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Abstract

In the context of the coexistence of population aging and new urbanization, the scale of mobile el-
derly population in China has reached 33.27 million, with an average annual growth rate of 6.6%.
The mobile elderly enter cities for reasons such as taking care of grandchildren, living in different
places, and family members moving along. Their desire for “local elderly care” has been continu-
ously increasing. However, the public service supply system in the inflow areas is unable to effec-
tively respond to this demand. This study, based on the analytical framework of “willingness-sup-
ply-matching”, combined with a legal perspective, systematically examines the formation charac-
teristics of the willingness of mobile population to live locally and the structural dilemmas of public
service supply in the inflow areas, identifies four types of mismatches between the two, and pro-
poses targeted policy recommendations. The research finds that the willingness of mobile elderly
to live locally is influenced by factors at the individual, family, and urban levels, among which the
cross-regional portability of social security is a key variable; the public service supply in the inflow
areas has obvious deficiencies in resource allocation fairness, supply structure, institutional con-
nection, and regional coordination; there are four types of dilemmas between the two: quantity mis-
match, structural mismatch, institutional mismatch, and psychological mismatch. To solve these
mismatches, it is necessary to promote the reform of the “money following people” fiscal mecha-
nism, optimize the public service supply structure, deepen the cross-regional connection of social
security, improve service accessibility and social integration support, and promote the institution-
alization guarantee of the social security rights of mobile elderly at the legal level.
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