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Abstract

Taking the inheritance of Miao Feige (Miao Flying Songs) in L County as a case study, this paper ex-
plores the transformation of traditional master-apprentice relationships among ethnic minorities in
the context of an aging society. As young and middle-aged populations migrate out of rural areas,
the main body of inheritors is becoming increasingly elderly, and the traditional master-apprentice
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bonds based on family and village ties face the risk of intergenerational gap. While elderly inheri-
tors serve as the core of these skills, they are constrained by physical decline and a lack of succes-
sors; meanwhile, the younger generation finds it difficult to engage in long-term apprenticeship due
to changes in livelihood and linguistic barriers. Feige has gradually shifted from daily-life antipho-
nal singing to festival performances, giving rise to concerns over the “performative” nature of the
craft. However, practice shows that the master-apprentice system is undergoing flexible recon-
struction through intergenerational collaborative teams and the application of digital media. This
study suggests that aging can be both a crisis and an opportunity. The key lies in establishing an
integrated “elderly care-inheritance” support system, which, through policy design, treats elderly
inheritors as living cultural resources and builds platforms at the community level that combine
skill transmission with elderly care, enabling traditional crafts to find sustainable continuation amid
demographic shifts.
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