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Abstract

Against the backdrop of continuously deepening population aging, promoting the high-quality de-
velopment of the silver economy has become a key issue in implementing the national strategy of
actively responding to population aging. Based on the theory of Marxist political economy and
adopting “technology empowerment and value return” as an analytical framework, this paper sys-
tematically elucidates the theoretical logic, practical obstacles, and optimization paths for the de-
velopment of the silver economy. The research shows that, at the level of technology empowerment,
advanced technologies inject new momentum into the silver economy and reshape the relations of
production in the field of elderly care through the intelligent upgrading of the means of labor, deep
reforms in resource allocation methods, and structural reconstruction of value creation models. At
the level of value return, driven by the profit-seeking nature of capital, technological progress faces
practical contradictions such as technological alienation, a widening digital divide, and imbalanced
urban-rural resource allocation, which collectively manifest as a deep tension between capital logic
and livelihood logic, necessitating an urgent return to a people-centered value orientation. To ad-
dress these challenges, it is essential to adhere to the principle of putting the people first, and to
achieve a dynamic balance between technology empowerment and value return by cultivating a
new type of elderly care workforce, optimizing the pattern of production relations in the elderly
care sector, and promoting the inclusive development of smart elderly care technologies.
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