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Abstract

Against the backdrop of overlapping population aging and low fertility rates, the protection of rights
and interests of the “elderly and children” group in community spatial resource allocation has become
increasingly prominent. As vulnerable groups, they have an urgent need for community public ser-
vices and spatial resources, but their rights and interests are often ignored in actual allocation, affect-
ing their quality of life and bringing challenges to community governance. Taking spatial justice the-
ory as the analytical framework, this study explores the dilemmas and causes of community services
for “elderly and children” in three dimensions: resource allocation, usage rights, and governance par-
ticipation. Spatial justice theory, which emphasizes fair resource distribution, equal spatial access
and universal governance participation, provides a scientific theoretical basis for this research. The
study finds three key dilemmas: “spatial folding” in resource allocation (uneven distribution and
single function of spaces), “intergenerational conflict” in usage rights (conflicting demands without
effective coordination), and “marginalization” in governance participation (rare involvement of the
two groups in decision-making). These dilemmas result from limited technological empowerment,
fragmented institutional design, and lack of collaboration among multiple subjects. To solve these
problems, systematic measures should be taken in three aspects: spatial restructuring to build “in-
tergenerational shared spaces”, rights restoration to ensure equal usage rights and resolve conflicts,
and governance coordination to improve “inclusive participation mechanisms” and establish a
“multiple co-governance system”, thus protecting the legitimate rights and interests of the “elderly
and children” group.
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