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Abstract

Against the backdrop of advancing reforms in sports-education integration, campus football tour-
naments serve the fundamental mission of fostering virtue through education and act as a vital plat-
form for enhancing the comprehensive qualities of young people. Taking Guizhou Province’s “Gov-
ernor’s Cup” Campus Football Super League as a case study, this paper analyzes the practical dilem-
mas, underlying logic, and optimization strategies regarding the realization of the league’s educa-
tional objectives. The study reveals that deviations occur during the implementation of the “Gover-
nor’s Cup.” These stem from inherent tensions among national educational goals, local bureaucratic
operational logic, and the practical demands of families and society. These tensions—compounded
by conflicting interests among diverse stakeholders and policy ambiguities that create information
barriers and excessive discretionary space at the grassroots level—lead to a drift away from the
league’s intended educational goals. The study argues that to restore the educational essence of
campus football tournaments, it is necessary to adopt a value-added assessment approach that en-
courages orderly flexibility in grassroots policy implementation. Furthermore, policies should be
refined and assessment-incentive systems restructured to limit arbitrary operational leeway. A col-
laborative governance framework involving education authorities, sports departments, schools,
and families must be established to truly implement the educational philosophy of “small football,
big education,” thereby providing a practical reference for the high-quality development of campus
football leagues.
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