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Abstract

Mass participation sports events are shifting from competitive entertainment occasions to multifac-
eted cultural communication scenes. Taking the Wenzhou division of the Zhejiang Provincial Urban
Basketball League (“Zhejiang BA”) in the 2025~2026 season as a case study, this paper clarifies the
connotation of “urban culture” and, drawing on theories of the production of space, emotional mobi-
lization, and the integration of sports, culture and tourism, examines how basketball events are trans-
formed into vehicles for urban cultural communication. The study argues that “urban culture” as used
here does not merely refer to urban historical heritage or official image slogans; rather, it denotes a
symbol system, a set of narrative resources, and a participation mechanism continuously generated
through the city’s historical memory, local industries, everyday lifestyles, ethnic cultures, commercial
practices, and public emotions. Compared with the village self-governance, purely grassroots model
of Guizhou’s “Village BA” and the city-rivalry, quasi-professional model of Jiangsu’s “Su Chao”, the
Wenzhou model is characterized by taking mass basketball as an entry point, supplying content
through the fusion of culture and sports, completing symbolic translation via cultural and creative
development, and expanding participation networks through multicultural displays, while communi-
cation amplification and consumption conversion are realized through collaboration among govern-
ment departments, market entities, media platforms, and community organizations. These four mech-
anisms are not isolated from one another but form a dynamic chain of “content production, symbolic
translation, community bonding, resource guarantee.” The study also points out that the conversion
of event traffic into cultural accumulation does not occur automatically, and tensions still need to be
managed between commercialization, local cultural authenticity, disparities in public participation,
and the cycle of communication popularity.
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Table 2. Internal relations of the “four mechanisms”
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