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Abstract

Parental differential treatment (PDT) is a common phenomenon in multi-child families. There is
evidence that PDT is closely related to self-esteem. This paper proposed a moderated moderation
model to examine whether fairness perception and sibling similarity (i.e., gender composition and
age gap between siblings) moderated the relationship between parental differential treatment and
adolescent self-esteem in Chinese two-child families. The results showed that parental differential
emotion (i.e., greater preference for the adolescent’s siblings) significantly negatively predicted ad-
olescents’ self-esteem, while parental differential control (i.e., being stricter with the adolescent’s
siblings) significantly positively predicted adolescents’ self-esteem. Moreover, fairness perception
and age gap moderated the relationship between parental differential control and adolescent self-
esteem, that is, when the age gap is larger, and the perceived fairness level is high, parental differ-
ential control significantly predicts adolescents’ self-esteem. In conclusion, this paper establishes a
moderated moderation model to understand the relationships among study variables, providing
empirical evidence for reducing the negative impact of differential treatment and improving ado-
lescent self-esteem.
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1. 53|

SCBREZE IR AR TR A BIEIG I SCREY MBI N DURE 8055 T T 8 25 b i ) — /N1, 1T 5820 g )
H—AZFHFEE (Boll et al., 2005; Plomin & Daniels, 1987). fEZ FLFKEEH, KBFZE WA+
Wi o JE ARV E R A BN R — A L, (BAEISEARTE Y, ABRE X HEANF 2RI BB
P Z B . A FERR, SCBRERIN AU R ERKBE R RALZE, WX L IE B = A Al e (Lftikhar &
Sajjad, 2023; Jensen et al., 2020; Rolan & Marceau, 2018; 175 ik&E, 2022). Hik, HRBEELZ FLFE
FRI3G 22 DA S S BEZ2 00 A IRV IR E ], AN 90 e vh BSOS 5t R IR N ACBEZE I A 5 3 /D4 H B[]
(156 2 DA SRR 23~ 0 R] BRARABA AR R T 1 o et 98— D7 T ook 1 A B S AT S5 N A REZE N A 5 5 4R
HER RIS, H— A TR & R IE L.

SCBEZE RIS R RS 2 ) LEE B RE 22 B A aE 3, L2 4 N A (Jensen et al., 2013; Padilla et al., 2018;
Shanahan et al., 2008; Siennick, 2013). 1, FH/ER HIR MG HIRIFE —ME K- & RO 1,
WA A S BEZE A S BB R I 5, 72 RIS NMR — D7 AR 23RS B EAL BB BRI (Rolan &
Marceau, 2018), 53— 77 T X 5 i i [F] Mg bL sk PPAY 5 & e H & (Feinberg et al., 2000; Suls et al., 2002;
Tesser, 1980). fhexbbEERfR, Mt 5 B CHAMRIER AT Bk K e B RS PRl E
Y E (Festinger, 1954; Suls et al., 2002). £Z T 5ES, BT FRMEAMPIAER SR EAE, ]
AR T e BRI ELAEO R RSO, AR 2ednd 5] i EL SOk VPl B 3R, 2E 520 B 2
(Feinberg et al., 2000; Rolan & Marceau, 2018). R L KB, ML TR, B2 RXEEHE 252
BT/ EHIE D FE SRS T &SR B BK P (Mchale et al., 2000). 52, BH/DFEZRIREEZE RN 5],
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AT B K B PG T B, P RGBT R R R 1 IX Ok R AR (Shebloski et al., 2005).
SR, B EZ T L RKEFIEANE R ZNRNA S BB MR Bk, FETULERMN, AT
WUIR

