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Abstract

Profound population aging, coupled with accelerated urbanization, has led a large number of rural
older adults to be passively placed in a state of internationalization residential separation as their
children move to cities for settlement. Drawing on family sociology and welfare pluralism theory,
this paper comprehensively utilizes authoritative data from the Fifth Sampling Survey on the Living
Conditions of the Urban and Rural Elderly in China and demographic statistics from the National
Bureau of Statistics to systematically analyze the impact of internationalization residential separa-
tion on the structure of eldercare needs among rural older adults. The study finds that there is a
significant correlation between internationalization residential separation and rural older adults’
demand for eldercare services; however, this paper prudently refrains from drawing causal conclu-
sions, adopting expressions such as may affect or is associated with. In the analysis of needs, a clear
distinction is made between need and effective demand, noting that due to affordability constraints,
some needs cannot be translated into actual consumption. Internationalization residential separa-
tion has become the norm for rural families, with direct consequences being the spatial weakening
and social rupture of traditional family eldercare functions. While basic survival needs remain highly
dependent on the family, older adults’ demand for socialized eldercare services and emerging care
models such as residential health and wellness tourism has markedly increased. The eldercare
needs of the elderly are shifting from a family-centered single-dimensional model to a composite
structure characterized by family safety net + social supplementation + residential tourism exten-
sion. However, the overall insufficiency and urban-rural imbalance in the supply of rural eldercare
services severely constrain the effective absorption of transferred needs. From the perspective of
government failure and market failure within welfare pluralism theory, these shortcomings essen-
tially reflect the dual dilemma that the government struggles to meet differentiated demands while
the market, under information asymmetry, supplies inequitably. At the same time, rural older adults
are not passive recipients; they actively demonstrate agency through neighborhood mutual aid,
group travel, and other means. Internationalization residential separation essentially signals a
structural shift in eldercare responsibility from the family alone to shared societal responsibility,
and forms of tourism such as residential health and wellness tourism provide rural older adults
with a “third space for eldercare”. A multi-pillar eldercare security system should be promoted
through four pathways: institutional design, service provision, cultural construction, and activation
of endogenous resources. In particular, down-to-earth measures such as developing neighborhood
mutual-aid eldercare, cultivating local talents, and exploring resource-sharing community care
models should be prioritized.
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