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Abstract

The spatial isolation of childcare and eldercare facilities in modern urban communities is often
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perceived as the norm, yet it is not a natural outcome of social evolution. Drawing upon the perspec-
tive of spatial sociology, this paper argues that “intergenerational isolation” is fundamentally a so-
cial phenomenon co-constructed by modern urban functional zoning, nuclear family residential
patterns, and a fragmented public service system. Confronting the dual demographic pressures of
an aging population and declining birth rates, the local practices of intergenerational shared care
emerging across China offer practical insights into reshaping intergenerational relations. Accord-
ingly, this paper thoroughly analyzes the social construction logic behind intergenerational spatial
isolation and objectively outlines the practical challenges that “intergenerational integration” cur-
rently faces regarding institutional integration, service operations, and social perceptions. Further-
more, it proposes potential pathways for synergistic reconstruction across three dimensions: spa-
tial revitalization, service integration, and conceptual shift. Ultimately, this study aims to provide a
theoretical reference for optimizing comprehensive community care models for the elderly and
children, as well as informing related policy innovations.
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Table 1. Social construction dimensions of “intergenerational isolation” from a spatial perspective
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Table 2. Typical local practice models of “intergenerational shared care” in China
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Figure 1. Practical challenges in the normalized promotion of “intergenerational integration”
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