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Abstract

The emergence of social media has enriched users’ strategies and means of self-presentation, and
social media profile pictures play an important role in the process of users’ self-construction. TikTok
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is positioned towards young groups in first- and second-tier cities and TikTok users extend their dig-
ital footprints to the realm of online interaction through image expression. This study uses the partic-
ipatory observation method of netnography and in-depth interview to explore the types of image ex-
pression and their role in self-construction among young female TikTok users. The study finds that
young female users’ TikTok avatars are often strategic performances, such as real-life invisibility, ob-
ject substitution, and idealized performance, driven by motives such as privacy protection in the hi-
erarchical relationship, individual expression in the spirit of introspection, and image refinement in
the gaze of others. Ultimately, they construct a situational self by presenting visible images and con-
cealed bodies on the front stage and achieve social self-construction in the interpersonal interactions
within TikTok.
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Table 1. Basic information of interviewees
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FI-LL By 23 T+ 775 it 74
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