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Abstract

Against the dual background of population aging and digital rural construction, the E-Commerce in
Rural Areas policy, as an important tool for promoting the digital transformation of rural circula-
tion systems, has provided new momentum for the development of the rural silver economy. Based
on a systematic review of the connotation and evolution of the E-Commerce in Rural Areas policy,
combined with the theoretical definition and development characteristics of the silver economy,
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this paper constructs a theoretical analysis framework of “circulation system optimization—con-
sumption scenario innovation—income growth—industrial integration—digital inclusion” to sys-
tematically explain the internal mechanism through which the E-Commerce in Rural Areas policy
empowers the rural silver economy. The study finds that the policy effectively enhances the acces-
sibility, availability, and sustainability of consumption among rural elderly by improving the county-
township-village three-level logistics system, expanding rural consumer markets, increasing farm-
ers’ incomes, and promoting industrial integration. However, the digital divide may also constrain
the full realization of policy effects, necessitating a stronger emphasis on inclusive orientation in
policy design. This paper provides theoretical support for understanding the synergistic develop-
ment of rural circulation system digitalization and the silver economy, as well as insights for opti-
mizing relevant policy designs.
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