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Abstract

Against the background of the rapid development of the digital economy, China’s rural social struc-
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ture and production methods are undergoing profound transformations. The rural aging popula-
tion issue and contradictions in social reproduction have become increasingly prominent. The out-
flow of the labor force, the weakening of family functions, and the existence of the digital divide have
led to functional imbalances in the rural social reproduction system. Based on Marxist theory of social
reproduction, this paper analyzes the structural dilemmas of rural aging under the conditions of
the digital economy and explores paths for its reconstruction. The study argues that the digital econ-
omy not only changes rural production relations and lifestyles but also provides new opportunities
for the elderly to participate in society and realize their value. By developing digital villages, inclu-
sive technology, and smart elderly care systems, it is possible to promote the restoration and opti-
mization of rural social reproduction functions in terms of material production, social relations, and
cultural inheritance. It is essential to always adhere to the people-centered development philoso-
phy, promote the digital economy to empower rural society, build an inclusive, fair, and sustainable
new pattern of social reproduction, and achieve positive interaction between rural aging govern-
ance and rural revitalization.
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