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Abstract

Liaoning Province, a major marine fishery region in northern China, possesses abundant marine
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resources, island-coastline advantages, and a solid coastal fishery foundation, holding a promi-
nent position in the national marine fishery layout. In recent years, stringent marine ecological
protection policies, tightening inshore resource constraints, shrinking profits from traditional
fishing, and the rapid development of new fishery formats have led to new characteristics of struc-
tural restructuring and regional differentiation in fishermen’s income growth in Liaoning. This
study investigates the current income status and income-increasing paths of local fishermen, us-
ing data from fishery economic statistical yearbooks and fishermen’s household income and ex-
penditure surveys. The results indicate that fishermen’s income in Liaoning maintains an overall
growth trend, with the growth driver shifting from sole dependence on traditional fishery opera-
tions to the joint impetus of operating income, wage income, and policy support. Household op-
erating income remains the primary source, while wage income plays an increasingly supplemen-
tary role; however, the low proportion of property income results in insufficient income resili-
ence. Significant regional disparities in income levels exist due to differences in resource endow-
ments, industrial structures, market access, and organizationalization degrees. The research con-
cludes that the key to sustainable income growth for Liaoning’s fishermen is not expanding short-
term subsidies, but establishing a long-term mechanism through optimizing the fishery industrial
structure, enhancing human capital, strengthening industrial organization and branding, improv-
ing insurance and financial support systems, and promoting marine ranching and digital fishery
development.
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Table 1. Analysis framework of fishermen’s income structure in Liaoning province
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