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Abstract

The comprehensive penetration of digital society and the superimposed deepening of population
aging have made the elderly digital divide a vital issue related to livelihood security and social eq-
uity. Taking Marx’s theory of labor alienation in the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844
as the analytical framework, this study argues that the essence of the elderly digital divide is an
alienation phenomenon. Dominated by capital logic and instrumental rationality in the digitaliza-
tion process, it alienates into the exclusion and estrangement of the elderly group via specific social
mechanisms. This paper clarifies the theoretical connection between Marx’s alienation theory and
the elderly digital divide, reveals four realistic manifestations of the elderly in the digital society,
and dissects the formation mechanism of the divide from four dimensions of alienation theory. It
further explores fundamental feasible paths to bridge the elderly digital divide, aiming to provide
theoretical support for constructing an age-friendly digital society.
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