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Abstract

Over the past two decades, research regarding second language identity has been on the rise.
However, there are few bibliometric studies that systematically analyze this field to objectively
present the current research situation in this field. Therefore, this paper uses the bibliometric
software CiteSpace to analyze 168 academic papers published from 2004 to 2023 in terms of
temporal distribution, major publishing countries (regions), the most cited authors, journals, ref-
erences, and research hotspots. Specifically, this study aims to explore the following questions: 1)
What is the temporal distribution of literature regarding second language identity in second lan-
guage learning and teaching research? 2) What is the geographical distribution of literature re-
garding second language identity in second language learning and teaching research? 3) What are
the most cited journals regarding second language identity in second language learning and
teaching research? 4) What are the highly cited authors among scholars regarding second lan-
guage identity in second language learning and teaching research? 5) What are the most cited ar-
ticles in the literature regarding second language identity in second language learning and teach-
ing research? 6) What are the research hotspots regarding second language identity in second
language learning and teaching research? The findings are as follows: 1) In the past two decades,
the number of papers regarding second language identity has continued to increase; 2) The United
States, The People’s Republic of China and Canada are the top three countries in the world in
terms of the number of published papers; 3) Bonny Norton, David Block, and Aneta Pavlenko are
among the most highly cited authors; 4) the three most highly cited journals are Modern Language
Journal, TESOL Quarterly and Applied Linguistics; 5) Bonny Norton’s monograph Identity, Language
Learning, and Social Change is the most highly cited publication; 6) “study abroad”, “gender” and
“sociocultural theory” are the three major research hotspots. This paper provides some insights
and lays a foundation for future research.
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1. 518

WEZAER, ZIES AR ER IR TR HE S S e, N AN 9 Sy lE H 1% U
(Block, 2005; Blommaert, 2005; Norton, 2013; Weedon, 1987; 47k !, 2011; 4145, 2008; Z=i% 7,
2005). flAITANJG S5 3= SO A, SRR T B0 2 ot s, A 5 S R R MR S FR
B g T . KIEEIRHESE, 205 iR S AMURA R —ARIRIGE SR iR, B2
NS R, S E A NG PR RE BT AR AN R S R ) AT HASE A I R 1 A T
F %2147 J9(Kramsch, 2006). ZR Bk, ZiE SR KAMEINETES), AMES SN RS
HEAKE DA

Norton (2000, 2013). Block (2005)%55 & N A, Zih S & BE 355 21 585 TS ImA T L
HE N ZERA WP, MOE =+, MRUHFIeSCBEANZEET . A, HRTEAE STk rh S5 7o
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ZAHAT RGE AT, DLW 2 BUZ AU BRI ARG AR 5% . Bk, b 7Rt DiE
AR SEEE PR SOOI, T AW T AR AT SO T E A, DAY AR A R
HER L B ZRRES Y DL T R S T -

2. XaksEd
2.1. ZiBSNHIE X FFHE

e HON CER R XA T AN E (i, Cummins, 2001; Norton, 2000). Taylor (1989)
¥ g7 w8 “ABR” . XU, “H07 B “FAZEHE” (Kanno, 2003). Norton (2000: p. 5)% & £
E SN MR ER AR AT S5 41 2 M R, 1K T O 2 ] o o5 B TR0 25 (R T A A, DA /AR 36 AT b
J7 SRR AR IBE T e tE . 7 Wb EE SO 7E B R RS 2 (R A B3 b. Norton f5 i, W3 H.
Bl PR R R S B I AR S A Z M AL &R, BPEREEZ I REE S 2 A OC R thath, dhrmt
LY, AMEEE TAEMHREE SR ZE WA 1S HARE 5 I RREE A . Bk,  “&
U7 XM E DR T ORI I, RIS B SN LA R A A 5 2 (196 & (Kanno, 2003). th&sit
FEBE S B 72 o IR A5 LEDAIE . 1% 9T (2005) 1R 7 18 35 e M o) h By i i 78 . B S imlch, Mk
¥ B GAERLRB N EIEE, FEdSMmALIE, W BRAARIR. sz, S0
R AN 554 23 22 [A)AS T EL B B s 1 T A2

