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Abstract

This paper focuses on optimizing the undergraduate curriculum system for the Elderly Care Service
Management program in private higher education institutions. Grounded in the theory of supply-
demand alignment, it systematically analyzes the current challenges facing the curriculum—namely,
outdated content, insufficient practical training, and inadequate faculty resources—and highlights the
misalignment between the existing curriculum and the evolving demands of the aging-related industry,
which is undergoing a strategic shift toward “quality enhancement” and “digital intelligence.” The study
proposes three key optimization strategies: First, aligning curricula with cutting-edge industry needs
by developing a modular and dynamic course structure comprising foundational, specialized, and fron-
tier-oriented components, supported by a regular updating mechanism. Second, deepening industry-
education integration through the co-construction of multi-stakeholder collaborative platforms, in-
novative work-study alternating models, and the incorporation of virtual simulation technologies to
strengthen the practical teaching system. Third, reinforcing faculty development through a dual ap-
proach of recruitment and cultivation, establishing a “four-dimensional blended” teaching team com-
posed of industry practitioners, senior managers, and experienced elder mentors, alongside an incen-
tive mechanism to foster “dual-qualified” (academic and professional) faculty. The ultimate aim is to
provide a systematic solution for cultivating high-caliber, interdisciplinary, and application-oriented
elderly care professionals in private universities, thereby contributing to China’s national strategy for
addressing population aging.
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