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Abstract

China has entered a stage of moderate population aging, with the silver economy emerging as a sig-
nificant driver of economic growth and continuing to expand in scale. However, driven by the logic of
capital, the senior consumer market presents a paradox of “commodity appreciation” versus “the
depreciation of the senior as a consumer subject”: while age-friendly products are becoming in-
creasingly abundant, the genuine needs, subject status, and dignity of older adults face a crisis of
marginalization. By examining the senior consumer market, this paper seeks to reveal three phenom-
ena of value disorientation within the current silver economy: the shaping of consumer needs, the
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technological alienation of products, and the marginalization of senior consumers. Employing Marx'’s
theory of alienation and Honneth’s theory of recognition for critical reflection, this paper proposes
that the silver economy should undergo a paradigm shift from “exploiting older adults” to “empow-
ering older adults”, thereby constructing an ethical framework that returns to the essence of a “good
life”.
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