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Abstract

The issue of intergenerational support for the relocated elderly has become an important topic in
China’s aging society, but established studies have paid less attention to their internal heterogene-
ity. This study adopts a qualitative research method to systematically compare the similarities and
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differences in the intergenerational support status of the two groups through in-depth interviews
with eight elderly and child-rearing relocated elders, and utilizes Colaizzi’s phenomenological anal-
ysis. The study found that, at the level of economic support, the elderly group was more likely to
rely on their children’s support, while the child-rearing group showed a two-way exchange pattern
of labor instead of pay. At the level of life care, the old-age type mainly takes care of themselves and
even takes care of their children in the opposite direction, while the child-raising type’s care model
is characterized by intergenerational mutual support and imbalance under the ethic of responsibil-
ity. Atthe level of spiritual comfort, both types of elderly are characterized by introverted emotional
expression and shallow communication, but the child-rearing type realizes implicit emotional com-
pensation through intergenerational relationships, while the elderly type relies on community peer
networks. The study reveals the similarities and differences in the intergenerational support status
of the relocated elderly under different migration motives, and provides a basis for guiding family
members to form a benign support mechanism and improve the differentiated elderly service poli-
cies.
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