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Abstract

Against the backdrop of accelerated urbanization and regional development imbalance, large-scale
outflow of labor force from ethnic villages in Guizhou has become the norm, posing unprecedented
structural challenges to the traditional family-based elderly care model. Based on the theoretical
framework of “double disembedding”, this paper reveals the special predicament faced by the el-
derly living alone in ethnic villages in Guizhou: in the dimension of spatial disembedding, the sepa-
ration of generations leads to the collapse of the daily care system and the disruption of the emo-
tional support chain; in the dimension of institutional disembedding, the unique “elderly care cul-
tural complex” of ethnic minorities is under attack, while the formal social security system has not
yet effectively taken over. The research finds that the essence of this predicament is the “institu-
tional gap” problem where the traditional elderly care order has disintegrated but the modern one
has yet to be established. In recent years, various policy response models such as “neighborhood

» o«

mutual assistance + district linkage”, “smart platform + grid visits”, and “social worker presence +
volunteer pairing” explored in different parts of Guizhou have provided localized paths to break the
deadlock. This paper proposes that the focus should shift from “substitutive support” to “empower-
ment support”, and a four-dimensional governance system of “family responsibility, community
platform, government safety net, and cultural empowerment” should be constructed to achieve a
paradigm shift from fragmented intervention to institutional integration.
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