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Abstract

Against the backdrop of deep aging and low birth rates, issues of intergenerational gap and social
isolation have become increasingly prominent. The shared learning space for the elderly and
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children, as a spatial form that facilitates daily interactions between older adults and children in
the same setting, is emerging as an innovative practice to alleviate intergenerational estrangement.
From the perspective of spatial sociology, this study regards the shared learning space for the el-
derly and children as a field where social relations are dynamically produced, and proposes that its
social construction involves three mutually embedded pathways. The first is the inter-embedded
transformation of physical space, including the establishment of shared activity areas, intergener-
ational collaboration corners, and dual design for elderly and child-friendliness. The second is the
rule-based design of institutional space, covering fixed shared time slots, role rotation mechanisms,
and clear agreements on safety and responsibility boundaries. The third is the identity cultivation
of psychological space, involving breaking age stereotypes, establishing shared identity markers,
and forming sustained emotional bonds. A truly vibrant shared learning space for the elderly and
children is not a top-down facility configuration, but a relational network that grows out of social
interactions. When the three pathways work synergistically, the space moves from physical co-ex-
istence to functional symbiosis, becoming an innovative carrier for social capital accumulation and
mutual aid for elderly care in the context of an aging society.
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