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Abstract

This paper addresses the challenges of small-scale traffic signs, large scale variations, and strong
background interference in complex road scenarios, proposing a traffic sign detection method
based on an improved YOLOv8n. First, an RFCAConv module is introduced into the backbone network
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to enhance the network’s ability to represent multi-scale features by combining receptive field
modeling and channel attention mechanisms. Second, borrowing downsampling from YOLOv7, a
multi-branch structure is used to reduce feature resolution while preserving spatial details and
minimizing background interference. Finally, an ASF-P2 multi-scale feature fusion module is con-
structed to fully utilize shallow high-resolution features, improving the model’s ability to detect
small-scale traffic signs. Experimental results show that the ARV-YOLO model achieves an mAP@0.5
of 80.8% on the TT100K dataset, a 9.9% improvement over the original YOLOv8n. Simultaneously,
the model’s detection accuracy and recall are improved by 9.3% and 7.1%, respectively, effectively
enhancing the detection performance of multi-scale signs and small targets in traffic sign detection,
solving the problem of strong background interference, and demonstrating good robustness and
application value.
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Figure 1. ARV-YOLO network architecturer
1. ARV-YOLO R4&2E#
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Figure 2. SSFF module structure
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Figure 3. TFE module structure
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Figure 4. RFCAConv module structure
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Table 1. Ablation experiment results data

*® 1. HASIRER YR

Model ASF-P2  RFCAConv V7DS  Parameters GFLOPS P R MAP@50 MAP@50-95
YOLOVSN x x x 3.0 8.1 0722 0.632  0.709 0.54
A \ x 2.6 130 0714 0719 0773 0.589
R x V x 3.1 8.9 0.767  0.66 0.751 0.576
\Y% x x \ 2.7 7.9 0.715  0.661 0.727 0.543
AV \ 2.4 129 0741 0.728  0.782 0.597
ARV % \ \/ 2.5 13.7 0.815 0.703  0.808 0.623

N ARV-YOLO #88 BL&A sei E () skbrfE L, WS HIBALE TT100K #idEdE FoF e T — &5
VHRNSZG, FesE B | b, EARMZSIEN YOLOV8n B/, H mAP@O0.5 fihr N 70.9%, A
ZHHERZ 3.0M, IHHEEILF] 8.1 GFLOPS.

FAGI N ASF-P2 SR IRERI AR A)SHERD T 04 M, KR NET 08 MES A, HA
RS T 8.7 NAE M, mAP@O.5 B 70.9%5E T+ 5] 77.3%, $2m T 6.4 MNE 4, mAP@0.5:0.95
54.0%F5EF 2 58.9%. X ULHH ASF-P2 BEHRREGE A BUM R ) 5 7 HF R R AE A DI R o AR AR, A8
BRI PR RS« /INRSH S AR E T INRURE,  ATIEE T H AR 58 77 AR IR B . BRI HRAE NS
P N, ULEAREE T2 HARA H, RIS A BT, (HH FIZEA mAP febR 4RI ] LLE
t, ASF-P2 7E2E /N H AR A 1087 TR I A, 6 2 il A AT 55 2 A B e e E .
5] N RFCAConv #EH IR IE B R)ZHASEI T 0.1 M, IHHEZ 7 0.8 GFLOPS. XMl
R RIETE 4.5 DNE D H——M 72.2%%] 76.7%; mAP@0.5 #&5 4.2 N2 A, 158 75.1%. iX RFCAConv
BTSN AR BT, A ARRER IHLE], X O X AN RoEE BT R, (R4
RENE SO NGV EAS Il bR A Sy A HHRIEIA S RBARAAEMEE, HISERTRPMITRMEM, -
BRCRARIAEMHIRE . 1m0 RGeS RM TR b, X EHERYOUREHE IR E IS .
T2, RECAConv HA & BLAR Kl i 5E 22 H AR, A& LAY S v ff b X o4 0 IR 1 2S il bR £
[Al HE X} Precision [ DTk 58T X Recall [AITTHk. HA FEREIRTHEEARK—RA 2.8 NEH A,
Ui IH SR X — AMRFAESS SR AR SETH /N B bR A B RE 2B AR RN vIDS SRS (id
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R R 7.3 ANE R X ULIAIER B RRERL & R 2 5y 3R RAESS Ak ok, T DLTEAS IURE FE AN B Ak
Z AR BT BT RS T =/ MEH(ASF-P2 + RFCAConvy + vIDS) 52 3457 ARV EHLR T
mAP@0.5 153 80.8%, L YOLOVS8n = 9.9 AN 75 sl AEHAZE AN [B1225) 7] 2 81.5%H1 70.3%——43 7ll4#
T 9.3 7.1 NED A mAP@0.5:0.95 1A E] 62.3%, Tt 8.3 MNE N M. [EFFEENE ARV B IS4
& (2.5 M)FITT B E(13.7 GFLOPS)IE 2 R EFAE AR, 2] 1 HS FE RBP4 .

