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Abstract

The formylation reaction of phenolic compounds is an important organic transformation of aro-
matic aldehyde skeleton, and the resulting products salicylaldehyde and its derivatives are widely
used as key intermediates in the synthesis of drugs, natural products, functional materials and lig-
ands. This paper systematically summarizes the research progress of phenolic formylation reactions,
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starting from classical methods such as Reimer-Tiemann reaction, Vilsmeier-Haack reaction, Duff
reaction, and Casnati-Skattebol reaction, and discusses the characteristics, scope of application and
limitations of each method in detail. On this basis, the new catalytic systems developed in recent
years are introduced, including green synthesis strategies such as metal catalysis, organic catalysis,
heterogeneous catalysis and photo/electrocatalysis. In addition, the regioselective control mech-
anism of formylation reaction and its application in the total synthesis of complex natural prod-
ucts are discussed, and the future development direction of phenolic formylation reaction is pro-
spected.

Keywords

Phenol, Formylation, Salicylaldehyde, Regional Selectivity, Green Synthesis, Natural Products Are
Fully Synthesized

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 51§

MR AW E— K ZAAE T HARFAML i g oo, HE B — B2 G0 E b8
2O FLIR . — o FEMY BTS2 B Re A S B A, R B A0 S 7 AT G P2 ) 7K A B (408 2 O R ) [ HLAT AR e
2. RZ25. Bk DIReM RIS AL A S ()32 N T 8 32 50« K B B VF 2 R IR
g, WaRE R EY . T R AR K 24 55 B B BRI [ 1]-[3] .

Py (1) RIS e s 2 TR s P49 3 ZE R 7 T ) S vy 0 v DX 3l 38 e b 7 Py 8 25 1) AR A BOR 7 51 N R
M AE . H TR an i v RN, M A S e B e R SR SITE Y, {EL R B R A i e R B %
B =4 1o A% GE G R AL 7772540 Reimer-Tiemann 2 3. (58.475/8%) « Vilsmeier-Haack % N (POCl:;/DMF)
Duff J (75 FH 3 PURZ/FR)FI Casnati-Skattebol Jz S (MgCL/EGN/Z &) E XA S, (HIER 745
P IR A BRI 1 1 T T AT A A e A3 (R [4] [5]0 IEAER, BHAE ¢ A5 B8 IR AR AL B AR
IR IE, WERENIIER T AR H AR 775, X775 T S @ M (Pd. Ru. Cu%5). AL
s AESSAR L (REPEGORIRL . Z LA ML A JeEA A, TEIR S RN . s X ik
PR AN SR AL S5 AR ST TS T 3B HEE[6] (7] ALRIR B 1L RG0S5 M 2K AL S B B e gk e . &
e R BB AL 7 S NI, SR TE A0 R T SR R BB B A AR 2, BRI L IX 3 i 6 1 1Y)
P S, FEH 2 HAETRIRF= RN LG40 53 B (0 LR 5491, ¢ ol 12 0k PR A SR R e 7 Tl JEAT F EE