ZiES M EA e, SiEEL . R S N FEAE KRR BRI, B 5 MRS
RN B VIR . S @M ZA R, UL A S HAAMA S R . 55
)RR, AMEAGRILI S 2 #, ERASNSEE . A0S 5 A 32 B 4L 2 RIS R 22 5
R TBEGMAFRAE BRI B, S ARREE—ADIAN, AW . M
(B N [F) R ER IR AN, T2 B A B [ AR A 2 (R AW R JE . . B iR B RE A R S A
Sz 0a MES N IASWIAE . Bl i A 4 5

Norton (2000, 2013). Block (2005)55%# I\, 18 & 4\ R B fif 15 2% )RS SO AS IRAS T [ %
Do B, HEZRRMS L. b, EANIMREEES SR HEZIUR(BIn, Ng, 2021; Norton, 2013;
Richards, 2021; 47K 1., 2003; % d&hdh, 2021; MikAR, 2015; JAH, 2021). il T MEE ZiE¥%>]
Tk R e A g A B A TR, T R B b B AR A AR A R TR R o AN IR I A A 52 B 2 0
IR, BRI AT DLd s 8 G AR SRR 2% ) R, SR AL AN IR 2 ) SCREAIE I SO, 35
HOIENL, IEFAGTE BN, BEEAERR. . [N, TR AR AR o) R S RREE I BB
BT O R B B s, (et A 8 S 4 RS RS SCALAS PR AE 11 R R o B0 AT LB T LA A
REME (R 22 AR 9 U RN K R ZUEIE S, IR—RFFAEE S %] .

2.2. ZRERSHARMR

TABRG ARG T B SR, U EE AT SR SRR S I B S R IR E
=, MEHEE S8 &, ZIES AR EEPEL S 2R, T, =
EH ORI 25y =2 (Mantero, 2007). 55— 2K T I AL 200 B2 RIS 28 — 3R 5 1 S 4t
BRI BRI AR, E O A R (0 S O A A o #k 2 Co B2 A T 1R 08 S WA R B 7 B AR
WA E S 5 RREMN 2 R U R A I E R Sl [\ e . S8 R AR 2 AL S HE IR A S
B X G B 4 L B B A F AP E iR . BTN BN, B RS R A ATAR E AEAE
HECAAER MBS P T8 a0, JFHETRBRFRE, fHEREFHS —-MEsMA—1
B3 (Bailey, 2000; Trevarthen, 1990). & =8 78 M 5 S5 4 1 LRI A R IR 7 B G0 @it fE. R
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X —H, ARSI B S MARTEAE R S AT B O R I R e AR S ST A S — i
S, TR FEANRRNF A SRR A . B, SR ARA N ROGE S . B, TR
AFHGRHBEE A AR, K, B BARE S FH 68 00 R e UL A AT 148 B AR iE =
Mg R, K=, B IEATRAER S h 5 MmAR T S 2 MRS 7 g HY,
ARSI E B MR 1R 8 A A AL 2 A8 B R R R 52 (Gal, 1989; McNamara, 1997; Pavlenko,
2001). Ja 458 SO B G-N R RA R . RS KRGS E SO S, B iS4
5IARSS) SRR RIS RS &, BRE ORRRE T B AR . AT B S AR ES
SIS AR, R L E B 4. ik, Norton A1 McKinney (2011) 2 31 3 5 REE 3 HIRUR| % &
R, R B B MU BB RIAES, EAERENTEMOMEE, &VRIFNERES,
TR H SO B A E -