R 1: SCBEZE AR IR (B 7] i SE 0 s 52 ) 2 S 3 7 ) 0000 75 /D 4F 1 26, T S BE 22 Sl il (R % []
P 2 ) 22 3 R TN D4

SCBREZE RIS H B [BR T EARER R AL, 022 B — SR iy, Hr, BREAT R — A EE
IR AR & o JRATA P2 48 T 2O S BEZE 0 AR 2~ 1 R IR AN (Mchale et al., 2000). Kowal 45(2002)
R, SCBEZERIRRR AN B B RS B T B AR . R Y DR R B SRR 22 30 Ry 2 A
ST, AT SR H ) B BLK P (Kowal et al., 2002; Mchale et al., 2000). W52 U, JBETA T,
R 2 R 2% SRR ZE B A AR B BT B i . DR, AN FAE IR SCREZE RN 5 D B BRI
[FI, W — PR TIERA AP R ER . Bk T

B 2: G A AU, SCBEZE G AR IR 3 TN T AR 0 B K, T A BEZE Jil i) 2. 3 1
) RO A1 BT s R AT A TR, ACREZE )R I8 2 2 A7 1) IO 5 /D A 1 B K, T ACRE
222 )42 1) DU AN e S 2 T /AR 1 B K.

WAL, AR LAk 1) R A Ed— PR T (A AR AL (BRI 0l 4 5 8 1R] ol ) 26 JH 7 i 1
YER . WEFRRIN, PERIH G 5 E RS TR R 35 5 S BEZ 0 A5 A7 K (Jensen et al., 2023). BAKTMIE, [FIHLE K
SRS TRIBRER R, SRR W] BRI Z2 IR s SCREXS T AN IR 3 R 2 22 L AR R PE ) 1) F Lo R B0 HH o
Z 2R Ry T, [F A AL AN A BEZE B A 858 ELAE A4 R 3 B2 285 5 77 A2 5 (Meunier et all.
2012; Rolan & Marceau, 2018). #AT, [F] MAHABAYE & 75 68 29 15 /E FHIEAEIE 4+ 1 (Loeser et al., 2016; Mchale
etal.,,2000). [FINF, BT =KL ARSI, AT UG R 725 R A s i . Kk, 4
BIF 0T T 5] BAH AL R 5 4 P R B i, TR AT TR R0

R, AHEFREAE RS — N T IR AR AR IR SRR ZE AR 5 T A B B TR )96 5 DL AR
O PRE AR R E R o DMERTTACBEE R AE S5 B B RS RV EEAETE T U ST IR, B
LIXEEHF R R 0 R S R R B [H 2 Tk B AR R Al FE BRI A 2 e,
FEAE 2 1 2 SR B R IR S BE 22 IR A B2 TR OC R e AN, SR SO S0 A~ 5 (R AR AL £E
RRARPHIATERN, X EBT RSB I0A 5 5/ BB R IFZHLE] . 1 1 A T i R

L <
BRAT
T /47 (8] KR \
RAEEZE RN HAOEHH
Figure 1. Hypothesized moderated-moderation model
E 1. BiFTeEThREE
2. 753

2.1. WASHE
AHEFCAEREAE BT\l h ARG Oy B AT BRI, T O T G FE A, ARSI
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J, I AR AR & RS o NIRRT ITERE N AR R EE, A HACE —A M.
TE M 6 T 2 B R B I AT 2 BRIl JE (BRI AR 25, 2021), RIARAE AHRIL 1348 L(M=13.64 %,
SD = 0.85, FRVEHIAN 12~16 %), HAHA 766 N, L 582 Ao #IR A BEAEES A A B AR 8 43 0 M«
SRR (M = 43.56, SD = 5.14); BERFER M =41.15, SD =4.87); [FI4FERM=13.27 %,SD=591, 4
WEIEEEA 1~32 %) o AL5(92.6%) 5 BESE(93.4%) I SCAIK T 2 H07E Ry b S AR o 35 [ M 14 ) 28 6
5 475 XA EVERIFN 873 XIAS MR, ABATHIAEE R BETERY 1~16 (M =5.12 %, SD = 2.95).

22. IRI R

22.1. BEEER

KA E T, #KAE(2008)f21T ) Rosenberg H B &3 (Rosenberg, 1965)I &5 /D4 1) H 8K 1%
HRILA 108, KR4 55, 1= EEARE, 4= EETE. 28ulkE, FRAEKERE. ZE
RAE 22 REAR R B RUFREE(EHE 5, 2021). ABFFEH 1 Cronbach’s o 24 0.88.

