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Abstract

This study investigates the practical application of environmental psychology in rural revitaliza-
tion of relocation through non-participant observation, field experiments and semi-structured in-
terviews, taking the construction and promotion of “micro-gardens” in several centralized reset-
tlement sites in Nujiang Prefecture, Yunnan Province as the research background. The researchers
went to 8 relocation sites, 537 displaced homes, and several local government staff in Lushui City,
Nujiang Prefecture. Thirty of them were tracked, given in-depth interviews, and more than 20,000
words of qualitative data were collected and compiled. After open coding by programmed grounded
theory that based on the hypothesis of the model proposed by environmental psychology, the col-
lected data and phenomena were identified and classified into 125 concepts and 66 subgenera by
using concepts and categories. Next, spindle coding was used to build the paradigm of “causal con-
dition -» phenomenon — vein —» mediating condition — action/interaction strategy — result” to
link each category naturally. The 66 subgenera from the initial open coding were finally divided
into eight subgenera through selective coding: separation trauma response of relocated residents,
environmental bottlenecks in resettlement sites, healing needs of relocated residents, healing be-
havioral activities in “micro-gardens”, perception of healing activities in “micro-gardens”, “mi-
cro-gardens” healing space design, healing factors in “micro-gardens”, and evidence-based design
in relocation sites. In order to create a model of “micro-garden” healing space design for reloca-
tion sites, the eight categories of healing factors, evidence-based design of relocation sites. The
story line which elaborated in 8 categories was created, and a “micro-garden” healing space de-
sign model is built for the resettlement sites. This study concludes by discussing the effects of
the healing space design model on policy implementation, socio-economic benefits and psycho-
logical health in the relocation settlement project, demonstrating that theories related to envi-
ronmental psychology can be effectively applied to solve the practical problems of rural revita-
lization.
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Table 3. Exemplary models in the class of “relocated residents” healing needs” and “micro-garden healing space”
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Figure 1. “Micro-garden” healing factor model
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Figure 2. Design model of “micro-garden” healing space for relocation sites
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