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Abstract

As China’s population aging continues to accelerate, age-friendly renovation has emerged as a vital
people’s livelihood project for coping with population aging, safeguarding the quality of life for older
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adults, and promoting social equity. It has also become an important component of national strategic
deployment. Covering multiple scenarios such as home environments, communities, public spaces,
and digital environments, age-friendly renovation aims to adapt to the physiological functions and
living needs of older adults through hardware upgrades, service optimization, and institutional im-
provements, thereby helping them achieve “aging in place” and share the benefits of social develop-
ment. Nevertheless, the current advancement of age-friendly renovation in China faces multiple so-
cial challenges, including supply-demand misalignment, funding shortages, insufficient multi-stake-
holder collaboration, lack of standards, and cognitive biases, which severely constrain the quality
and effectiveness of renovation efforts. Accordingly, it is imperative to ground our analysis in local
practices, combine domestic policy orientations with local pilot experiences, systematically exam-
ine the existing social dilemmas in age-friendly renovation, deeply analyze the underlying causes of
these dilemmas, and explore governance pathways with Chinese characteristics for age-friendly
renovation. This will provide theoretical support and practical reference for promoting high-qual-
ity development of age-friendly renovation and improving the elderly care service system in the
new era.
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