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Abstract

Against the backdrop of intensifying population aging and accelerated construction of a digital
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society in China, the digital divide among the elderly has become a critical bottleneck restricting the
implementation of the active aging strategy. Grounded in the three-pillar active aging framework of
“health, participation and security” proposed by the World Health Organization, this paper system-
atically sorts out the multi-dimensional manifestations of the digital divide among China’s elderly
population through literature research and data analysis, dissects its deep-seated causes from in-
dividual, social and institutional dimensions, and puts forward targeted countermeasures. The
study finds that the digital divide for the elderly in China has shifted from the traditional “access
divide” to “usage divide” and “literacy divide”, presenting features including significant urban-rural
disparities, widening intergenerational gaps and prominent digital security risks. To bridge the el-
derly digital divide, we must take active aging as the core guidance, build a multi-governance system
of “individual empowerment, social coordination and institutional guarantee”, enable the elderly
to share the development fruits of the digital economy, and ensure that the elderly have access to
learning, opportunities to contribute and enjoyment in their later years.
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