2. ZHBPBRILTE

Reimer-Tiemann < W T 1876 “FEHiil, ZMy2R4ARNL AL RIS M 77k . [IONALERPS B &G 78 s A
TR A RECCCL), EESHENE T RACHRINR, 2Pk R = SR g KR8]
ZRPLRALE TR B R R, BT AL =) SR, FLRBRMEE TR =%
M 3 it (IR BB N 20%~60%) SRS SR A7 20 (R EE5mB AN #y),  Eoe Ry & PR E B, L 2% L
IRER Y 2 S N R AR ZE (4] [5]0 SRR S [9 1 FH Bt R (1) Reimer-Tiemann S, DL 2-Z5W) . KR ZMFl 8-
PRI JFORHG BT 2 R TE R AR, IR NI BEAT TRV . SBEE[10] RS T Reimer-
Tiemann J N7E@AIARE FEAL N, RIE 2R E 2RSS RATIE 79%, HAPA0hF2
FEHEEZZRMEZLLA N 027,
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Duff [ PAZSE F 2R DY 2 (HMTA) A AR, FERRTE 261 CEE N = CIRE R STtk &
VIRSE, 3G AR AT AL FR AL = 11 ] 122 S BRI RUZE T3 T 05 L 307 B A TG 75 1 FH &2 B AL 77,
o 2 3Ry AW BT 3E 1 . Skonieczny Z5[ 121318 7 — M@ H Y Duff Bk iL 1%, @EHT
LR E ARG, E2BURE AT 3RS B4 . Saha Z5[13]—FHLIMAL . Duff [N, 1EICIETI%%
#?E%HMmﬂwEHﬁmEFhﬁﬁ¢ﬁ% ST HL A D R ) R R A AN R AL, 10T VE
W AR =M O, BASO. S8R . AN FERY], Duff MR & GIAHE) FBEA 1Y)
RPEEAL 51%, HEREGMMEZRNEZ LN 0.4, Ghoderao [ 141H1E T HMTA-BRER L R HIER
AL T 8y2% Duff FERL RN, 303 T 1% 75 005E Fa

IRy ) BR BN S S A2 AR WAL 2 SIS FUE TP e S 2 —, AB4E I F K Reimer-Tiemann X
RLEE Duff KBSEIL. Wi 1 s, 1RO AERRE 640 I8 RIS ARy ) 5 R R . R, 8057k
TE S NE 77 26 R0 X % £ 77 TR AP R W R R, 5 B K IR0 ot 23 1]
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Figure 1. Classical synthesis route of phenolcarboylation in undergraduate teaching experiments

1. AREF LW PR R Z RS R R

Vilsmeier-Haack < MNA$ | POCI; #1 DMF Ji {7 A= f% Vilsmeier 71 (F HEAZ £, 2R STEAGHI07 &
AR A 85 B[ 15]o 3 T By A G, RN, BELE R FE M AL 5 N RS, (H X A gt S 4R B
AR AT RE R A RS, TEAESE[16], REGNDH T B AN Vilsmeier-Haack FHIMEAL S, F& Hi ] (N,N-
IR FEIRAE 1% N R T AEFR L AT 5 N A B 4-(NN- 238 Z k- 2- 52 LR H i , (HA7-/E DMF
(e A ) ¥ AR5 Tl o K A L o A, R bt e Mt T 2 LUA RS VB = I H 6. Vilsmeier-Haack BRI AT
St R E S NS IR, (EAEA POCE S5 & Bl R B 74, HIX SOk Il 2R S
BRIV

c%mﬁ%mwmﬁﬁmsmmmn@M%%ﬁ@u@&@@%%%%mma»mza@QMQWﬁww
R, SZEWPRILEER, B SE B K RE[17]. %R0 = AR AR B EIE T Mg?
%%ﬁﬁmmu%mW%@ILA MRNLER O] 2 B e B4, TRIRTE MgCl Fl = Z A E T I
T, A By EEER A A, Mg [R5 By S 6 B RIS AL, TR R E IS T B A A . 1X—

BCAAE FAMMGEAL T PR, BESCHEIHE Mg? i 7R Iy 2 2 AR BT, i 4k PR B AL SR T 28 [A) 3 i o

BE G, 2 5% F I A SR A0 ) HE S B AR B Mg Lewis BRVE RO TG4k, 3958 T BRIER SR e, BT Mg
BT E RN, HE IR RRTE M 2 AR R AR X I B Bk BB, T R ARFR W At B A o i P IR TE
S AR Z R SR B A AR L R AL PR — KB AT AR s[RI R Mgt 5E AL G 3R« 27 1,
M2 I BE A FH 2 S AZ R B e AR B 1R L BBl 7
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Figure 2. General mechanistic scheme of the Casnati-Skattebol reaction
2. Casnati-Skattebol [z Bz #9—A% #1132 &