SRR, fh A 3 AEA SR S S A SUE R K R (U5, 2008). ZAA R, 1B
TR RIS L IR IR N S S R R B PR . B BRAEAE S S EY, TRAEAMAN
MR, MARTE— A2 SR P SRS T, AMATE — & PR 8 AR RS 5 5 HAR AR A T R 1
Y. SiEREWRE DR ERSE (B 40, Harklau, 2000). #E4@ME XEAEIRF, —iEIE
FEESEIRIS T BEOREED o #h e SCEIR LA R AR B A R IR S T AR S O (e
0T, Ji4%E, 2009). HAET, EWNSMES SCEIRAA T B S mA R Es kg, FHA Bl Norton (1) 1%
P BT RN R TR (B i, 2021) SRR ST 1 I NS BoRAE SR R R, IR R
R ARSI M G0 KRR (OLK L, £5549, 2020). Norton (2013)iAN, 2 HHEIET ¥
AMREARZ, HEREATNCLRHIZE: B, S 1B VNN RES @ 1E 5 % R 2 MR 5 %
K, WMEFHRE. BEKTFU AR RESE: Rk, MTACHIE S 5 S e i 17k — e Y A,
Bl 38 1 2 S AR HOR AR AR i TR s 2, RISCI R AR A 3wkt S M 4 4
1o ZIERINH, ¥ETREEMEEIESE 2R RS BREER, SN PELSRTI KRN
AN 3] 35 AT BE AR 2

AR, AERHA I, HXE =15 S N RS A 25N Norton £l De Costa (2017)48 Hi,
TEAERH R PR T AT, FARF N EF G S & B SR mE R, SRR
THERBIMGEG A, R T E ZASSR. BRAEEEREEY, RN ZENRELA
e, Wk SR, Higgins (2014) 82 H T —ANHii&, B “T48 5437 (millenial identity). 4=TH T i 4Ek{ik
X B SN R RANE S A RS E . ARRE 7B U bR 1E I u s S
MR RE. ERXFE ST, WA RERES IR BT 2808 # e A BINE S B8 g, et
SCAFREE HP A B N Rl R 2

3. ARt
3.1. BuEdE

AW E RV 5 ) E S 5 B S BOMES I 2RI R Bk, EEAAHN AR 7 ORISR 5%
W&o 1o, HTEIE S MAHCHNRBERZL, A8 2 “learner identity” - “learners’ identity” . “students
identity” . “students’ identity” , ZRFJfAESE “language identity” 545, [HlIt, {E#7E Web of Science
(1) SSCI £ 45 %44 “ identity ” OR “identities” /N An i, 7] 7E BT H 7 Bk % “ second language ” 1 foreign
language”, F H.7F b b HE Bk “ teacher identity ”OR“ teacher identities”OR“ instructor identity ”OR“instructor
identities” , 3R4F 402 2% CHik.
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W J5 AR 6 SCHRIEAT 1 it , AR PR 15 B 2004 4E31] 2023 4F, SCERZEAY L 5 “article” . “early access”
Al “review article” , “#R}2EJELkE A “linguistics” Al “language linguistics” « HZEH 3k 219 25 ik -
VR d Ja e B B S B A AT — AR, BIBRSERTE LR R BIA51F . “ parental identities” . “scholarly
identities” S¥3C &, fHAIRHL 168 25 3Cilk.

32. AT RRSHIERF

CiteSpace & —Fh 5| LRI AL AT, BRE TR TS AEdE aT b e, &Rz, AT
T %A s AR . K, ASCHIF] CiteSpace Xt 2004 4E % 2023 4E (] K R 168 F 2 AR ST M SCHR R F 1
I A0 AT . EEEHARE K (HX) e oEE . BT S50k, DU 07 Tk AT 0. B ok,
KA ARV T A 5 0 B I [V 9T 00 SCHR 0 B 18] 20 A FEIAE T —akdr 268 . LR, K SCivEdE S
CiteSpace PAHEAT X [E S (B ) FIHLIG . B 5IMEE . BEEIHATI. #5510 22 SRR 703 S I B0 AT 5
SIRTFEL T AR o FR G, Y SORMRER R R, 1 U B[O B R B AR R R R [
UbAh, SO MR T AT SR E S R . SR, AEE S AT A ST TR

