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Abstract

Objective: To explore the research hotspots in China’s e-sports field over the past 10 years and pro-
vide references for future research in this field. Methods: This paper uses CiteSpace software to
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conduct a visual analysis of 247 articles on e-sports in the China National Knowledge Infrastructure
(CNKI) database from 2015 to 2025, covering annual publication volume, research authors, research
institutions, and keywords. Results: Over the past 10 years, the annual publication volume in China’s
e-sports research field has shown an overall upward trend. The author with the highest publication
volume is Yi Jiandong, and the institution with the highest publication volume is the School of Jour-
nalism and Communication, Beijing Sport University. The research hotspots mainly focus on e-sports
and the sports industry. Conclusion: (1) The annual publication volume in the e-sports field has shown
an overall upward trend, but the degree of cooperation among authors and institutions is low and
scattered. Future efforts should be made to enhance and improve communication and cooperation.
(2) Research hotspots are concentrated. Through the co-occurrence map of keywords, the cluster-
ing map of keywords, the timeline map, and the burst keyword map, it can be seen that the main key-
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words are “e-sports”, “sports industry”, and “sports”.
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Figure 1. Annual publication volume statistics
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Figure 2. Network map of the study’s authors
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Figure 3. Network map of research institutions
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Table 2. Top 10 research institutions in China by number of publications in the e-sports field over the past decade
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Figure 4. Co-occurrence network diagram of keywords
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Table 3. Top 10 most frequent keywords and their centrality in China’s e-sports sector over the past decade
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Figure 5. Co-occurrence network diagram of keywords
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Figure 6. Emerging keywords in e-sports research in China over the past decade
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