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Abstract

Filial piety has a history of thousands of years in China, and it is the most fundamental moral that
constitutes a family under the rule of Confucian etiquette. However, with the change of society, the
connotation of traditional filial piety has changed, and the public’s understanding of filial piety has
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also produced the tension from tradition to modern. Based on the survey data of China General
Social Survey (CGSS) in 2017, this paper adopts least squares regression to analyze the influencing
factors of the concept of filial piety. It is found that educational background, urban and rural areas,
ethnicity and social status have significant influences on the concept of filial piety. Respondents
with higher education, urban residents, Han nationality and low social status tend to be more
modern in the concept of filial piety. However, respondents with low education, rural residents,
ethnic minorities and high social status tend to be more traditional in the concept of filial piety.
The research results provide new thinking and practice for family pension in China.
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Table 1. Assignment of variables and descriptive statistics
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics of the differences between urban and rural and ethnic groups in the concept of filial piety
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Table 3. Results of robust least square regression analysis of the influences of education background, urban and rural areas,
ethnic group and social status on the concept of filial piety
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