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Abstract

As the elderly population in China continues to grow, it is an urgent issue to address the challeng-
es of population aging on the basis of a correct understanding of it. The Western Han Dynasty was
a key period in the formation of ancient retirement policies. Exploring the characteristics of filial
piety thought and the practical implementation of elderly care policies during the Western Han
Dynasty with “Discourses on Salt and Iron” as the focus can help reveal the strategies adopted by
ancient people when facing the elderly. Through this retrospective analysis, we can further ex-
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plore the experiences in addressing the aging population issue. Not only can this enrich our un-
derstanding of population aging issues, but it can also provide valuable insights and references for
solving today’s aging population challenges.
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