TV R 5 N ARG E FE [ THE HEAT) Peoemn. KOS ELy, HiEH F 2R
Ry, HRBRATET RNEAFRAM ., Feiem, XIREREMELr, HEH T Z2MEURmI[18][19]. Akselsen
ZE[20]% Casnati-Skattebol S NN FH T2 HIL0AL FHBEAL, BR—FRMI4h, ¥ 0Am = 23015 i — X IR
WA ZINEICHE T 12 R T B A RN G i, ndEAE 3R E R VIE W0 R A FIE R 1 2-47 H
BEAL[21] [22]. B SE2E[23 R PR A #E ) Casnati-Skattebol S8, DL 4-5F KWy NIEEL, 7£ THF 74,
81 F MgCL/EtN (2.5 eq) AMEALTT, 7 400 W TS T OB 5 3, 5--2-F2 FEOR FR i 7= 22 W]k 85%,
HEH T Z IR (=2 78%~90%) . BN B E 44 7 SO IR], $i 1AMk, & 1 M2k
B PARERME BT IE AT T X .

Table 1. Comparison of representative formylation methods for phenolic compounds

= 1. B EMRER M RE L5 AR EE

T5iE BB AL T BUBRAE R wEE  HWREE WA =R
Reimer-Tiemann CHCl3/NaOH . N &IEna % 20%~60% [9]
Vilsmeier-Haack DMF/POCl3 W IE 25+ PIEA BE BE[16]

Duff HMTA/FZ DA LAz th 42%~58% [12]
Casnati-Skattebol (CH20)w/MgCla Mg it/ Egi B (18]

LR (CH20)0/NH40AC BEYves-atL Ahr I 42%~86% [24]

e B EVRA S SRAM . RAWHIRER R, A R RS B SR IRE .

A 1 A0, ok A T VAR XSO £ . IAEE R R & N T TR R 2 . ARG EE
PEEEHINLE F, Reimer-Tiemann MK — &R HISEHLME, Duff fe M52 2058 A T PR O B (8] 44
W42, Casnati-Skattebol S NI Mg?* 5y #2 1k FIFCAL A FH B BEAL B € T-48462, T Vilsmeier-Haack
S NELE Ry A A 32 B G ) 6 AR B3 DG VE ), i BARGE B A= W1k CsATase 523 T A6 28(99%)
ITRA R BELL, A T ARG AN X SOE B . WIS AU AL, &7 L B R A 5
FI(R-T)s EBEAF(Vilsmeier-Haack) 1] TG 4 J@ AL (L ER & AR 2R ) T 22 4l /K AH A W 1AL (CsATase) FI 4
BEpES . RS RTEE DT, MR R EXZEH R 86%, (HX EIEAMN 42%~58%, M
Casnati-Skattebol < I} 2 FhEUARIY S5 RE3RAT R 7= 28, 31X — 72 7 S BR 17 /A [RIAT LB JEG A0 FL 7 80 )3 v A
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Ao BT BIRXSH, ARKHIF TR fORE: % Casnati-Skattebol BCAz 4% il HLE T & T0 6 & i [l AL ik
B ESI VAR ORI AT, DURCR SR AT B AR I AL TR SRR, ISR iR F AR ML
— RIVHIRMEA KNS, T IOR 2K T AR .

3. B MELRBLRRE

&R BRI E SR LRI R SR A O B B Tk, 8
{8 — S8 A BR(COVE N BRILIR . SRTRT, CO SR REMEANBRAE AR 7 2 R o X — i)
WE K T 28 CO B, Kockinger F¢[25f8 & i (COM)EELL BN 264 T, i ST
Az 7 R G IR T 1403 S5 i B e 7 ) % 07 I o 127 VA 1.25 mol % FR AR 2.5 mol %L A&, £ DMSO
W T 120°C AT 20 bar H 77 F M, XU BRI RN T 45 BRI A 345 R I R0 1) 7= 3 .
Konishi %5[26] N-HEEEHERG1E )y CO BARH, SEEl 1R AL 05 LSRR R 1K) AP CO-free 3B R BREEAL, N
AT A G SR AL T — P 2 SEH BT . B 7 Pd fEALAE, Soleimani 55[27]1] £ Fe;04@SiO- IR 3
/MgBr, B FEREVEANR T A MRE,  AZ AT AT A S B BRI, 3 6 v A5 A T () 407 Ak
PR KA o AR R 0] RIS E . Hajjami SE[28 408 T =R = REFNAE N —FP T
B S OA NN, ISR NMEEES CRRET R Z B8 S AL SR . g, B 4
S5 4 TR AR TE R e 2 1Y R 0y FR 0 S PR 7 38 B FH 291