4. GRWIR
4.1. R EHEE S 4

F 1 BoR T B S A FESCERIOEAR /0T . 2015 4R 201, 5 08 S0 R scE AR b K. R
MM, 2015 4E % 2020 £E[A], WAL HIL T U . s B 35 S0 R0 70 A e Bt e g
2021 4 J5, WRACEIREY . FTRERIAEE —iE S S MBS AR S B AU L T T D TR
#, 2004 % 2015 FCERELEM EARTLLARTIUNRER. B, A, AT H s AR B4
AR B AEE F 2 S M h I B (AR, 2018). BIFF0 3 T 08 TE AT 5 ) 76 S8 &5 2 S R fl 45 51
FHMAER, MIMIRE] T8 2538 00 thAl, 8 Wtk 2 SO A B 4y BRI SRR AE 42 (1 ST TR it
RERME T IHRRMHEM B G HA R E SR T A

ROCHE:

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

4

Figure 1. Temporal distribution of published paper
Bl XHEELAXE
2016 4F 2 2020 4FI], SCHRAR R B RFEHRA R AT REZ B 2 MR R MM . Jerh AR 2R EO AL AR
WA G AR E M. JRE W, R 7 2020 422 2023 4[5 A5 F A )M AR S S
DR R, JRRE PR H, fELE ) G RO S PR TR AN il B A R R
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QR ELAT A, 20205 AELED, IR, 2017). “HI% 4 (digital identity)ix — s C ol 155 )
AR AR SN FERF AR R B Rz — HIR, e, SR ERINE, RE TES MY
Yy FE 85 SCASZ R R B E B, DRI RIS 1 2% SR 40U SCA BB AR 8« Higgins (2014) 1) “ T484E S ”
(millenial identity)ixX — & Mg A .

4.2. BbERMEX)FINAS R

gk H I B 3 B A TP T AROA% o [ 5% (R D) ROPLAG) , AR T2 Bt it T %A B R AE 38 S A A7
JTEVRRRIRSC, Hoi R SCR R E ] 2 A48 1 .

MR BRI B R 56 AL 15 Sl AR AL B2 — . 56 B P FTH LM AR 12 U R I
739 B R K 2y U ] 7 AN 5 &7 95 JE M ALK 5 o B R K 5 1 1 B 70 4%+ J& Christina Higgins 7 —
TS [FIE T U STk O R . Higgins fE1E 5« B A 2 SCHEIS A USRI 782, Wtk
R RAE 1 5 21 B AEAS RN 5 AN SO T S 4] o e R 540 e At AT 4 B 473 (Higgins, 2014) i FRIRIE FEAR
RERA T BATN ZIEF . 2 HEIANE T %20 F SR B, 9 55 I MBI 7 S5
. Higgins AMUEI T i S A RIBE T, EO81E 5 #0R MBCRHNE 57 R 4t 1T 8o 3 thrpts
FRELIOR I 51 A 12 AU B R SEOHT 5 SEBR N o 1710 5% 47 92 ML M LK A AE 38 B A [FIF 7E P ok e K
{12738 )52 James P. Lantolf. Lantolf DAt E4: 2 SCALBRAR J5 ThI AR FTIT & AR - M AOBIE FOR A TE15 5 2
A ARWTER E AL 2 SO SN B S EEh P 2EiE B 5 S 1. Lantolf (U FTEH7R 1 S AE
EE ISR RN, e Z U R TTERE R, PRZIIE TR S B SN B A S . oL
FEJ BNV ) SR8 K 27 R JE 7508 K2 5 (R A 2 U L T 3 2 iR

o
[ )

PEOPLE@DR CHINA
UEA ENGLAND
NETHERLANDS TR;@:EWGOZEALAN D
e SOUTH KOREA

SWEDEN
uexcEAUDY %R:;z RES P@l N
° O
| o
E .

Figure 2. Knowledge map of countries (regions) and institutes

E 2. ZESHARIE IS

AR TS A RS —, Hebm MDA ST e B2 . B FOIR AR TR S 3] Bl
AL LG A 2R ZR, I TS0 U S AE 5 B HTESE AMAAE 2 B8 ) B JRIER &
U EIE R (M4, 2008). MIEHRTY 1 & AR B heg . FNFAI: S shil_ iy 3k R/ E HIAE
TIRYIE S B, Won A NERE SRS 107 (Gao et al., 2007; o HLEE, 2003). 47K PAE
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B S N R TS AT H T DT RR FIREAS S Ao Wb PRI T AN ARE I 2 ) R P T R B4 1 T 5K
R TIES . Btk S a2 B0 2432 5. (140, Bian, 2009, 27k 12, 2003, 2011). 47k BH &
SO NFE TP AL T IR ZIR W, $87R TiE S F I M SN sh &8 k.

