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Abstract

Against the backdrop of deepening global population aging, China has witnessed a sustained in-
crease in its elderly population. The silver economy, an emerging economic paradigm catalyzed by
an aging society, has become a pivotal driver of China’s economic growth. The ongoing transfor-
mation of consumption and industrial structures driven by population aging necessitates a de-
mand-oriented approach to the development of the silver economy, translating the latent consump-
tion needs of the elderly into effective market demand and injecting new momentum into economic
development. From the perspective of Marxist consumption theory, the elderly demographic exhib-
its significant heterogeneity, with their aging-adapted consumption demands becoming increas-
ingly diverse as society evolves. However, China’s current aging-adapted consumer market remains
constrained by a structural mismatch between supply and demand, compounded by insufficient
provision of market products and services that align with actual needs. Against the accelerating
trend of digitalization, additional challenges persist, including lagging consumption attitudes among
the elderly and inadequate regulatory oversight of elderly consumption. These issues not only hin-
der the effective fulfillment of the elderly population’s consumption demands but also impede the
realization of their aspirations for a better life under the goal of common prosperity. Therefore,
guided by Marxist consumption theory, it is imperative to address the core needs of aging-adapted
consumption and resolve the structural supply-demand imbalance. By optimizing and refining the
aging-adapted consumption system through multidimensional pathways, we can foster high-quality
development of the silver economy and position aging-adapted consumption as a key lever for ad-
vancing common prosperity.
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