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Abstract
With the deepening of population aging and the advancement of digital rural development, smart
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elderly care in rural areas has become an important topic in elderly care service research. Based on
relevant literature from the CNKI database, this study uses bibliometric methods and visualization
tools including VOSviewer and CiteSpace to analyze publication trends, keyword co-occurrence,
thematic clustering, and the evolution of research hotspots. The findings show that research on ru-
ral smart elderly care in China has generally increased with fluctuations, with significant growth
after 2022. Major topics include elderly care service supply, smart elderly care models, digital tech-
nology empowerment, mutual-aid elderly care, integrated medical and elderly care, and rural revi-
talization. The evolution of research hotspots shows a shift from rural elderly care security and
basic service supply to “Internet Plus” technology application, and then to integrated development
and multi-actor collaborative governance. In practice, rural smart elderly care still faces challenges
such as insufficient service resources, weak technological adaptability, imperfect coordination mech-
anisms, and limited capacity for integrated medical and elderly care. Future efforts should further
integrate digital technologies with rural elderly care scenarios, improve collaborative governance
mechanisms, and enhance the accessibility, precision, and sustainability of rural smart elderly care
services.

Keywords

Rural Smart Elderly Care, Elderly Care Services, Bibliometric Analysis, Visualization Analysis,
VOSviewer, CiteSpace

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|15

RN CEERAR, R HX Z AR FREE NGRS SR B 77 2 DiRe Sk, 372 IR
FRTAEENRE[1]. BHEFRLEIE LR GFRLZIRSME, NRFRFIRE MRS T L R
AR SRAL T8 R, OB BN RS S BOR S B I BB . FEE S 2 A AR NN
N EZ RN SR GRS R A TR 2 IR S5 R WA, RN EFREM AN E, FEH “TBMW + 7%
27 MESERBRRE RS, R BHCEEE. FE W, WIS REUEIRS AE EEALE Sy . (HI
B FRAAFAEA L . W EEAR IR GE MR HE KA AN R4 FE T SOk R B IR R D, Gl
M B R S B AESR /R AN AL s B XER A s . MRS WT 2 . B R A A (R ML o 7 55 25 1) A,
Bz G A RN S R IR 5 4R

EF M, AR E AP 2016 £E 2026 F 4 HRAEEIREMSHTISCECREA, B8
VOSviewer 1.6.20 1 CiteSpace 6.4.2 #47 CHkTHE S AL 387, FHEFERCEH . R ILIIC R,
R T WIS HACREE, DR IE PR B E IR E T S MR R R B, N R SR 5T S S B i
RS %E

2. BIERiESMESE
2.1. BUESRIEFATE

AT HRBHE AR T o L 0 R 22 AR T e o SR S R I7 30, BL R 2. B AE7
MCEERE. BRRE. LR + F7E, HrRe” NIRRT RR . ST IR E AR
T, WTRIVE DA 2016 45 2026 4F 4 H o YDA IRAGSCHR 440 F, SIBRBrHEARE . L8, H9F,

DOI: 10.12677/ar.2026.138592 556 e RTI


https://doi.org/10.12677/ar.2026.138592
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Wik S

A SRR B MR 8 SRR, AR R AR 216 B . NARIES T AER T, AR | SR
WE VB FOFREIITISFE, HEH “RHEIRB/AREIRE” AN 2R FFH SO .
22. IRITRFMARSGZE

AR SR SCRR T2 T 5 TR T AR 45 B 0 v, o B PR B B SR S AT R G EE . B
VOSviewer 1.6.20 il CiteSpace 6.4.2 FJEEEIR I, /BT REA SRR I AE P R SCEa S . CEA LB, 2R
5| I TR A R G i) SR B O« b, VOSviewer 3258 ] T SGka ial LB SR SEANT 1) B n 4047, CiteSpace
F2 BT OB I AT
3. MRGRS5
3.1. FELANXEBH S

2016~2026 £F 4 JJEANRME EIREVTELIOCRIL 216 F, AOCREAEIHRAEL. Pz
R BPUEY KRS, BAEBmE 1 pos.

70 -
HIZERZ12016-2018
FaBHCII2019-2021

601 Pt 5ki912022-2026.4

—— RICHE

504

E 40
i
!

& 30

20

104

0_

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
S

Figure 1. The trend of annual publication volume of research on rural smart elderly care in China
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Figure 2. The co-occurrence network diagram of key words in the research on rural smart elderly
care in China
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Table 1. High-frequency keywords of rural smart elderly care research in China (Top 10)
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Table 2. Key word clustering, themes and representative keywords
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Figure 3. Key words of rural smart elderly care research in China - Time Overlay Chart
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Figure 4. Key words map of rural smart elderly care research in China
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