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Abstract

Switching surfactants are novel high-end surfactants that can achieve reversible transformation of
the molecular structure of surfactants by artificial triggering means to achieve controlled and re-
versible changes in macroscopic physicochemical properties. This paper introduces the definition
and types of switching surfactants, and elaborates the structure and properties of electrochemical
switching, optical switching, acid-base switching and CO; switching surface activities, and de-
scribes the switching surfactants.
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