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Abstract

Against the backdrop of active aging and the continuously increasing demand for grassroots emer-
gency governance, younger elderly individuals, as a crucial group in the community possessing time
resources, life experience, and local advantages, play a significant role in unleashing the social value
of the elderly and supplementing grassroots emergency response forces through their participation
in emergency volunteer services. This paper focuses on the willingness of younger elderly individuals
to participate in community emergency volunteer services. Drawing from the ladder theory of civic
participation, it categorizes the willingness of younger elderly individuals to participate based on two
dimensions: the degree of governance embedding and the degree of service commitment. Further-
more, it delves into strategies to enhance different types of willingness. The study suggests that the
willingness of younger elderly individuals to participate in community emergency volunteer services
isnota simple “yes” or “no”, but is divided into four types based on a progression from shallow to deep
levels of participation: attention-seeking willingness, expressive willingness, collaborative willing-
ness, and co-governance willingness. Based on these different types of willingness, this study pro-
poses categorized enhancement strategies to stimulate attention-seeking willingness, cultivate ex-
pressive willingness, transform collaborative willingness, and deepen co-governance willingness.
These strategies aim to promote the formation of emergency volunteer service willingness among
younger elderly individuals and further embed them into community emergency governance.
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