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Abstract

Population aging is a fundamental national condition China faces, with rural areas experiencing
more severe aging yet weaker coping capacity. Most studies discuss rural elderly care from macro-
policy or institutional perspectives, while micro-level research on the supply-demand matching in
remote mountainous villages remains insufficient. Based on fieldwork in M Village, Hezhang County,
Guizhou Province, using village questionnaires, 15 household questionnaires, and in-depth inter-
views, this study finds that against a near-total void in public care facilities, village-level provision
is “willing but unable”; elderly individuals’ needs display clear age stratification and significant con-
cealment of need expression; and supply-demand mismatches exist across four dimensions: quan-
tity, structure, space, and cognition. Viewed through a “structure-agency” framework, these mis-
matches stem from a reproductive cycle of “insufficient supply - concealed demand - institutional
neglect - further supply shrinkage.” Improving elderly care in remote mountainous areas requires
moving beyond “facility construction” toward a precision supply model that is “family-based, com-
munity-grounded, and policy-underpinned.”
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Table 1. Supply-demand mismatch matrix of elderly care services in M village
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