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Abstract

Purpose: The research aims to investigate the parenting style of left-behind children’s caregivers
and its influence on the psychological development of left-behind children. Methods: Adopting
in-depth interviews, a sample comprising left-behind children and their primary caregivers from
8 families in Le’an County, Jiangxi Province was used to reveal left-behind children’s caregivers’
satisfaction of their children’s needs and their discipline. Results: The caregivers of left-behind
children generally have an unreasonable view of consumption, characterized by lack of meeting
the basic needs of children, and pay insufficient attention to discipline. The widespread physical
punishment reinforced by their family system will also damage the parent-child attachment. Con-
clusions: The current parenting style may be detrimental to the psychological development of
left-behind children.
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Table 1. Basic information of families
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Table 2. Caregiver’s satisfaction of their children’s needs
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Table 3. Caregiver’s discipline of their children
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