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Abstract

In the current scenario where rural population aging is intensifying, and the functionality of tradi-
tional family caregiving models is significantly weakening, actively exploring and establishing a
socialized model of elder care suitable for rural realities has become a necessity. Rural mutual
support for the aged, effectively bridging the gap between home-based care and institutional care,
emerges as an innovative and efficient solution to tackle the challenges of deep aging in rural are-
as. However, its exploration and practice inevitably face multiple practical difficulties, including
deep-rooted ideological constraints, an incomplete legal and policy framework, a lack of financial
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support, and challenges to government execution. Faced with these complex and changing chal-
lenges, a single entity’s effort is insufficient to sustain its healthy and continuous development.
There is an urgent need for a collaborative approach where the government, society, and families
work together, forming a strong synergy to collectively promote the robust development of the
rural mutual support elder care system.
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