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Abstract
Against the dual backdrop of rural revitalization and population aging, this paper explores how
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local culture empowers the rural silver economy from the perspective of the endogenous develop-
ment theory. Through case studies on Zhaoxing Dong Village, Kongbai Village in Southeast Guizhou
and Jingmai Mountain in Yunnan, the paper refines three core pathways: first, reconstructing com-
munity support networks by virtue of public rituals and ethics to reshape the spiritual authority of
the elderly; second, capitalizing traditional craftsmanship to foster characteristic silver economy
industries and realize the goal of “supporting oneself with professional skills”; third, integrating the
eco-cultural system to build high-end wellness destinations and promote the overall upgrading of
value. The study holds that the key to local culture empowering the rural silver economy lies in
achieving the paradigm shift from “external blood transfusion” to “endogenous empowerment” and
activating the subjectivity of the elderly as cultural bearers and co-creators of development. This
research provides a practical solution for active aging in rural areas based on the endogenous cul-
tural driving force.
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