AN R SR A R BT 7 2555241 R I LR T AL 2510y 55 22 56 W RS 1 R I Ak S I, (R IS
FRIA T I & il — RPN ZE S, WCREGEIE 86%. H41% 7 VAN T 45y S BURZR I () FEAL, W]
AT 42%~58% 7K M LA AW o 12 S LA FIATATT 43 J iR, B 2R AR A L 454 17 5 15 25 - Rahman
SE[301RE T M TCIRFIEHE T, M FERTE 80°C NiEATHLIEH N-Fb b s B o R 12 % o -
EFXHRES, (HHONE R O-F 3L T B ES . More 5 [311# 4 CF3SO;H-SiO, 1E NMEAT], 1ETIE %
PEF DU R S B AR, SR T e PR BERIR 9 N-F O-HIERAL R N o i TVEL T M, &
T 2Ry, BT )5 B4 &M . Niknam Z5[32)3K38 7 1- 7T FE-3- L BRI AR BS A £R ([bmim]HS O4)
R B8 A E T B AT AL TR, TS AR SR 0 AR AL SR, A B AN U B A 8 1) e
Ptk Wl 3 R, &R R R 0T SEIm 2k S Wi i RO BRI AL . 1SR SR F 2 3R A D
BEALRF, AR TR GRG0 IR AE), HA BAMICAR . 24, i e S R,

OH OH

CH,;COONH,
OO * (CH20)h ——————> ~0
HOAc

Figure 3. Formylation synthesis route of phenolic compounds in metal-free catalytic system (using
2-naphthol as model substrate)

B 3. ReREMERTEHRUSYMNREL S MEEL (U 2- 5B ARERY)

A TEIAFRE A 700 (1) i A4S e 7)1 [T SR 50 5246 B9 AT i » Thakuria 55[33 )14 1 KFLId I 4 )8 4
HH(CuO. NiO. CoO. Mn03v Cro03 1 ZnO), HAGHAE Jym. vl B GAEH AR LA, 7EH
FIZA T AL N-FF L. N-ZBik . O-ZEL 1 Friedel-Crafts Bift55 2 #1551k . Ebrahimzadeh [34]
114 T Fes04@75% RBE/POCL - 5 I NK -S4 KL, FHTRER O- kAL SN o T2 ME A0 77 ZE 3R O 53 1)
Xk ett, Lo 50BN R I A I BT AR B SN, PO 79%~96%, SIS TEIAY 1~12 /N (L
T IRMEE ). AR etk Es, BAA RIFMESEAME. Vekariya 55[35]4588 T = R E U =T
FEMTSAVE A m R AT W ARSI AR FE SR A HLA P IR, EFERE . M R fRy L& N-H
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Mt AL S M55 o Singh S8[36|4RIE T Amberlyst-15 {F AT RIS ARHEALTT, I T8 -5 HR SR O F AL
M5 2T OB CWAC RS, BABRER . EARITCRE . A TSI

FEHLAL 2T 2 R B SRAL TR 4R (R 1% . Khenkin S5[37 ]R8 T —Fh A0 T ISR A0 T 1%,
fi 1 Keggin 2 )& AR (55 Co(IV)A4JE M NMEALT, FERIE AL, FEBAFHI Ko J2 g X
AT EME B AL N I I R, 5 KR A Ay o 12 B I 2E Bl AR B el AR D v A
LT 7RI FEE AL . Collado SF[38]HFFT T RIS YAk 5 7= AR Wy 1E B H B AL AR AL ) B (i 2K X
SRR FVEFR AL SN o ARATTRE 7 R N-SE A RE R B DUy b, AERRTE AT B PO, 8 ih 3 74
M B AR, B N-OH BRI A Fedt | ihidt, SRR T B 3Rl X Rkl .
GITE NI ISR TR I

