT M Lok BB I 22 47 F3UR RHE FAR T I — 3501 7K F . Oliveira-Santos %5 A[20]
W& T A AR A5 - BIMNALYRI /3 BTS84 iz Ak Be T, AT TI4E TR B AN[F CBCT
WA IEAE, FEARRRRINEG TS BF X, LR N A & AR B (e 4 B Ak . 385 B
BT K A I O SEBS o, (B2 AL BIFEAH, REE 4> HI°F3) Dice 2%04 0.792, £ AL #
A7y 0.789, WHZERTLSTHFE L(p > 0.05).

B4 3D U-Net 7E NalE 70 B (0 R FTR N, T 4G Z8A6 2 47 5% 6 Hh PR e AN SR IR 1) 3, 0 73 7 G e
fit EHEAT T ARG, 0 Du 25 A[21 13 1 T 3T 3D U-Net J45 471 5 /IHL#HI Y Attention-3D U-Net 22
Fo NPRARARIE A, AR f O 26 30 5 XA K I IR DR A R R A%, I LR e BFLAT T
AL NS H T ROL, $FHIIRRCR; fEMZ T, 51N seSE ¥ & /i (spatial and channel squeeze
and excitation) FINAL — 7658 XJE(BCE) K R %L, L scSE #H i1 sSE F1 cSE Wi&B 4l ik, 7l 2% [A]
530 A B 1 O SRR AR A N, 38 I R A DGR X RIS, A AR T N A X IR SRR . H
-T2 /IN patch 125, B4R S (MR RE JIATI 2R, 1K A2 IR B 2 ) 43 I b i LA i) . DR oA 55 3D U-
Net 76 FalE 7 E1vh Z tH BL 24 5 30 FEANE S 9 /8, Jeoun %5 A\ [22142H T Canal-Net GEZMEE A LR
M%), %75 3D U-Net JJEali, 7EMRIDERAR T 5] N T WA BRI 1d 12 2% (ConvLSTM) LR,
F T Jii B2 Jo 3B 2SR AIE , R IFSR F 24T 4% 2 SIHESR, 78 = SRR B 25 At B 51N 2P I 480 2K (Multi-
Planar Projection Loss, MPL), #F— 5 5 A0 B R 55 1) 1) 3% S PR A il i JR) i -5 4 R R AAE 1 P [ 4K, Canal-
Net A RERTH T FAEAR AT ULRE X 3k (38 B s B 0k, S5 25 0/ 0 20 BT 4 1) 1) . (L pl T RO 4% 55 2 FE 48 m,
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Canal-Net #EFERRZRNH BAFMIFHGR. Zhao 55 N[23]4&H 5T Frenet ALAR7 4 (Frenet Coordinate
Transformation) ) 77 7%, B T AE PO REBIEAC AL bR R(DIR & L&, BEAE), sl
SHEBRARIHES, TR T AU AR . X — 2 HE B T R R 4h CBCT S8 IR T A 25
SEESE AN, 1A TGS 5 RIHERTE S % B . 1% J7VETE CBCT NalE 2 #E S lE 7
Dice 0.865 + 0.035 (AL TERE, FEARLE /> BIVER R SHEFE R EH T nnU-Net (Dice 0.844).

YT AR XN HAE R 5K CBCT BUE b o LUARAR, BLBETE B2 HER A R R sl AT I 5 KB i
Rk, HABFCRA T 2B By RIS, DR AR ISR TS 2 . Lahoud 45 A [24] 7 Jeffi H bRtk 3D
U-Net /E%5K CBCT EUE FRHATHL &1, W5 @ 6r N i R EX 3805 #0085 /30 ROT,  JFH NG A
3D U-Net #HATFE 43 #, SAAAYAE 236 4] CBCT i#s FHUS 0.774 ) Dice R%0. XM BT AL
BT o R AR R, AR T S AR, RN SP I R [0 21.26 £, R R4 4R
. Ak, K EI BRI ZE v BETELH 73 B Bk — B OK,  H ROI B8y M SR BEX B 24 7 B 45 AT
E—ERM . [FAAFE, Usman 55 A[2515F 1010 I RKMAEL CBCT #dl, & Jcidd B 77 EahAE % & A
(Dynamic Windowing) 7l &b #E 3% 5 " AU X 3oef LU BE, [l 30 FH R B2 B 7 77 U-Net MUE AL N AIUE, 15
sh5 % N NV&Z U-Net (MSiR-UNet)4l{bii At . Z 5750045 1 0.751 ) Dice 2%, 2 EkEE 412
FFas1a]. Lin 28 N[26]FERERH T —ANKL > SRR — AN 0 BB, P 13T 3D U-Net 2889, AR
THEFIEE e J1, MR 5N T S5 4E BkIK %1% (Dense Skip Pathway), 3145 22 A4 il J2 4 1A% 336 25 A 3
FEGHY — ARt R b SEEL T 2 5 PR AR & o RN, VR W 45 M) (Deep Supervision)# 51 A LA g 7Y
WS Ak, NGRS BT, BRI S N Bottleneck 454 . SLIRLE R EIR, Z 7 EENIASE L
Hf3 7 DSC 0.875 95% HD 0.442 mm [F1ERE, WEHRF T CBCT FalE 7 #I it 52 1bpe i 24
M, ZIEAE SR B R AT i SR I S BRI, Aok TAE AT T 2 A0 36 iuE K s Rl
BALERE . Ni & A[27)ETACFI B, ¥ 4iid 2D U-Net 78 5 2 (1) 45 4 5 I ok s 1R 31 R A 1 K3
A, 454 MPR (Z-F1H E&)fE =48 ROL. b5, FIH 51N T 5% Z ¥ 0(Residual Block)f) 3D U-Net [
Z81F ROI W HEATAH 20 51 s 7EAH 2 B 45 IO EE AL b, $RECF A o 28, FRiT O 2 AR ili— R VI R Patch,
%% Patch 43 Bl N5 /> 3D U-Net BEATREAN 705, e 20 R R0 F145 L, 13 8 52 B R Al =4 %1
ZITEAE 625 B Z ity CBCT #ddfs BT 7Pl ZEAMTINLAE T EE 7 DSC 0.960. HD95 0.288 mm
AR g R, FEARAT B SR80 25 A T Ik B 1 |/ St KT .

