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Abstract

With the deepening of population aging, elderly care has gradually shifted from a private family
matter to a major issue concerning national governance, social integration, intergenerational rela-
tions, and public value order. Under the combined influences of smaller family size, normalized pop-
ulation mobility, the marketization of elderly care services, and the continuous improvement of the
social security system, the traditional elderly care values centered on family support are facing prac-
tical challenges such as blurred boundaries of responsibility, utilitarian value perceptions, weak-
ened intergenerational emotional bonds, and imbalanced expectations of old-age security. This pa-
per takes the Marxist people-centered stance, the theory of all-round human development, the the-
ory of social reproduction, and the idea of social community as its fundamental theoretical basis.
On the basis of reviewing relevant studies on elderly care values, intergenerational solidarity, ac-
tive aging, and welfare pluralism, and drawing on policy documents, statistical materials, and exist-
ing research findings, it analyzes the practical manifestations and generative mechanisms of con-
temporary elderly care values in China. The study argues that the reconstruction of elderly care
values is not a simple negation of the traditional ethics of filial piety and respect for the elderly, but
rather a recalibration of elderly care concepts, responsibility structures, and institutional founda-
tions under modern social conditions. The new elderly care values should be people-centered, aimed
at safeguarding the dignity of older adults and promoting their all-round development, establish a
rational division of labor and coordination among the state, society, family, and market, and, through
institutional and practical arrangements such as long-term care insurance, embedded community-
based elderly care services, targeted fiscal subsidies, and the development of elderly care culture
so as to form a modern elderly care value order that integrates ethical care, institutional support,
and social justice.
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