BN DGR H AS [F] 77 [ T T B fE——ASF-P2 #iHsi Ak T /N H % 44 [81f /7. RFCAConv fiidk
BT 2 RPBERFAE AN BE 71 vIDS B 1 23 ({5 B AR B Ae 70X =AM g &2k )5, ARV-YOLO
R B AE 52 A4 A2 a8 37 s LB AR MR /N ROBE RN 22 ROBE A8 AR 76 . Wt T T BRI & ) 1 it 20 1 50t
JE Y AT AALKT EE I, B 7R ARV-YOLO fEAZ bR &AM E 5T 808 . 414 7 BRRIIIFE, 5
BB U PR AE R M AN RO IR, TEZE SR 028 I8 5 BUR MEVE i e AL /N R SHAR s 1T S50t Ja RS B
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Figure 7. Visual comparison: before and after improvements
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3.5. xtEbscng

NP IRUEARSCATHE ARV-YOLO #A it 52 4hae 71, 35 2007 230 10 B el 59553
ATHE R EL S8, ALFE I BUS I 2% Cascade R-CNN. Faster R-CNN [9] LA % L[ B 5% B AL R il %8 RTMDet
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Table 2. Comparison of experimental results data

2. WL R KR

Model Parameters GFLOPS P R MAP@50 MAP@50-95
Cascade-rcnn 69.828 163 0.750 0.616 0.721 0.559
Faster-rcnn 41.574 134 0.730 0.523 0.630 0.498
Rtmdet 4.866 8.061 0.841 0.665 0.786 0.606
Yolox 5.046 7.606 0.670 0.736 0.746 0.549
Yolov10n 2.3 6.6 0.671 0.63 0.682 0.515
Ours 2.5 13.7 0.815 0.703 0.808 0.623

MFE 2 T LLEH, FHET Faster R-CNN. Cascade R-CNN iXZKAE S I BRI, ARV-YOLO 7E
ARl EHR KA. efsEE 1A 2.5 M, 1HHEE 4% 13.7 GFLOPS, F1 Cascade R-CNN tt
HLR, XN EUE A HIFAR T 96.4%A11 91.6% . LER MG B 77 1H , ARV-YOLO HJ mAP@0.5 X% T 80.8%,

Et Faster R-CNN & 17.8 N H 4> 51, Et Cascade R-CNN 5 8.7 N H 4 15

TR LR 1 I AR FE K R

TR BRIRTEHRE, (AL REAE S A A5 B HE AR A U A2 I AR & . 1 RTMDet. YOLOX 1X 46 Haift Br g s b A
M LEFEK, ARV-YOLO HIZHE > IR T 48.6%A1 50.5%, IE4iBCRELF. RTMDet (RS2 B4R
T — r5.(84.1%% HE 81.5%), 1H A [MI# kb ARV-YOLO 1 3.8 N 70 M, S5 mAP@0.5 tb ARV-YOLO
ik 22 NEZ A YOLOX AR SH(73.6%), EEHZERA 67.0%, #4& mAP@0.5 [k ARV-YOLO

% 6.2 MES S . X B ARV-YOLO 8% X BEREAF fib-2 FE 2 L]

B S b A GRS E A A 1] 3

LNy P JEP

REAE R A AT b7 55 B

-~

Test
images

)

-

YOLOv10n

Ours

-

J

Figure 8. Heatmap comparison
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I

3E

#

ARV-YOLO 7E mAP@0.5:0.95 X Mg R ik 2] T 62.3%, AMLELFFY BAS I 2532 T+ B 2, #1 RTMDet.
YOLOX Lt AH 2050/ 1.7 1 7.4 ANE 43 s o X UL B A R /N 2SIl bR 2 #RREHERA IR B A e 1L, S
IR5%. ARV-YOLO ZHUsARK, (HAM MG M A S Y E R L, RHEAH N 2 RELE
PRERRAB R, S-SR L. DG E RIS IR, AR S TR ANME .
= BIGIE ARV-YOLO HEAY ] A2 il A 2 X 4k 1) SGVE ML S G BERFIE E AL RE 7T, % YOLOv10n 55t
Ja AR BUTE TT100K MEE b1 BT TR e o #r . #8006 R ] 8 BT o

AT R W, YOLOvVIOn 7EIRAIEAL /N2 bR T, MG R oR 1 30E XA S AR, 1
HiAGWAERE . XMIEE S L RGN —hrd, AR E AR ABARE. ARV-YOLO
BEAL X RSB —Ff ' RIS X IR A, IS . S AR /N B AR, s X5
FEAR T, T AR A T35 B N 28 7 o 2B DI Rl i K/ NV UIR K 135 B, ARV-YOLO
B2 RERHERG BT XA LR BREREE 551 A0 K RSHIAR &, AR 55z Ab /N RST 1A
Ho ME8 BEEE K, BXAFE RN H AR R R]

4. Z5ig

BN ARG s 2 lbR SRR BN K S PP S s 8, AR T — R T
#t YOLOv8n HAZids £ 5L ARV-YOLO. JEIT7E T M2 5] X RECAConv B, % & /852 B 2
[VRFAE S AL ARy IR, B 5 T 280 22 ROBE DGBR XIBURFIE I R BE 7 K% ASF-P2 2 RBERHIERR G
SERFEREIN P2 ARIE, ASFIHERE R PREREHE, BRI T/NEAS @R ERIRIEE ) FR G
V7DS NRFERR, IR SRR SOFAT SRS, CERRCRAE 2 A 1 R G RUOR B T A (R4 (S
Bo FRBUHERFFAVE S MRTIR T, ST RHMEIREL. 2 RUERE 52 RS AR I R ARAL .

7E TT100K ¥ 48 - szt st KW, ARV-YOLO #7A! f) mAP@O.5 £ 5 80.8%, Lk YOLOvSn
B 9.9 NE A, KIHEMA RS 5T 9.3%M 7.1%, HSEEMH 2.5 M. 5 Faster R-CNN.,
Cascade R-CNN. RTMDet & YOLOX % £z, ARV-YOLO 7ESE R 48.6%~96.4% 11
N, AR T AR AR R B R . SEEEE R R A A — IR T B AEEE R SR N H AR S £
JUBE H AR $0 R 5P S BTt e Ak B 7 T 1 A 8k

J5 B SR R A T A A () S HE R R, IR B ARAYAE D G H R e LI v RO SR
HE5 A B TS BIRTHIUT 5 2 il bs BRI R e v, DASE GF il 2 B3 B B RRIE S RS HE T
(1 SR B 75 2K
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