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Abstract

The aging of the rural population places new demands on the governance requirements, actors and
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methods of village self-governance, whilst simultaneously potentially hindering the enhancement of
such governance capabilities. It is therefore necessary to examine how the village self-governance sys-
tem can be adapted to accommodate the aging population against the backdrop of changes in rural
demographic structure, consumption patterns and public service needs. Traditional village self-gov-
ernance has primarily focused on the management of village public affairs, the allocation of natural
resources, and the maintenance of village order. Against the backdrop of an aging rural population,
village self-governance must overcome the challenges of insufficient capacity among governing bod-
ies and mismatched governance resources, thereby transitioning towards an elderly-friendly model
of village self-governance. Based on an analysis of the theoretical logic and practical challenges of
adapting the village self-governance system to an aging rural population, this article proposes the
following recommendations: The optimisation of the village self-governance system should focus
on the organic integration of organisational leadership, resource consolidation, capacity building,
and incentive mechanisms. It should integrate resources from multiple sources—including govern-
ment, the market, society and the family—to stimulate the motivation for participation among the
elderly and other internal village stakeholders. Furthermore, it should improve support mecha-
nisms such as financial backing, participation incentives, capacity-building training and technical
assistance, thereby enhancing the sustainability of village self-governance operations and promot-
ing its effective transformation in the context of rural aging.
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