Table 1. Research countries in the field of second language identity

*= 1 TIEBMIAECER I 5 7

[ & (X)) R oty &

1 FEH 53 0.74
2 EE 30 0.41
3 YN 16 0.01
4 ik 10 0.14
4 BRI 10 0

4 [iig2ia 10 0.08
7 i 8 0.06
8 B 6 0.02
9 HA 4 0

10 THH 3 0

INEERALFEEE =, DATLJE 8He th WK sk i N {23 . Bonny Norton U@ ZALFIZERT 58 18 & 13k
I 7 THI e A H 124 3« Norton ORI TR EEIE 5 24 21 - B FIRU 1 sh 2 2 I8 R 242 & (9 i, Darvin &
Norton, 2021; Norton, 2000, 2011, 2013; Norton & Mckenney, 2011). MifRF 7Rz T ) 2 AR, #RiT T
S AFWMAAEANFE 2 S ST BIE A ORI S0, T8 S HE A S B FR A SRR 4 T IR
e . Norton AMYAEZ) [ ARBEL MBS EE, B T ORMIE S HERE . W7 et
W5 SCAG BRI AL 23 1 RS 5 20E U Sk e b RIEE EEAER], 51906 808 0 T S A [F RIS 5 >
(EHOE IR

4.3. BlMEE ST

— L2 TR 3 BRI FE W SO B R ATV S e 1 Atk A A S 7 AT R B TR R 0 44 R, TR A S
DARE SR R R AR B 2 7E AE B A R U2 15 B & DAL . 3 51 AR de e AR 1) 3 Fe 2
Fias, BT, 7E i B4yl FIBFFEATER, Bonny Norton. David Block il Aneta Pavlenko = A il fi
R IR T S EIRNESE, B 7B E A ) B WA LR 2B R A Y S

Bonny Norton £7555—, PLH ZiBERCRINSTER. ZHEBUN, EF%IE S0 s, 24t
2> AR FIBOA 5 B & 52 (Norton, 2013). Norton SRR 5 I FEMEH B S0 b i shitk, I
SRR AR T T AP TS S RS, 3T 2 S E NS S AL X AR
LHFEMR, ANESHE NG EEME. Norton AR TIES . WA IshEZ AR %R
(Clément & Norton, 2020). 4 ff) — 55 BIRIEIT R H i85 S BN W@ B S hh i £k, 3k
68T AR GE T W . AR TR TS B B AL S IE SR, st i A, FIR TS
HRIE A G G P S BOEE R ) .

David Block {7 J& 2 —, A WAL BUA4E BRI G 5 5 I MG i, 7R iz 8 i 7 # K 5Tk
Block FIWF LRI T 1H S « AUIMBEIRES Z MR R IR, ME T REEREESHAEPNE
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B, bR, A MO F TR L AR AR P IR T8 5 208 S A& R s S, DA
HES) I P EE A0 EL 25 2 S A S8 (Block, 2022; Block & Corona, 2019; Corona & Block, 2020).

« 0]
KRAMSCH.C_

& %@}@gﬁ@pw B

EOURDIEUPRS (CANAGARAJAH AS
o CUMMINS Ji\s
: o WENGE?&FBRCE BN
@ DAY =
Y VLENKO A
. . ° 13 - )
=

Figure 3. Knowledge map of cited authors of second language identity

E 3. ZESHARMRZUEE

Aneta Pavlenko DLHth JHuUE i 5 22 B A 35 AR T 0 B2 L 15 5 2 AL 208 & A0 b OB TS IR N FR I
TS WM S 2 WA R A EAER, Realsmif 7 28 AME B RE RN, ) T E—
IR TR S B I IR RN 2 001 5 AT S I B 2 (Pavlenko, 2001, 2016). BR T
Aneta Pavlenko 2 4k, HiAth2% 1 Claire Kramsch Al Etienne Wenger 1.5 — 18 B 473 A R0} 78 4k o & 3%
HIEAEH, AT SR FOE S BUER S I . A0 TAEAMUHES) 7T SR, N RHE S
HH EIA A A PR T ST . XLl SRR S F RS AR s SR S i s,
REFE 7O, N MAMB K& RIS S8R TIER .