4. BRI IR N HOHIE Sk 5

Py AR S 7 (R LB D) 7 3 AN [RD T 57 - Reimer-Tiemann Jso S #5 K — &K 5 18] 44 1955 FELIR A& s Duff
L FINLERCN 2%, BL4E HMTA [R5 SO 7 A2 . Grimblat 26[39]3@id DFT 115.%f Duff
LB e P IRREAT T BB . MR, 1 ROBIE R A ], AR S BOA O R
FIRIITERG,  AITTORE T AL R A AL B . 3X — R BIE I 7 b7 22 Al RR AR Iy 1 s 9 45 SRAS 31 T 56
ilE. Heras ZF[4010) TiCly /15 FHEEACAHLIEEEAT TR 50, R IAESL o8 v 5 & UL 7EE S itz
T R AR S E A B AR S 5 T RS E L e 2 R R . X SRR AT EPR A4 TEMPO #i3K,
NER R SSON HLER SR AL T R A

7y 25 HR A 1) DX 348 28 1 (AT AL RO ) 2 SR R I G B DR 3R o P2 B P AL FL - RIS A A5 (1 48
AL T R R, S RA SRR, ST, EZBURBIRM T, BT AL AN ECAL RO, 4Rk
PEVEAEAE (5 £ S AT . Tang S5[41] 7 —FhAi B HRE R A0 I 2 AR I B B R B RS, A6 FH 5519
(19 N,O-ZEBEAE R, TEMRFN S A 850 % A0 A 2 S Ay 2 7= o 1% 77 2 I AR AN 348 36w Je ok i oz
YRR IMEA ] . Saha S5[13]K REMINUIAL S Duff SRR ILH AR 7 B0 AL e B, S Eb = 3 2ok A

AOALEUAR, T T oAt B A 5 R UL S 21 Hi BT ARG AL R BRAE. . 7E Casnati-Skattebol B HT, %
BT Sy R AL AR AL B M SO, % VR T Ry e A, A AL S N S ER AR AR R
FEARAL[20]. AT ZBURE, IR ERE 2 R R T DU — DR A X s B . Lin SF[42)f T
AR RN BRI, BRIIE R T 4- RN, %57l id BFs-OEG AT BELEMERR 2 A7 5] NRUT 2,
B J5 AT AL OB, 5 Ja L ALCT: BBRAUT 2, SEIL T C-4 ALABIR R ER R &

5. ARt R NESRFPHRIMA

P 24 FRBEAY, S S AE 250 R R SR P40 46 il R A6 R B E I - Akselsen 5520144 Casnati-Skattebol <
LR T ME SRR R R BEAL, RS BT B A 2- P AR SR TR . 2 DA R X R - S A A
FE YN A ) 2-H IR EEMERR, 285 2 mIAS HAR 25 . Kang S5 [43 did A KRR AL (R PRy 2t
B 1, SRR T A RIRTEY) chaetoglobin A R G BlL. & Gk 2k il Sy I FR AL« SEA It D A AL AN
PRI R S5 OGP IR o I U AR T e U (%) (b A S8 A AR B 5 17 B SR AL ) ST AR A 2 45 R A I
AT A A AMESR AL T 2R . Pergomet £5[44] B R5EM T M Verbesina luetzelburgii 4325 H 2-57IF A
H-2H-ZRFFRIR -3 (1) 4 5 il A LR A FR AL ORY . T IR0 A e A . Williamson BEfb. A LA
A X ¥R ARG VA S Grignard INAEE DB, REOR T F AL B B E AL 5 R 2R A 2R e I OCBEAE
Tangdenpaisal &£[45]5E % T palodesangren B F1 D ] 45 ik, H oD AL HE MgCl /5 Y Casnati-Skattebol
AL AL  Wittig HI BRI AL PRI IBE AL AN Ru(ID fEAL IR B A6 52 00 A SO, S AR 28 1 2H-PEE PR -2- B3R
%A SRR AT 4 PRI N =3B 43R5 B ARy, &
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FRE AL 72 W 7K A P e 5 R RS AA ) B B 4 . Hansen 25 [5]3R3E T —Fh—4R7%k & i Salen B4
Ji%, ¥Wyidid Casnati-Skattebol B /KIS, B )G B S FIE MRS, SIS 3]F-E Salen
B, Z VAT T ERERRE, B T AR EMARI 73 85 . Anwar Z5[46% Casnati-Skattebol [ W 5 J5 444k
S S, KIE T —8ika B IE T Kl S 2K RN A O, S IBX 24, RIATZE
A N BUKIERTAEY) . 1207 R RAE, Wos, @ T 2 FIUCH . fEAEYIRE SR, Briggs
SE[ATIN 3-(4-F2 B IR ED) IR O, 18 Iy 1R S0 Ar FR A & el B Dh RE AL IS R BC i, 1F— 2Dl & T BA
100 nm HiFE T B B R e AEWFR e, HEIbrid & [gG. Smellie W iT T — N AR AL, @it
il 2 KR S AR S FL . BRI G, EHATVERIA LSS, R 1 ARG & A 22 O FE (48]

