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Abstract

China is entering the dual acceleration period of urbanization and population aging, and the family
model of old-age care is still the primary consideration in the current choice of old-age care. The
issue of division of labor in old-age care is a hot issue in the family old-age care model. This paper
adopts a multi-case comparative research method to explore and analyze the current situation of
the division of labor in old-age care for urban and rural multi-children families, as well as the dif-
ferences in their driving factors. The study constructed an analytical framework of rational optimi-
zation and customary practices, emotional interaction, and norms of responsibility based on role
theory, and selected the case of urban-rural multi-child families in Community C of N City to verify
the theoretical presuppositions. It is found that the division of labor in old-age care in urban multi-
child families tends to focus on parent-child emotional interactions and individual needs, while ru-
ral families are more driven by traditional filial piety concepts and perceptions of family responsi-
bilities. Based on this, this paper proposes that the sustainable development of family elderly care
models should be collaboratively promoted through policy support, cultural guidance, and family
interactions to inject new vitality into this care model.
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Table 1. Basic information of the case
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