222. KBEFNGER

KH de Man et al. (2003)f&1T A BEZE AKX A5 B (Daniels & Plomin, 1985) VAl /b A2 BN A BE %=
BIXE S ZRBATEFNGEE: HIEG 8, W, WES)MPERI4 8, Witg. BN, KA S &b
g, 1= MAHCZIRZ, 5= MEAMSME. o8, REXNFERAEESERNEZ . KT, 50
SR BN AS A BRI 22 S AN ], B 4ERER Cronbach’s a 7354 0.77 (SRR 0.83 (BEETS ).
0.78 (SLEF )1 0.84 (BEEHEH).

2.2.3. RBEFIFFFRANTERR

JEFN PR (Gozu & Newman, 2020)F 1 PPAG 7 A 4E X SCREZ2 ) 5 IR P2 A (KD I AT AR . 3R

9 MEH, HAIEBUEMAT 5 8, EHEM AT 48, KA S5m0, 1= FEALF, 5= FHA

Vo D EUliR, RN AR A BEZE AR AT AT . AWFTEH, BYEFER) Cronbach’s o 703 . SR
/A

TR EN A T (o= 0.95) BESEIEURA A (o = 0.96), SSEFEHIRAAT-(a = 0.94). BEEEHE AT
(o= 0.96).
2.3. BiEatr

i SPSS 27 ¥t AT fid Se it FAH M, 4 3l d FH PROCESS #dif: 4.1 11 Model 1 F1 Model
3 o EHE AT IR RN LR AT PR (KR RN . AERR TR AR, BT ISR AR Bk AT R OB AL P . 45
ety 0 2B N AERREAL R H R

3. &%
3.1. IRTENFERG T SHEXIH

Table 1. Descriptive statistics and correlation analysis

* 1. RLEMERGITSHEXSH

Ap M (SD) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1. 5

R
2. FEWE
Ji8] g

— 1

5.12(2.95) 0.063" 1
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35'24 * 3.00 (0.33) —0.017 —0.008 1

135 I

4;4% 2.99(0.31) —0.009 0.002 0.439"" 1

f Jak

5- /\%“% Ak *

s 2.90 (0.36) —0.041 —0.093 0.026  0.059 1

2.91(0.34) —0.031-0.134""* 0.103™*" 0.142"* 0.571""* 1

5o
Exp E
St

7.FPPA  4.09 (0.67) —0.019 0.021 —0.179""* —0.001 0.134"* 0.116™" 1

8. FPMA 4.13(0.63) 0.000 —0.015 —0.092™ —0.056" 0.146™" 0.142"* 0.817"" 1

9.FPPC  4.08 (0.69) —0.015 0.007 —0.146™" 0.003 0.208"" 0.154™ 0.878"" 0.825™" 1

10. FPMC 4.12 (0.64) —0.013 -0.034 -0.063" —0.047 0.154™" 0.208™* 0.757""* 0.909™ 0.820™" 1

11. H&  293(0.48) —0.003 0.038 —0.103""—0.085" 0.110™" 0.105™" 0.362"™* 0.350™" 0.354™" 0.346™" 1

1E: FPPA = SRIHIEIEAIAF, FPMA = BEEIEBUBRI AT, FPPC= ALE#HIEAI AT, FPMC= BEsEdsilEs
N AHRHE: 1= HEMEN, 0= ARMH. p<0.05, “p<0.01, ™ p<0.001.