3.2.2. BF Transformer S EIEZBE1L

Transformer Z24i8 1 B V3 B AIWLHIE BORRKIE B AR BOC R, AHBA GG MM (CNN), 723
fE AR B SUE BT I B RS IR, VFZ AU E S Transformer N T 2 AR B 170 F)
f£55, FHHS T REFA. W, Hatamizadeh %5 A[28]152H T UNETR BEAY, B IRTEER F 524550 H)H K
H Vision Transformer (ViT){F N4mtdds, WEomib 7 & RFFEERRE/); )5, Hatamizadeh %5 A[29]3
— B H 7 Swin-UNETR, 5| A J&# & HiE & 71(Window Attention) 5 15 2 ML #1(Shifted Window), 7E{#FF
2 SR AN RE T BRI, $2 T 1 R B AE T R AR BRI, 2 I b8 S R 2 SUAR 43 BT 55 rh AR I A e M e
SR, I 1) Transformer 70 #7715 F BRAE TARBCRS T, X TR RER/DN K m N
g5y, DTG 2> FORE A R I I . BT XX —Hkdk, Lv % A[30]7E Swin-UNETR HEZE [y 5Ll k4T T %
X EE, BRI L W] 2 Bs, Jmid ARl 4k 2R VU2 Swin Transformer $2HUA RIFHIE; RIS
AR EIEAE 48 U-Net 2589, FEAERE— MRS B 5| NIR FE iR 22 B A(DRO) B H DU SARF SR B, [RIINF 45 &
BERPFHERL G WG, BTN NS 4HRL B S5 A PR AR T o 2T VE RS T 0.844 1] Dice 5% A
M, 5 CNN WAL, RSO FE 7 HHg, HAE T AL 5 ZLIX S 4075 9> B EA 2
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Figure 2. Schematic diagram of network architecture of the mandibular canal segmentation based on Swin-UNETR improve-
ment proposed by Lv ef al. [30]

B 2. Lv F A0 HAIET Swin-UNETR B H T E 5 BIME R~ EE

323, 3 ESHEEFIRE

TEBIRAREM B DL T, BFAE AT 2205 N B 5 55 B 2 o) S, DAY/ o b 4 b v 4K
o IR ARARE AR EIR I T XS 5 FR R, JCHE XS EIT G AR R . bRvE A & i
IGPRIFEE . Lim 2 A[317E BN, B8 F TARESE IR, Bl b2k i S
EFEATE, BT BIUIGE. BT —CRE FRBICT N TARER R, (Bl T hbnss b AR n] gt
2 BN, B AR Y E AN SN b 1 23 RS FE (Dice 4004 0.58. 0.55 AT 0.43)475 K5 B #H AR /K
S, PR T TVE SRR B R . Cipriano 25 A\ [32]7E45 48 3D U-Net ZEM AL 151N T A7 B A5 B4 hD
B, #2157 Positional PadUNet. FF45GIREAMEALRRIIA, 4 2D WMbibsiE B3y BN 3D BRI,
FER T N T WK SRITEATF CBCT B 4L h kA7 PPl 1 Dice REUA 0.79. HT R A 73 H1%
BRBUEFHEE R S, AR BB E N EERRN AP A S GINRZE B, s EmE. WE
Cipriano 55 N [33]KATELE 347 BIFGEIAREEAT 91 B3 EEbRE R B B, AW B IREE S S I ZREi ol
AIATIERE, BT O B A ) T 2 S5 AL 5 I SR SRR AR AL

4. B4

ASCEPR T RS TURBES 2T CBCT BRI /3 RIJ7E . 8 1L T I A RARR PRI (1 J2 44 25
B HR FUS DL S OCEEFE AR (W1 Dices ToU)SEN 2.

Wi RGMEL CBCT A& 73 F sk A ok e v LUK I, BT =4EE U2 W 4% (40 3D U-Net [
FLOE B (0 D7 VEAE S B AE B PE A B AS e Ve DT TS 98 2 AT, 3E A T ARHESS AR R I T A B SR L.
B N AUE AN BT R, 3£ Transformer ZEA4 7R & P45 (40 Swin-UNETR )i i 540 4 J& R AiE i 1,
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Tt T I FESAER NGRS EE ST, (BINSRR AR, X EE AR 5T S BIREOROR, R 1 R IR R
PRI R AT AT

Table 1. Comparison of automatic mandibular canal segmentation methods

* 1. THEBMAEGEIL

el

bt EES

5 5] CBCT ] Dice: 0.914 (—)
FARHEY) A Dice: 0.868 (Z)

SCHR WA 2% 25K
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