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Abstract

Ocean cobalt-rich crust contains abundant metal elements and rare earth elements which make it
a kind of deep-sea mineral resources with strategic significance. In this paper, we reviewed the
actuality of cobalt-rich crust exploration in China, and present a comprehensive introduction of
the characteristics of different sampling equipment and the innovation of new sampling tech-
niques. The technological trend and prospects were also analyzed.
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Figure 1. Dredge equipment for cobalt-rich crust sampling
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Figure 2. The general assembly drawing of the long gravity piston corer
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Figure 3. Grab with TV sampling
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Figure 4. The equipment of drill for deep seabed
shallow strata
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Figure 5. ROV equipment
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