L1 R TR R IR G DL R g . MG TS RAEWT, B 9 550K/ BER T
FH YR GAOR/MERIEH] 2R EARSC . 5ACR/BERAG IR A1 LA SR A BER H & A F 2 2
FHIEH R,
3.2. W4

IEHER A3 JLSHE 7 4 ANRTT AT, Sl DRSS/ BESR R AN A SR/ B d R T AL &, DA /DX & H
PUREN A AR &, DLEE NS R R . A7 H PROCESS 4.1 i H[1) Model 1 4341 i 715 24 B
(Hayes, 2019). 722 23T 4 MR HrH045 R

SRR, SR HBESE B B e TR /DA E R, T A0SR BESR AR BB A1 5 6 3 1 1) 7
M AE AR, (EEERS R AT 1A I AR W35 TR T D AF 8. Gxsegt JaR B, SCREXT T A
THRREZ, F/DENEEKFEAC, 5T AR Z G B A APk s, AT B Bk
(R TER

= 1
RE T

]

ojn|

Table 2. Moderating effects of fairness perception on the relationship between parental differential treatment and adolescents’
self-esteem

2. RAMQFAERBFEANMNFESELFEEGZEMIFTIER 2

SR EEHITFE BESR 2250} F
T Az &
b SE P b SE P

7250 1 1% -0.09 0.04 0.042 -0.12 0.05 0.011

1 AT AT 0.26 0.02 <0.001 0.26 0.02 <0.001
ZERME I > U A -0.06 0.04 0.155 -0.03 0.04 0.515

ZE R 0.11 0.04 0.006 0.11 0.04 0.005

il AP 0.25 0.02 <0.001 0.26 0.02 <0.001
ZEREH] = AT 0.10 0.03 0.001 0.14 0.04 <0.001
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Ao 5 BE SRR ) DA ST A A A0SR /BE SRR i IR AT A P RE R 2 IE R TR DA F B X eegh IR
FW, ACBEXT A B A4 R 2 (B B s, B RN B RCE RS . T H, SCRES B ] 5k
FIN P RS HL IS e 3 TN 7 /D0 4 B i — D R R ARPR AT R I K 2), MBI AP I (+ 1 .SD)
i, ACBFZE RIS RERS 38 1k M B /D A B B3k h=0.18, SE=0.05, p<0.001; B}¥: »=0.20,
SE =0.05, p<0.001), TX4EMATHAL1 SD)I, B ZER SIS FDEHELKEE: b=10.04,
SE=0.03, p=0.272; £3%: b=0.02, SE=0.04, p=0514), XELEREXY, XEEHEHS5EDER
B[R]0 FR 22 52 BT A AP X0 S B 22 ) 4 i S i A P BRI 4 o

A —— RN A PEAR —o— BAIA TR E B
33- 33
321 » 7 132
3.1 - e L3.1

— —
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A [, o IF
o 2.9 2.9 s
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Figure 2. The moderating role of fairness perception in the relationship between paternal control (A)/maternal control (B) and
adolescents’ self-esteem

B 2. BRAAFERFEA)/FFEB)ENEHMELEEE 2 EHETER

3.3. FIETHRET O

{8 FH Process 4.1 i fFH1 ) Model 3 X AXBEZE JIRTAF BEEIA- P54 G /4F 8 TR B DL S 75 /0 4F B &
Z 1G] (A TR T R AR AT A b e A SRS T 8 AN AT AT, Hodr, BRI AN
WA R, YRR G/ ARG A AN AR R AR I A 2 R AN PR R A IR — A =
RIZRAE B, BT ASHIE 7 32 SO BN AP AE A BEZE IR 5 /D 4F B BC R I E R 2 2 3
PERA A AERERIRR IS, KL, M= HARR BEN, RO aRa 28 AR, BRIV
A/ FR NG, Rt — BT Z R F S5 A X B BEAER, FEASITHAL T MRy [
B, WE =R BAERARSE, BN R B B3, A ROsASHiltE—2 0. 4R
WA 3.