Table 2. Cited authors in the field of second language identity
&= 2. ZESMAERRZOEE

WeglEE ROCHE L
1 Bonny Norton 86 0.52
2 David Block 60 0.24
3 Aneta Pavlenko 40 0.11
4 Claire Kramsch 28 0.06
5 Etienne Wenger 23 0.05
6 Patricia A. Duff 17 0.05
7 Pierre Bourdieu 15 0.03
8 Suresh A. Canagarajah 14 0.03
9 Jim Cummins 12 0.05
10 Zoltan Dérnyei 11 0.04
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4.4, ¥ZLHERT R

% 3. Bl 4 8\ TAEZE SN FERE R R S SRR X T B 5T T ) 36K i Y PR AL AR
TWEBAMERE . BT S5HE. MHESY. HERA. WERFE. K, mERZm I
Modern Language Journal (106 {X#%5]). TESOL Quarterly (78 /X #%5|)1 Applied Linguistics (63 X #5/).

15 51 ) B¢ = AT & Modern Language Journal (MLJ). Modern Language Journal J& i 3] 5 #(
SR A S IAT],  DLH A AR AE T () 44 . B EARCIMINEE &, LR mkEs 7 5
AH5HEEHT . MARIMEEZ AR £ ESNRBTR L, ZWITRIRAR N ih 5 2 FH AL 15
SRR SN R XL AR R T G S A RN R, N A& T
BRI e 5, IRy TR S PRt F e, B o) F AR A 2R O B e S H AR
FHXEANIFEE AL S I TIEHES) IE S N FER AT, (RRE VX AU R R, IR AR
N T il B S A RS AL T E B EIR SRR .

Table 3. Cited journals in the field of second language identity
= 3. ZIESMARFARZOET)

T T gl & HL
1 Modern Language Journal 106 0.25
2 TESOL Quarterly 78 0.83
3 Applied Linguistics 63 0.9
4 Identity and Language Learning: Gender 56 0.28
5 Journal of Language, Identity & Education 41 0.28
6 System 41 0.35
7 Language Teaching 36 0.05
8 Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development 34 0.2
9 Annual Review of Applied Linguistics 30 0.2
10 Second Language Acquisition 28 0.1

TESOL Quarterly X T Modern Language Journal £/ J& 4% — . TESOL Quarterly fIff 5177 Ml A0 4% 1%
P EFMR S, EFHEBCR. B0k, EFIEER, DUV KBEEITEE. &
BHEGFFE . 2T 4R 0L TR NI IE 15 2% 2] 3 A8 2 > RS 55 — MBI 2 o 1) 4\ R 5Z 2
M R L2 . TESOL Quarterly 7T 5T #R A5 (H AN PR T-HRHE 5 B8 I 2 JuiB 5 T 1 S0 2l
HE S SER G Z KR U E S AR 155 2] 5 e 557 T . XSS 58l R— A
DONFRS AR AL TR 8 R SCUE R A B0 SCHF, AR 1 5 Bt B0 SEEABUR . @l R 1B
SIFAEE S AR S 430 R, TESOL Quarterly i = U E & 52t TR ZIM WAE, 5B A 15
BRI BCE RS, (EdE 5 A s S AR B A R A

Applied Linguistics £7 /55 = . Applied Linguistics /& —4 E BRI 4 FF AT, 800 TR N HIES
S ORI AU AN B S i . TR B S B 1IBE IR BEIHME. B REBURE R
ANTTIHL R F R MEE TAEE R 7SRNG Z BRI &« £ =15 S0 A 5L 7718, Applied
Linguistics 92 & It 7 —NEE IR UR R G, A B T2 =15 S0 I\ R F0 08 ) 22 ARS8 I A ik
g EHER) T RS ARSI, B E AT ECR, et T U AR S &
B, N2 F SN RO F et 1 AR SRR 7R
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