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Abstract

The proliferation of digital technology, intertwined with the accelerating process of population
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aging, has given rise to the contemporary context of “digital aging”. In this context, digital technol-
ogy, through mechanisms of empowerment, offers new possibilities for the elderly to expand their
cultural participation, innovate in cultural inheritance, and build online communities. However, the
digital divide, intergenerational cultural conflicts, a lack of institutional support, and algorithmic
bias collectively pose multiple challenges to the construction of their subjectivity. Therefore, to
build the cultural subjectivity of the elderly in the digital age, efforts must be advanced synergisti-
cally across four dimensions: cultivating individual digital literacy and cultural confidence; reshap-
ing social relationships through intergenerational integration and cultural mutual feeding; improv-
ing the institutional framework with age-friendly policies and services; and driving technological
innovation through inclusive platform design and content development. Only by enabling the el-
derly to transform from passive adapters to active participants, creators, and inheritors of digital
culture can we truly achieve their cultural emancipation and the restoration of their subjectivity in
the digital era.
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