Table 3. Moderating effects of fairness perception and age gap on the relationship between parental differential treatment and
adolescents’ self-esteem

3. ERNRE. BRAAT. FLOEEEURMAES/FRERNEATRIATLIINER

. SORZERIN 1 BERZ2 50 £
T A
b SE P b SE P
ZE) 1 IR —0.085/-0.068 0.057/0.044 0.138/0.120 —0.140/-0.058  0.063/0.049 0.027/0.234
BRI 0.272/0.254  0.023/0.019 <0.001/<0.001  0.296/0.259  0.023/0.020 <0.001/<0.001
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PEREE /R TEIBE  0.002/0.004  0.026/0.004  0.954/0.354 —0.003/0.007 0.025/0.004  0.919/0.097
ZENMTE R <
e T —0.034/-0.048 0.051/0.040  0.508/0.234 —-0.053/0.013  0.053/0.044  0.317/0.776
TSN A
FRTIE 0.003/-0.025 0.087/0.012  0.972/0.039 0.042/-0.041  0.094/0.013  0.656/0.001
HRH G AR ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ' '

BRENA x
1 I 4 A/ A 1)
ZRIE R BN
N x PERIZEA/  —0.054/-0.019 0.079/0.012  0.492/0.097 0.058/-0.029  0.098/0.013  0.558/0.026

—0.052/0.007  0.040/0.006 0.196/0.264 —0.104/0.012  0.043/0.006 0.016/0.060

% 17]
TR ] 0.110/0.067  0.054/0.042  0.040/0.114 0.092/0.072  0.053/0.045  0.084/0.110
BRI 0.286/0.257  0.023/0.019 <0.001/<0.001 ~ 0.292/0.272  0.024/0.020 < 0.001/<0.001

PRSI A /4R TERE  0.012/0.006  0.026/0.004  0.635/0.187 0.003/0.008  0.026/0.004  0.897/0.066
ZRlEER] < BA
N
ZERNFEH] %
1 4L A/ A T
JENAFE x
1 I 2H B /A A T
ZRlEER] < BA
N x PERIZE/  —0.072/0.026  0.064/0.009  0.260/0.002 0.067/0.035  0.080/0.012  0.404/0.002

AF W ()5

T RHLETIREONERH &, RALIE K RBONER R

0.139/0.077  0.045/0.034 0.002/0.024 0.111/0.065  0.045/0.046 0.013/0.160

—0.002/0.029  0.078/0.011 0.976/0.010 0.031/0.022  0.081/0.011 0.705/0.049

—0.102/0.009  0.038/0.006 0.008/0.106 —0.082/0.010  0.043/0.006 0.056/0.127

3.3.1. HRIEESRBEBIER
SERRDL, HUMERNAE NE ANE AR RN, AORAEEENNR < BAIAT x HAHEH =R
KR HAEFYIARE S, YRR A AR ZE A5 55 A4 B3 B 15 V5 F R A 2 A A R .

3.3.2. FHEEIRAIBETER

DLV RS T RR A 2 AT AR BN, FEACREZE RIEIRAESE [, AR08 (R I 5 5008 22 T 1% 86 LA BB 2
P =RERLEERAARE, HEREEENERU RN AP =RELEAEHRE. A, Eif—5
1) T8 BSOS 3BT 5 R B, TE VAR TR B & R A /Dy, BRI A ST TE B S 15 BRI 75 /D 4 | 252 1R PR 7 VB
BIAREZE(18SD: b=0.10,p=0.101; +1 SD: b =—0.07, p = 0.200). iXLLsE TR, EF R A2 8T G0
AR BEZE I RS A BB SR IATER

