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Abstract

Under the background of population aging, rural areas commonly face challenges such as weakened
family-based elderly care capacity and insufficient public service provision, while the construction
of beautiful and harmonious villages provides a new opportunity for optimizing rural elderly care
service systems. Based on the requirements for building livable, employment-friendly, harmonious,
and beautiful villages, this study examines the internal relationship between beautiful and harmo-
nious village construction and rural aging, and analyzes it according to the goals of “four harmonies
and four beauties”. The study finds that current rural elderly care service systems still face practical
problems, including insufficient age-friendly public spaces, a lack of mechanisms for the industrial
participation of older adults, and weak long-term operation mechanisms for public services. By an-
alyzing the mechanisms through which beautiful and harmonious village construction empowers
rural elderly care service systems, this study proposes optimization pathways, including incorpo-
rating age-friendly requirements into construction indicator systems, promoting age-friendly ren-
ovation of public spaces, developing industrial participation positions for older adults, establishing
multi-actor collaboration and long-term operation mechanisms, and improving the age-friendli-
ness of online digital governance. These pathways are intended to provide a reference for the coor-
dinated development of beautiful and harmonious village construction and rural elderly care ser-
vices.
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Table 1. Correspondence between harmonious and beautiful village goals and age-friendly governance dimensions
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