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Abstract

Elderly care services, as an important part of public welfare, are closely related to the well-being of
older adults and have become a significant social issue. This study employs Bicomb 2.0 and SPSS
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27.0 to conduct a bibliometric analysis of 3,660 relevant publications from CNKI. Based on keyword
clustering and strategic coordinate knowledge mapping, this study examines research hot spots in
elderly care from 2018 to 2025. The results reveal four major research themes: (1) elderly care
models and development trends; (2) social support systems and technological empowerment in ru-
ral elderly care; (3) sustainable development strategies for family-based care; and (4) development
pathways of long-term care and community-based elderly care. The findings suggest that elderly
care research will continue to receive attention, with emerging topics and innovative perspectives
expected to further develop.
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Table 1. Annual publication trends of core journals on elderly care services in recent years
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Table 2. Top 20 authors and affiliations in core journals on elderly care services in recent years
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Table 3. High-frequency keywords in elderly care services (Frequency > 30)
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Table 4. Co-occurrence matrix of high-frequency keywords in elderly care services (Partial)
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Figure 1. Hierarchical clustering tree of elderly care services
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Figure 2. Multidimensional scaling map of elderly care service research hotspots
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