TEPEHIYERE b, AERE 1R R 5 A0 0R 2 s i RBN AP I =R R EAEH & (LE 3(A). #E—54
FrRIL, SR RBRE/NST, AR5 BREN AP 1022 BAE AR # (b = 0.00, p = 1.000), 1H 4453 Ak
BRI, ASESRH 5 A TS HAE R (B =0.15,p<0.001). FEARERSHT R, 46 8] R
BB AR s, ALk 22 ) ik 35 1 1) Tl 75 /D 4F 5 Bi(b = 0.26, SE = 0.06, p < 0.001), 1 4 /& A2
PEURI, AEZERER 5D EE L2 8K (b=0.05,SE=0.04, p=0.286). Z5LIH, FHdEME S5
ZE R RN P =R R BAE AR E (LK 3(B)). B0 RIL, MFERERRE N, BEElE
Hl 5 AT AE HAEFA R 2 (b = —0.04, p = 0.594), 17 44ER ARG R, BEES S5 R A T 152
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HAEHEZEB=0.17,p<0.001). FREREZSHRI, R ERREOR BRI A PR, BEREH 2%
TE T D 4E H 2i(b = 0.24, SE=0.06, p <0.001), i 4EHIATEACKS, BEEfi] 5 E D4 [ IR 0b
=0.03,SE=0.04,p=0.485), IRZEEEZH, FREMIBG Y 1B RN A FAE A BEE I A /D4 H B2 (Al
WEH. BARME, HEDES F M ERL R FR RO I B DR AN SO BRI ZE 5 4 i 5 AP, SCBEXS
[ g il R 2, AT ) 1 R i

A SRR T SERA A e K
337 AP [33
3.2 —O— BAINTHH ook F3.2
3.1 -~ F3.1
3.04 F3.0
Fiind I
o 2.9 2.9 i
2.84 2.8
— —m .'/,/".
2.74 F2.7
2.6 2.6
2.5 T T T ! r T T T 2.5
MECE RORE)iEZ MECZ PSRE)EZ
Qe F Qe fishl
B A R CER IR
337 R TR 33
3.2 —O— A NFE Hkk F3.2
3.1- o 131
® -®
3.04 F3.0
Fin mr
o 2.94 2.9 &
2.8 1 2.8
— E——
2.74 F2.7
2.6 2.6
2.5 T T T ! T T T T 2.5
AIZISE ML HETE %
B BESE 2

Figure 3. The moderating role of age gap and fairness perception in the relationship between paternal control (A)/maternal
control (B) and adolescents’ self-esteem

3. FREPRMBEMNAFERFA/BFEBENEHMELFEE 2 EHIETIER
4. Bhig

ASCAE T [E TSR RD T AR RN 5 A H B AR R, FEEa BUBR A 5 R A
Mg Y5 AR B LA PR T R TEAY . Z IR R, SCREZE G AR A TN T A B R, SOREZE S
IE[A TN DA B . XEEIRRY], R TH/AER R R R, e E DR E EKF,
AT R AR, R idmE D Er H 8K XGRS TR 1. AR ELS ST it 7T
SRR, RO SR 92 80 22 B B R 75 /D 4E A B s /KF ) H B (Kowal et al., 2002; Loeser et al.,
2016; Mchale etal.,2000). fEZFLFKEET, BEZRIXFF2s 5] EEA FURFE ) A J k4T L (Feinberg
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etal., 2000). /DB TR M ECABUR 45 SRR VR4l B 3R B, HETIREm B 23K BT AT R A R,
FABER I W ) Z R Ry, A5 T L beig, Horb, IR0 452 58052 BI11R 2 35 15 4,
fATT 2% B O AR Z I PREE DL B RIMERI A8, X H AT A&, P E EKF

B 7 A BEZE DO RN T DA BRI BB AL, T AR W] AR SRR ZE TR A AR 2 A Al AT T
HEKT. iR, TIRREEZERNEIEK, /BRI, BRENA T35 23 IE [m 0 75 /D AR 1 ) 2
Ko XK, RIS BERILH Z 0 A, Wi A NI ZE R RO A, AT A B 1
H %K. XGRS Kowal Z5(2002) & IUAHEL,  RIAHST T AQBEZE BN, e 22 5l 5o A5 R 8RB
REA R TR 3 /D 4 1) B K o IR BRI AP BUEE S (Deutsch, 1985). ZFSIA, MASIRAY
PR B AP T R0/ MATT &, A2 BRESCRELE AT 45 [R] B 2 18] 23 e B 1 ik S 4], X
2R AAT] B AT 5 1 2K SF(Boll et al., 2005; Gozu & Newman, 2020; Kowal et al., 2002).

N T AR SRR ZE IR A 5 BN A T DA B S TINAE R, A TR T P AT
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