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Abstract
This article aims to explore the limitations of the concept of “the greatest happiness of the greatest
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number” based on utilitarianism principle in the pursuit of happiness, and examines its relation-
ship with moral conflicts. Utilitarianism emphasizes making decisions and taking actions with the
goal of maximizing overall happiness. However, utilitarianism, which considers pleasure or hap-
piness as the highest value, focuses on maximizing overall happiness through algorithms. Howev-
er, the application of such algorithms often encounters moral conflicts in practice. This article will
explore the principle of pleasure and pain in utilitarianism and the algorithm of happiness, ana-
lyze the limitations and criticisms of utilitarianism’s algorithm of happiness, and examine the re-
lationship between the pursuit of happiness and moral conflicts. It further analyzes the implica-
tions of the pursuit of happiness and moral dilemmas for contemporary individuals. The aim is to
provoke deep reflections on the relationship between the pursuit of happiness and moral conflicts
and provide useful insights for achieving the collective pursuit of individual and societal happi-
ness. This is particularly significant for constructing a theory of happiness in China during the so-
cialist transformation period.
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