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Abstract

As a crucial outcome of China’s poverty alleviation and rural revitalization efforts, relocation com-
munities have become the new homes for millions of relocated residents. However, relocation en-
tails not only physical relocation but also profound social restructuring and identity transformation.
Among the elderly population, challenges in community integration remain particularly acute due
to declining physiological functions, disrupted social networks, and cultural adaptation difficulties.
This study employs social work as an analytical framework to systematically examine the current
characteristics and policy context of elderly participation in relocation communities, identify sys-
temic barriers in community engagement systems, and propose strategic pathways for enhancing
elderly participation. Research reveals persistent challenges including high aging rates, structural
service shortages, weak participation awareness among seniors, and insufficient professional social
work resources. Social work professionals should leverage their expertise to establish sustainable
mechanisms through multiple dimensions: empowerment strategies, social support network devel-
opment, community revitalization initiatives, cultural adaptation programs, identity reconstruc-
tion efforts, and cross-departmental collaboration. These comprehensive approaches aim to help
relocated seniors transition from “physical settlement” to “psychological integration” within their
communities.
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