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Abstract

The contradiction between accelerating rural aging and the shortage of elderly care facilities is be-
coming increasingly prominent, while a large number of idle spaces provide the possibility of sup-
plementing elderly care service facilities at low cost. Based on the collaborative governance theory
and the sustainable livelihoods framework, this study analyzes the current situation, dilemmas, and
solutions for the age-friendly renovation of rural idle spaces. The research finds that four types of
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spaces, namely idle school buildings, vacant rural houses, abandoned factory buildings, and old vil-
lage committee offices, have renovation potential. Various regions have developed several typical
practical models, and the renovation brings significant social, economic, and cultural value. How-
ever, the renovation faces dilemmas in policy, funding, space, and subject participation. These di-
lemmas can be essentially attributed to three deep-seated issues: the breakdown of collaboration
among governance actors, the imbalance of the elderly’s livelihood capital, and the mismatch be-
tween space and institutions. The solutions require coordinated efforts from four dimensions: im-
proving policies and institutions, innovating funding mechanisms, adapting renovation to local con-
ditions, and activating subject participation, thereby building a multi-stakeholder governance pat-
tern led by the government, primarily responsible by village collectives, centered on villagers, and
coordinated with society.
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