£ Casnati-Skattebol 7512 7E 2596 i AR YER H, Akselsen 56 MME —BE HH &, £01% 5 1EARAL H
Bk S Ja B3 AL, LA 36% 1= SN B 1 B 254 2- FR AR R R (1] 4) . B, M2 A S H40
A7 FBEAG D BRAEME I C-2 Arim XU e 5| NSRS, 700 JBoR 1R e B AR RN 5 S D fe
et s FHAME .

Rs (CHzo)n w
MgClz, Et3 Oe
HO HO
THF HO
l OH
o AHD
HO

Figure 4. Synthesis of 2-methoxyestradiol from estradiol via Casnati-Skattebol ortho-formylation

[& 4. it —FE2£2 Casnati-Skattebol FRER (LA K 2-FF | E M — E2RVRR &

6. 458

My KA &Y B S SR LG R — RE LWL, 2d - 2HankE, SANEIM
Reimer-Tiemann [ & Ji& tH 2 Fl 25 71 T AL S WS o Casnati-Skattebol [ W K FL A& A = X 3
PRI R ARG RE, CRBON M HT N )7z IR A0 A 78 IRAER, & @R 2
HEAERIEA) . AL JEAMEAC L RO S H T ER E , AB ERie it T 2 4. &
RERE . TENLERRE AT, BRI E DFT J5iE) BN IR T 6 I BOE R B R, $os T&
L OBCALAE S B I AR S B ER AR R 2 o X SEHLIR NN R S B SR AR AR AL AE (i A A 2 1 R 4
7 HIRtR S AN HTTH, FARN O ZHTAY. RAFUADIGE S FHRIE R, BIHHE
EMEE R FHEPNEINME. Rl 5uE. E80msh. PSRN S, #—28RAT
LR AN T AT

ARK, MR B S SIR R EaA nT ReFE LR JLAN T : 1) JFR S 25T ] B AR BRI (WA=
CO) TR MAL IR FI AL AR 2R s 2) PR XS I £ AL R S, W FHKRERTAEY): 3) 45t
EETREA N TR, MER AR R 4) KRR PSRN, S 2 T ) 2 &
PR TRIE R 5) DR R AE R TR A2 A IR o AAE BEE 2 2 RS R & 4 ik,
PSRN, By WAL SR R T LR B £ R R R
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E&WE

RS Hr S DY 148 S R SIS IO ST H - HE T Suzuki R £ 2 GUIRIRFRFE K SUAH B
WERAEWT T, 'S GCFX2024002.

BTG 2= BE AATUH : Suzuki [ Wil £ 2 @ERAREE, 4i'5: AS-RCZX2023-05.

BT T 27 e R 2 A= BRI B N 2RI 5T H (S202410646094 F1 S202510646113).
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