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Abstract

In the new era, citizens’ urban identity has shifted from citizenship to a better life. Sports, as one of
these aspects, are a crucial component of a city’s civilization. Under the combined influence of the
concept of a people’s city and the goal of building a strong sports nation, the construction of sports
cities has evolved from aspirations to reality. However, in the context of international research, the
development of sports cities that adhere to a path of cultural confidence warrants preliminary dis-
cussion. Research indicates that locally characteristic sports cities are a combination of competitive
sports cities, sports and health cities, and sports consumption cities. However, they currently face
challenges with competitive positioning, drifting characteristics, and stagnant industry-led devel-
opment. In line with the phased requirements of characteristic city development, sports city devel-
opment should activate the sports population and achieve industry-driven development. It should
also adopt a strategy that combines events and non-events to create sports activities that align with
cultural characteristics, explore a confident path for sports city development, and construct a clus-
ter of distinctly positioned sports cities.
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Table 3. Proposed cluster axis construction for building sports cities
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